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THE WqtIus of Isaac PEiriiroToiry from which 
the present volume is compiledy were written about 
the Biiddle of the aeventeeth century^ (having beea 
first published during the reign of Charles IL) 
They have had several editions in Great^Britainy 
the last of whichf in four volumes octavo, was 
gprluted in the year 1784. Tlie Author was an 
eminent Minister of tlie Society of Friends, and 
aiujEered greatly, trough frequent imprisonments, 
ip those days of persecution, for a faithful adher- 
ence to the principles he has so ably advocated. 

The treatises of which these volumes are com- 
posed^ ^ere written at different times, and on 
varioMS occasions. Some of them give a general 
view of the author's sentiments ; some are iu ix^ply 
to the attacks or animadversions of otiiei*s ; many 
are addressed to the different religious professors 
of that age ; and others to the members of his own 
veligious community. ' But on whatever occasion 
written, whether to convince, to persuade, or de- 
fend, we find them every where manifesting tlie 
same Cliristian spirit ; every where animated by 
one principle, and tending to one object ; the deni- 
al of self, of our own will, of our own wisdom in 
9II its specious appearances and subtle devices; 
and through this, the exaltation of the principle of 
Truth, [the Seed, the Pearl, the Light, or Grace 
of God, Christ within,] revealed in the heart of 
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man, as the alone safficient Guide and Teacher^ 
Redeemed from the world, through many tribula-' 
tions, and deeply experienced in the ways of God 
with man, he was indeed eminently qualified to 
declare unto others what he had learnt in the 
school of Christ, what <he had' therein <heard^ 
what he had seen, and handled of the word of life.* 

Should any Reader be disposed to think that the 
Author sometimes speaks too highly or too confi- 
dently of his own attainments in the Truth, let 
him reflect, that it is not to any thing of or in him- 
self, as man, but the principle of Truth itself, he 
refers to, as producing the effects he describes ; 
abundantly acknowledging, with the Apostle, that 
it was by the Grace of God that he was what he was; 
But while in that state from which all boasting is 
necessarily excluded, how powerfully convincing^ 
must have been the appeal to oth»*s^ to come antf 
see, and judge of the principle professed and re* 
commended, by the fruits it produced in the pro* 
fessors. .For want of ffds union, tow greatly haf. 
the cause of Christianty suffered in every age. 

These valuable Works have never been re- 
printed in this country, though well known, and 
highly esteemed by many Friends. Being vo- 
luminous and expensive, in their present form, it 
has been thought desirabtej^that a Selection should 
be made from them, adapted, from its size and 
price, for more extensive circulation. With this 
view, the present compilation was commenced, and 
has been brought to a close. Though apparently 
an easy task, some difficulties have occurred inits 
execution. Between pieces, having in the judg- 
ment of the CompOer, nearly equal claims to se- 
lection, he has in some instances found it difficult to 
decide, and is not unaware, that some with whom 
the work ia familiar^ inay be dLmised to thin^ 



Ibat A diOfarant .ojhoice would hAve been frefei-A- 
ble. It may alio be proper to observe, that a few 
of the pieces in this Cdlection are very considcra- 
Uy abridged, particidarly towards the close, and 
<|thers sUgbily so^ of which some intimation is jE^en* 
^!aUy given ^ W that no censure of the parts that 
^ lell is heisehy intended, or any disposition felt 
if> lessen -SMcb portions in the estimation of the 
^ader. An abridgment in some instances ap- 
peared necessary, the better to adapt some of the 
pieces .to a ptibUcation of this luuitted extent. 
Sut shoiild ^y deriv.e instruction from what is 
hece pr^ented, it is hoped they will, when they 
have op^rtunity for it, be induced to take op the 
original work, where they ^ill find much that has 
strong claims upon the attention of every thought- 
fill and enquiring mind, het all, indeed, be read 
in the spint in which it w^ written, and instruc- 
tion, it is believed^ will be derived from all. 

In jre&rence, however, to some of these Writ- 
ings, embracing deeply spiritual views, and evince 
ing lai*ge experience in the < mysteries oT godll* 
ness,' the cautionary advice of the Author, (page 
d63 of tliis Selection,) seems very applicable : 

<^ He that reodeth •these tilings, let him not 
strive to comprehend them ; but be content with 
what he feeleth thereof suitable to his own present 
estate ; a^d ^s the life grows in him, and he in the 
life, and he comes to meet with the things and ex^ 
«*cises spoken of, the words and experience^ con« 
eemingthem wiH of themselves open to him, and 
\^ U^ful ,^iid .sexvifi^bjle- (o Jiiqi so far as the JLord 
pleaseth, he jceeping to the lejtding, savour and 
principle of life in iiimself, wherein alone his^' 
i^^awJNfie^ 9i0h^ SPQUftkf tmA d^etueaces^ ^m 
safe,*' 



The Writings of Peiongton breathe so pare a 
spirit of (^ristianitj, and manifest an attachment 
so ardent to the great cause in which all tlie powers 
of his mind were engaged, that we think but few 
will feet any disposition to criticise the language in 
which his thoughts are clothed. While it is evident 
that he was too much occupied with his subject to 
attend to the beauties of composition, his style is 
that of the age in which he wrote. During the one 
hundred and fifty years that have since elapsed, the 
English language has been polished and refined ^ 
but a reference to some of these pieces, we think 
would be sufficient to shew, that it has not, in the 
same proportion gained in strength of expression. 
They were^ however, never offered to the public as 
literary compositions. Tlie object of the Writer 
was not to amuse, but to instruct ; and to instruct 
in things the most deeply interesting to man, even 
those which regard his eternal peace. 

The Compiler will feel amply rewarded, should 
his labours have a tendency to make these valua- 
ble Writings more generally known, particularly 
to the Society of which he is a Member. 

Nkw-Beososd, 9 mo. 1, iai8» 



Where paragraphs are inserted out of the order 
In which they originally stood, they are generally 
inclosed, [in this manner,] between brackets. 

An references from this Compiliation, are to 
the octavo edition of the original work. 

A table of Contents is given at the^ close of the 
Volume^ 



THE following brief Memoirs of tbe Life of 
Isaac PBirnroToic, collected from the testimo* 
nies of his Friends^ and other authentic accounts^ 
were prefixed to a volume of his Letters, pub*' 
lished in 1796. 

«<^e was the eldest son of Isaac Feningtoq# 
many years an alderman of London^ and for twa 
years successively mayor of the city. He was borK 
about the year 1617 ; his education was suitable to 
his quality among men, having the advantages of thar 
schools and universities of his own country, joined 
with the conversation of some of the most consid- 
erable men of his time. His father's situation in 
public business, gave him pretence enough to share 
of the world's greatness ; but he refused its glory, 
and chose rather a life dediqated to religion and 
. retirement. He received impressions of piety very 
early ; and they had so good an effect upon hinit 
that he was preserved from the evils of the age, 
and became the wonder of his kindred and famil- 
iars, for his awful life and frequent retirements, hi*- 
declining company that might interrupt his medi-« 
tations, and being disposed to a life of mourning. 
Tet this sorrow did not flow from a sense of former 
vices, for he was inclined to virtue from his child* 
hood ; but with Habakkuk, from the di'ead he had 
of the majesty of QoA, and his desire to find a rest* 
ing-place in the great day of trouble. In the midst 
of wtdch exercises nothing gave him ease or com* 
fort, but the smiles of God's countenance upon hia 
soul. 

<< About the year 1648, he married Mary, th« 
Mdow of Sir William Springel^ a religious vrom 
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Idan ; but he eontinaed in a seeking state for some 
years after ; till at length he was convinced of the 
principles of Truth, as professed by the people call- 
ed Quakers5 and joined himself to this society about 
1658, being tlien forty-one years of $vge. Neither 
his worldly station, the jnost considerable of aikj 
tliat had closed with this way^ nor the debasement 
it brought upon his learning and wistjtMn, noi* yel 
that reproach and loss which attended his public 
es{)g|using of it^ did deter him from owning md 
enibracii^ it. Thus parting with all he had not 
received of (^od^ he received a new stock jErom 
beaveuy wherein the Lord prospered him 5 tb^ 
dew of heaven rested upon his branch and voo^ 
S|nd he gi*ew rich and fruitful in heavenly tr^;^M;re9 ^ 
fidl of love^ patience^ and long-suffering ; exem« 
jlary in his duty to God and men ; ;E.eaIou^ yet 
Ijender ; yna^s J^ humble ; a constant ^/j^ early- 
comer to meetings^ and watcliful find .JPevQrent iri 
iiifiVfi ; one who loved power 9Jid life more th9^ 
words ; a^d as for that he w^aitec^ ao be wou^d be 
({{ten ^ffec^ with it, and i^a^e to fitter such testji** 
iponies as w^ere to the help of the poor aji^ the 
oeedy^ the weary and heavy laden^ the ime m^ 
journers and t^\%llers to the ^e^kernsd n^ mu) 
city of God/' 

This was the testimony of Q^e well <^^uain!ted 
witliJ^Ai: ^<Mdasitw;^giventohii4A:tobelie!vei|i 
Qhrk^ ^o he had alao to suffer for -his a^ii^e ^ biif 
fn|Kri4Hopme]iiJt.8 being ip^^y^ and ^me of th^ 
long,; Fhich he undeirwent ^wjjlii^i^eat constase/' 
flkd quietness of mind. He was iirst imjutisone^ 
(n tlie year 1661^ in Ayleshnry |gMf ^^ wjcyrabifir 
yii^g Oa4 -in his ow^ how»ej and endiired ^gseg^ 
hardship for seventeen weeks, in a cold incon^p^ 
4ious room, ;witbout,{i chkiiiiey^ great pai^t ^f ihe 



fracted so great a disorder, that for sereral weekir 
after he was not able to turn himself in his bed. 
He was imprisoned five tiroes after this on account 
of his religious profession ; (being confined at one 
time in Aylesbury gaol, eighteen months, and in 
Reading gaol, which was his last imprisonment 
twenty-one months.) And being of a tender con* 
stitution, his life was greatly endangered by the 
hardship he endured. 

[To his patience under suflering, the following, 
testimony is borne by one who had often been witb 
him in bonds. See volume I. p. xxriii. 

'< I have had knowledge of him near twenty 
years, especially in suflfering; for it pleased the 
.liord so to order it, that our lot fell together iir 
prison several times ; and I may say it was welf 
it Vas so ; for being made wiUing by the power of 
God (that did attend him) to suffer wiUi great 
patience, cheerfulness, contentedness, and true no- 
bility of spirit, he was a good example to me and' 
others. I do not remember that ever I saw him 
cast down or dejected in his spirit in the time ol 
his close confinement, nor speak hardly of those 
that persecuted him ; for he was of that temper as* 
to love enemies, and to db good to those that hated 
him ; having received a measure of that virtue from 
Christ, his jyiaster, that taught him so to do. In- 
deed I may say, in the prison he was a help to the 
weak, being made instrumental in the hand of the- 
Lordfor that end; with much more than at pre* 
sent I shall express. O the remembrance of the 
glory that did often over-shadow us in the place of 
confinement f so that indeed the prison was made 
by the Lord to us (who was powerfully with us) atf 
a pleasant palace ! I was often, with many more, by 
those streamings of life that did many times ruir 
ttrough his vessel^ greatly overcome with the pure^ 
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presence aad overcoHii^s lave of our Oodv fi^t 
was plentifufly shed abroad in our hearts/'] 

" Thus through many tribulations did he enteaf 
the kuigdoHi, having Jbeen long exercised^ triedf 
and ajiiproved of the Lord. As bis ^utwi^rd man 
grew in yearsy bis inward man grew in grace, and 
uie knowledge of bis Kedeeiner ; for it was ob- 
iervable among them that knew him an bis de- 
clining time, that when the candle of his natural 
life burnt dinmer, his soul wa:i^ed stronger, and,, 
like areplenished lamp, shone with greater lu&tre. 
It may be further said, that as his profession wa9 
adorned by a life of piety and virtue, and the^n- 
ataut practice of what b^ recommended to others j 
io his goad judgment appeared in twp eminent 
Beiipects: 

^' First, be was wgent, that all those who knew 
any tiling of tte gift of minisibT to others, wauld 
always wait in tiieir several e:xercisei^ to fo^ ^« 
dued with matter and power jErom on hi^, be&i9» 
thay 4]|pened their mouths in a testimony for the^ 
I^rd ; and that at all times* as well out of meet? 
ii^ as in them« they might liveso near the lU>rd^ 
as to jG^ ^be key of David opening the mysteriea 
of the heavenly kmgdom : and by experiencing 
the de|>th of the heavenly travail, and the trials* 
deHveraDces, and consolations of it ; with the do« 
mioipn and victory that in the end, by persever* 
ance, are obtained ; they might he as true savioura 
on Mount Sioi^ the salt of the world, thomughlj 
furnished to every good word and work, and mas« 
ter-builders in God's house ; that a pure and living 
stream of ministry might be conthmed^ and con- 
yeyed to the generation^ to come. 

^^His excellency in another respect was, his 
lave to the unity of hrethren : whatever ataruck oA 



4bBiy he no sooner perceivedy than he endeaTomreil 
to oppose it with all his might. 

^ In conclusion, it may be said, that as he was 
ft light in the church, so he was a blessing to hii 
own family : a loving husband, a tender and pru- 
dent father, and a just and kind master. Many 
were the gifts God honoured him with, which he 
made use of to the praise of the great Giver. Be- 
ing thus fit to live, he was prepared to die, when 
the summons came to him ; which was in the sixty- 
third year of his age, on the 8th of the eighth 
month, 1679 ^ when he fcffl sick in his joomey into 
Kent, and departed this life after about a week^a 
illness* His remains were brought to his house at 
Chalfonts, in Buckinghamshire, and interred in 
the burial ground at Jordan's, in the same county.*^ 

QJ^ See Testimonies of George Fox, William 
Penn, and others, prefixed to the original Woiic^ 
See also Appendix to this Volume. 
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A Bribt Account of my SouPs Travel towards tlic 
Holy Land; and how at length it pleased the Lord 
to join my heart to his pure^ holy^ living Truth ^ 
wherein I have witnessed the New Covenant, and 
Peace with the Lord therein. With a few words 
concerning the Way of Knowing and Receiving 
the Truth : which is not done by Disputes and 
Reasonings of the Mind about it ; but in waiting 
aright for the Demonstration and Power of God's 
Spirit to open the Heart and Understanding, and 
by submissive Obedience to it, even in its lowest 
Appearances in the inward parts. 

My heart from my childhood v*^a8 pointed to- 
wards the Lord^ whom I feared and longed 
after from my tender years ; wherein I felt, 
that I could not be satisfied with (nor iiiideed 
«eek after) the things of this perishing world, 
which naturally pass away; but I desired 
true sense of, and unity with, that which 
abideth forever. There was somewhat -in- 
deed then still within vx^ (even the seed of 

B 
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eternity) which leavened and balanced my 
spirit almost continually ; but I knew it not 
distinctly, so as to turn to it, and give up to 
it, entirely and understandingly. In this 
iemper of mind I earnestly sought after the 
Lord, applying myself to hear sermons, and 
read the best books I could meet with, but 
especially the scriptures, which were very 
sweet and savoury to me ; yea, I very earn- 
estly desired and pressed after the knowledge 
of the scriptures, but was much afraid of re- 
ceiving men^s interpretations of them, or of 
fastening any interpretation upon them my- 
self; but waited much, and prayed much, that 
from the Spirit of the Lord I might receive 
the true understanding of them, and that he 
would chiefly endue me with that knowledge^ 
which I might feel sanctifying and saving. 
And indeed I did sensibly receive of his love, 
of his mercy, and of his grace, which I felt 
still freely to move towards me, and at sea- 
sons when I was most filled with the sense of 
my own unworthiness, and had least expect- 
ations of the manifestation of them. But I 
w as exceedingly entangled about election and 
reprobation, (having drunk in that doctrine, 
according as it was then held forth by the 
strictest of those that were termed Puritans, 
and as then seemed -io be very manifest and 
positive from Rom. ix. &c.) fearing lest, not- 
withstanding all my desires and seekings af- 
ter the Lord, he mi^ht in his decree have 
passed me by ; and 1 felt it would be bitter 
to me to bear his wratli, and be separated 
from his love for evermore ; yet, if he had so 
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decreed^ it would be^ and I should (uohvilli* 
standing these fair beginnings and hopeh) fall 
away and perish at the last. In this $;reat 
trouble and grief^ (which was much added to 
by not finding the Spirit of God so in me and 
with me^ as I had read and believed the for- 
mer Giiristians had it) and in mourning over 
and grappling with secret corruptions and 
temptations, I spent many years, and fell into 
great weakness of body; and often castiii*; 
myself upon my bed, did wring my hands and 
weep bitterly, begging earnestly of the liord^ 
daily, that I might be pitied by him, antt 
helped against my enemies^ and be made con« 
formable to the image of his Son, by his owa 
renewing power. And indeed at last (when 
my nature was almost spent, and the pit of 
despair was even closing its mouth upon me) 
mercy sprang, and deliverance came, and the 
Lord my G<Hi owned me, and sealed his love 
unto me, and light sprang within me, which 
made not only the scriptures, but the very 
outward creatures glorious in my eye, so that 
every thing was sweet and pleasant and light- 
some round about me. But I soon felt, that 
this estate was too high and glorious for me, 
and I was not able to abide in it, it so over- 
came my natural spirits ; wherefore, blessing 
the name of the Lord for his great goodness 
to me, I prayed unto him to take that from 
me which I was not able to bear, and to give 
me such a proportion of his light and pres- 
ence, as was suitable to my present state, and 
might fit me for his service. Whereupon this 
was presently removed from me ; yet a savour 
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remained wilh me^ wherein I had sweetness,, 
and comfort, and refreshment for a long sea- 
son. But my mind did not then know how 
to turn to and dwell with that which gave me 
the savour, nor rightly to read what God did 
daily write in my heart, which sufficiently 
manifested itself to be of him, by its living 
virtue and pure operation upon me ; but I 
looked upon the scriptures to be my rule, and 
so would weigh the inward appearances of 
God to me by what was outwardly written, 
and durst not receive any thing from God im- 
mediately, as it sprang from the fountain, but 
only in that mediate way. Herein did I limit 
the Holy One of Israel, and exceedingly hurt ^ 
my own soul, as I afterwards felt and came to 
understand. Yet the Lord was tender to me, 
and condescended exceedingly, opening scrip- 
tures to me, freshly every day, teaching and 
instructing, warming and comforting my heart 
thereby ; and truly he did help me to pray, 
and to believe, and to love him and his ap- 
pearances in any ; yea, to love all the sons of 
men, and all his creatures, with a true love. 
But that in me which knew not the appear- 
ances of the Lord in my spirit, but would limit 
liim to words of scriptures formerly written, 
that proceeded yet further, and would be rais- 
ing a fabrick of knowledge out of the scrip- 
tures, and gathering a perfect rule (as I thought) 
concerning my heart, my words, my ways, my 
worship ; and according to what I thus drank 
in (after this manner, from the scriptures) I^ 
practised, and with much seriousness of spirit 
and prayer to God fell a helping to build up 
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im Independent congregation^ wherein the sa- 
vour of life and the presence of (rod was fresh 
with me^ as I believe there are yet some alive 
of that congregation can testify. 

Tiiis was my state, when I was Hmideny 
broken^ and distressed by the Lord, coufcmnd- 
ed in my worship^ confounded in my know !• 
edge, stripped of all in one day, (which it i« 
hard to utter) and was matter of amazement 
to all that beheld me. I lay open and naked 
to all that would inquire of me, and strive to 
search out what might be the cause the Lord 
jshould deal so w ith me. They woultl at fir>t 
be jealous that I had sinned and provoked him 
so to do ; but when they had scanned thin;;^ 
thoroughly, and I had opened my heart na- 
kedly to them, I do not remember any one that 
ever retained that sense concerning me. My 
«eul remembereth the wormwood and gall, tho 
exceeding bitterness of tiiat state, and is .still 
humbled in me in the- remembrance of it before 
ihe Lord. Oh ! how did I wish willi Job, 
that I misrht come before him« and bowinsilv 
plead with him ; for indeed i liad no sense of 
any guilt upon me, but was sick of love to- 
wards him, and as one violently rent from thift 
bosom of his beloved ! Oh ! how gladly would 
I have met with death! For I was weary all 
the day long, and afraid of the night, anil 
weary also of the night season, and afraid of 
the ensuing day. I remember my grievous 
and bitter mournings to the Lord ; how iifton 
did I say, O Lord^ why hast thoii/orsaken me ? 
Why hast thou broken me to pieces ? 1 had no 
delight but thee, no desire after any but thee. 

u2 
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My heart was hent wholly to serve thee^ and 
ttibu hast even fitted me (as appeared to my 
sense) by many deep exercises and experi- 
ences for thy service i why dost than make me 
thus miserable 9 Sometimes I would cast mine 
eye upon a scripture^ and my heart would 
even melt within me ; at other times I would 
desire to pray to my God^ as I had fwmerly 
done ; but I found I knew him not^ and I could 
not tell how to pray^ or in any wise to come 
near him^ as I had formerly done. In this 
condition I wandered up and down from moun- 
tain to hill^ from one sort to another^ with a 
cry in my spirit^ Can ye tell news of my be-^ 
loved ? Where doth he dwell 9 Where doth he 
appear ? But their voices were still strange to 
me^ and I should retire sad and oppressed^ and 
,bowed down in spirit^ from them. 
. Now surely^ all serious^ sober^ sensible peo« 
ple^ will be ready to inquire^ how I came sat- 
isfyingly to know the Lord at length; or 
whether I do yet certainly know him^ and am 
yet truly satisfied ? 

Yes indeed^ I am satisfied at my very heart. 
Truly my heart is united to him whom I long- 
ed after^ in an everlasting covenant of pure life 
and peace. 

Well Ihen^ how came this about ? Will some 
say. Why thus: The Lord opened my spirit, 
^he Lord gave me the certain and sensible 
feeling of the pure seed, which had been with 
me from the beginning ; the Lord caused his 
holy power to fall upon me, and gave me such 
an inward demonstration and feeling of the 
seed of life; that I cried out in my spirit, This 
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is he J Ikis i$ he ; there is not anotkery thers 
never was another. He was always near me^ 
though I knew him not (not so sensibly ^ not 
so distinctly^ as now he was revealed in me 
and to me by the Father) ; Oh ! that I might 
now be joined to him^ and he alone might live 
in me. And so in the willingness which Gh>d 
had wrought in me^ (in this day of his power 
to my soul) I gave up to be instructed, exer* 
cised^ and led by him^ in the waiting for and 
feeling of his holy seed^ that all might be 
wrought out of me which could not live with 
the seed^ but would be hindering the dwelling 
and reigning of the seed in me^ while it re- 
mained and had power. And so I have gone 
through a sore travail^ and fight of afflictions 
and temptations^ of many kinds ; wherein the 
Lord hath been merciful to me in helping 
me^ and preserving the spark of life in me^ 
in the midst of many things which had be- 
fallen me^ whose nature tended to quench and 
extinguish it. 

Now thus having met with the true way^ 
tod walked with the Lord therein^ wherein 
daily certainty^ yea^ and full assurance of 
fdth and of understanding is at length ob- 
tained ; I cannot be silent, (true love and pure 
life stirring in me and moving me) but am ne- 
cessitated to testify of it to others ; and this 
is it, To retire inwardly, and wait to feel 
somewhat of the Lord, somewhat of his Holy 
Spirit and power, discovering and drawing 
from that which is contrary to him, and into 
his holy nature and heavenly image. And 
theU; as the mind is joined to this^ somewhat 
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is received, some trae life^ some true lights 
some true discerning ; which the creature not 
exceeding (hut abiding iu the measure of) is 
safe ; but it is easy erring from this^ but hard 
abiding with it^ and not going before its lead- 
ings* But he that feels life^ and begins in 
life^ doth he not begin safely ? And he that 
waits^ and fears^ and goes on no further than 
his Captain goes before him, doth he not pro- 
ceed safely? Yea, very safely, even till he 
Cometh to be so settled and established in the 
virtue, demonstration, and powei^ of truth, as 
nothing can prevail to shake him, Now^ 
blessed be the Lord, there are many at this 
day, who can truly and faithfully witness, 
that they have been brought by the Lord to 
this state. And thus have we learned of the 
Lord ; to wit, not by the high, striving, aspir- 
ing mind ; but by lying low, and being con- 
tented with a little. If but a crumb of bread, 
(yet if bread) if but a drop of water, (yet if 
water) we have been contented with it, and 
also thankful to the Lord for it; nor by 
thoughtfalness, and wise searching and deep 
considering with our own wisdom and reason 
have we obtained it ; but in the still, meek, 
and humble waiting, have we found that 
brought into the death, which is not to know 
the mysteries of God's kingdom, and that 
Tvhich is to live, made alive and increase in 
life. 

Therefore he that would truly know the 
Lord, let him take heed of his own reason and 
understanding. I tried this way very far; 
for I considered most seriously and uprightly.; 
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i prayed^ I read the scripturefii^ I earnestly 
desired to understand and find out whether 
that^ which this people^ called Quakrrs, tes- 
tified of^ was the only way and truth of GK)d 
(as they seemed to me but to pretend) ; but^ 
for all this^ prejudices multiplied upon me^ 
and strong reasonings against them^ which 
appeared to me as unanswerable. But when 
the Lord revealed his seed in me^ and touch- 
ed my heart therewith^ which administered 
true life and virtue to me^ I presently felt 
them there the children of the Most High, and 
so grown up in his life^ power, and holy do- 
minion, ^as the inward eye, being opened by 
the Lord, sees) as drew forth from me great 
reverence of heart, and praises to the Lord, 
who had so appeared among men in these lat- 
ter days. And as God draweth, in any re- 
spect, oh! give up in faithfulness to him! 
Despise the shame, take up the cross ; for in- 
deed it is a way which is very cross to man, 
and which his wisdom will exceedingly be 
ashamed of; but that must be denied and 
turned from, and the secret sensible drawings 
of God's Spirit waited for and given up to. 
Mind, people: He that will come into the 
new covenant, must come into the obedience of 
it. The light of life, which God hath hid in 
the hearty is the covenant ; and from this cov- 
enant God doth not give knowledge to satisfy 
the vast, aspiring, comprehending wisdom of 
man ; but living knowledge, to feed that which 
is quickened by him; which knowledge i« 
given in the obedience, and is very sweet and 
precious to the state of him that k^ows how 



to feed upon it. Yea, truly, this is of a very 
excellent, pure, precious nature, and a little 
of it weighs down that great vast knowledge 
in the comprehending part, which the man*s 
spirit and nature so much prizeth and presseth 
after. And truly, friends, I witness at this 
day a great difference between the sweetness 
of comprehending the knowledge of things, 
as expressed in the scriptures, (this I fed 
much on formerly) and tasting the hidden life, 
the hidden manna in the heart (which is my 
food now, blessed for ever be the Lord my 
God and Saviour.) Oh! that others had a 
true, certain, and sensible taste of the life| 
virtue, and goodness of the Lord, as it is re- 
vealed there ! Surely, it could not but kindle 
the true hunger, and inflame the true thirst j 
which can never be satisfied but by the true 
bread, and by water from the living fountain. 
This the Lord (in the tenderness of Ids love, 
and in the riches of his grace and mercy) hath 
brought us to ; and this we earnestly and up- 
rightly desire and endeavour, that others may 
be brought to also ; that they may rightly (in 
the true silence of the flesh, and in the pure 
stillness of spirit) wait for, and in the Lord's, 
due time receive, that which answers the de* 
sire of the awakened mind and soul, and sat- 
isfies it with the true precious substance for 
evermore, •linen. 



S3 



©T CERTAINTY, AND RIGHTLY- GHOUNDED AS* 
SURANCE IN MATTERS OF RELIGION. 

There is a witness of and from God in ev- 
ery conscience; which, in his light, poMer, and 
authority, witnesseth for him, and against that 
which is contrary to him, as he pleaseth to 
move upon it, visiting and drawing the hearts 
of the sons of men by it. 

From this witness proceeds the true and 
well-grounded religion in the mind towards 
God : for this witness both testifleth and de- 
monstrateth that there is a God, and also in* 
elineth the mind to desire and seek after the 
right knowledge and true worship of him. 

And such who keep to this witness, and wait 
upon God therein, are taught by it the true 
spiritual worship ; the true and pure fear of 
the Most High ; the faith which he giveth to 
his saints ; the love which is chaste and un- 
feignecF; the hope which purifieth the mind^ 
and anchors it on the eternal rock ; the meek- 
ness, patience, gentleness, humility, &c. M'hich 
is not of man's nature, but the gift of God, 
and the nature of the heavenly Giver. 

And then for exercises of religion, as pray- 
ing to the Father of spirits, hearing the heav- 
enly voice, reading in the Spirit, and with the 
renewed understanding, singing and making 
melody in the heart (and also with the voice) 
to the Lord, as his life is felt, and the spiritu- 
al blessings and treasure received ; all these, 
and whatever else is judged necessary for the 
soul, are taught by this witness of God in the 
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«0Hscience^ as the soul groweth up in the light, 
Spirit^ nature^ and holy power thereof* 

But now, when the Lord reacheth to his 
witness in men, and is teaching their hearts 
by it, then the enemy, the other spirit, whose 
seat is in the other part, keepeth a noise there, 
to overbear the voice of the witness, and to 
make men take up religion in another part, 
which is shallow, and reacheth not to the 
depth and weight of truth, which is in the 
witness of God, and which the witness of God 
^ives to them that come thither. 

Thus the enemy stirreth up reasonings, im- 
aginations, and consultations about God, and 
his worship j wherein he raiseth up the vain 
shallow mind, forging and bringing forth 
somewhat pleasing and suitable to the earthly 
understanding ;-.taking up the mind therewith, 
and engaging the heart in some such practices 
therefrom, as may quiet and satisfy that part 
in men. For the ways that men take up in 
their reasonings and understandings, satisfy 
their reasonings and understandings ; and so 
they walk in the light of the sparks, and warm 
themselves by the fire of their own kindling ; 
but all this answers not the witness of God in 
them, nor will be approved by his light in their 
own consciences, when it comes again to be 
revealed and made manifest in them. 

This was the ground of the error both of the 
Jews and Gentiles. 

The Gentiles were enlightened by God with 
his true light ; what might be known of God 
{suitable i;o their state and capacity) being 
xoanifested iu them ^ insomuch as it is witness* 
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«d concerning them in the scriptures (whicB 
are a true record and testimony) that they knew 
God. But when they knew him, they glorified 
him not as God, but became vain in their im- 
aginations, and so their foolish heart was dark- 
ened concerning him : and they worshipped 
him not as the witness taught them he was to 
be worshipped, not according to the manifest- 
ation of his light in them ; but according to 
their own fbolish imaginations and reasonings^ 
which taught them to make images of him, and 
so to worship him in and through creatures^ 
according to their own inventions; which is 
not the true worship. Rom. i. SI, SS, S3. 

So likewise the Jews, not keeping to the 
manifestation of his light within them, (to the 
word or commandment nigh in the mouth and 
heart, to which Moses directed them) which 
would have taught and enabled them to have 
kept to the law of the letter without them ; 
they also ran into the nature and spirit of the 
heathen, and fell into imaginings and reason- 
ings, which led them to worship like them ; 
insomuch that they also changed their glory 
into the image of an ox that eateth grass. Ps« 
€vi. 20. 

Now from this part in man ariseth all the 
uncertainty, and doubts, and dissatisfaction 
about religion. And hence arise the opinions, 
and judgments, and reasonings, in the minds 
of men : yea, indeed, the best of men's religion 
tere is but an opinion or judgment, v^^hicli th«> 
breath of God's Spirit will shake and dissolve^ 
every where, sooner or later. All flesh is 
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^ass ; and all the beauty of men's knowledge^ 
religion^ and worship here, will wither like 
grass. All the buildings and churches that 
are raised here (how beautiful soever) are but 
Babylon^ built by man's understanding, by 
man's knowledge^ by man's comprehension^ 
by man's wisdom, by man's skill, and indeed 
in man's will and time, and their standings 
beauty, strength and glory, is but from man^ 
and in man's day, and will fade away like a 
flower. 

But the true certainty is in the day of God, 
from the light of his Spirit shining into man's 
spirit, from God's inward reaching to his heart 
l>y his power, and testifying his truth there. 
And this all the powers of darkness cannot 
prevail against in itself; no, nor against that 
man that is kept to it. For it is the rock (the 
only rock) upon which the whole church is 
built, and which cannot fail to preserve every 
member of the church which is built upon it. 
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SOME DmECTIONS TO THE PANTING 

SOUL, 

Which hath been long travelling in the Letter, but 
hath not yet been acquainted with the Power, nor 
hardly so much as entei*ed into the Ministration of 
the endless Life (which is the Miuisti'ation of tlie 
Gospel) that it may feel the Spring, and come to 
di'ink there of the living VfvLiers* 

Mat. xi. £8, £9, SO. 

^ Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavj 
** laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
^' upon you, and learn of me, for I am meek and 
" lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto yom* 
*' souls ; for my yoke is easy, and my bui'den is 
^^ light'' 

Some sweet meditations sprang in my heart 
concerning this portion of scripture; with 
breathings of spirit for^ and rollings of bowels 
towards, those ^< that lahour^ and are heavy 
laden^^^ which I find drawings to communicate. 

1. In the gospel (which is "the power of 
Gk)d unto salvation'^) is the souVs rest. It is 
the doctrine of the kingdom, wherein is life^ 
Joy^ peace, and everlasting rest to the soul in 
God. The law had the shadow of the good 
things to come ; but under it was not the pos- 
session of the good things themselves^ but only 
a labouring after them, and a mourning and 
load because of the want of them : but in the 
gospel is the substance, the enjoyment ; life 
and immortality are there brought to Jiight, and 
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'On entrance ministered into the everlasting 
kingdom^ where they are felt, possessed and 
enjoyed. "The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand/' saith the forerunner : It is come, saith 
the Messiah : and in it there is righteousness, 
and peace, and joy in the pure Spirit of life. 

S. It 18 the will of the King of saints that 
his people should enjoy the rest and peace of 
his gospel. He would not have them always 
labouring and heavy laden, as under the law ; 
hut he would have their souls feel and enjoy 
the ease, the liberty, the sweetness, the pure 
power and eternal rest of his life. The Spirit 
of the Lord was upon him to preach glad tid- 
ings to the meek, liberty to the captives, life 
to the dead, the opening of the prison to the 
prisoner of hope, the binding ilp of the broken^ 
hearted, the pouring in of oil upon the wound- 
ed : and he would have the souls of his people 
enjoy that which he came to bring them. 

a. Christ hath plainly chalked out the path 
of his rest to every weary panting soul^ which 
he that walketh in cannot miss of He hath 
eoM up^ cast up ; he hath made the way plain 
in the gospel, so plain, that the way-faring 
man, though a fool, yet keeping to the light of 
the gospel, cannot err therein, or miss of the 
blessed rest thereof. How is it ? Why ^^ come 
«nto me ; take my yoke upon you, and learn 
of me.'' He that walketh in this path cannot 
miss of it : the rest is at the end of it, nay, the 
rest is in it : " he that belie veth entereth into 
. Abe rest." The true faith, the faith which 
stands in the power, and which is given to the 
birth which is born from above,, is the sub- 
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fttance of the rest hoped for^ and there is • 
true taste and some enjoyment of it given to 
him that truly believeth. 

4. The rest was once felt and enjoyed^ when 
the gospel was known in power. Believers, 
in the first day of the gospel, before the night 
overtook that glorious dispensation, found 
^^ peace and joy in believing f^ yea, they could 
rejoice in the Lord always. They felt the 
power and the life, which stood over all the 
powers of darkness, and brought good to them 
out of every affliction, and out of every tempt- 
ation, and out of every distress : so that they 
standing in the life, and in the power which 
ha.d quickened them, and was present with 
them, they could ^^ count it all joy when they 
fell into manifold temptations,'^ knowing the 
advantage which would accrue to them there* 
by, and possessing their souls in the pure 
patience, till God wrought it out for them. 
They had an entrance ministered to them into 
the everlasting kingdom: they received the 
Jcingdom which could not he shaken^ and in it 
had fellowship with the Father^ and with the 
Son^ and in the eternal light the blood ran in 
their vessels^ which cleansed them^ and kept 
them pure ,• and they sat down with Christ in 
the heavenly places^ even every one in the par* 
ticular mansion which God had built in them 
by his Spirit. The fear of the living God was 
put in their hearts; the Spirit of the Lord 
was within them^ and there his law was writ- 
tenj and read in the Spirit^ and the treasures 
of his kingdom were opened by the key of David 
in the hand of the Spirit j and their souls had 
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true satisfaction and rest in measure, and were 
travelling on towards the fulness. 

5. There is no rest to the soul to be enjoyed 
in the gospel from under the yoke. This stands 
eternally : that which yokes down that which 
would be at ease and liberty out of the life, 
that is the souFs true rest ; there is no other : 
and under the yoke it is enjoyed, and not oth- 
erwise ; only when that which is to be yoked 
down is consumed and destroyed, it is then no 
longer a yoke, but perfect liberty. But the 
same thing which is the liberty is the yoke : 
and under the yoke, the sweetness, the ease, 
the lightsomeness, the safe possession of the 
life is enjoyed. Mark this therefore diligent- 
ly : the yoke is not one thing, and the liberty 
another ; but one and the same. The power 
of Grod, the life everlasting, the pure light, the 
divine nature, is a yoke to the transgressing 
nature ; but it is the ease, the pleasure, the 
test, the peace, the joy, the natural center of 
that which is born of God. 

Now to the soul that hath felt breathings 
towards the Lord formerly, and in whom 
there are yet any true breathings left after his 
living presence, and after the feeling of his 
eternal virtue in the heart, I have this to say : 
Where art thou ? Jlrt thou in thy souVs rest ? 
Dost thou feel the virtue and power of the gos^ 
pel ? Dost thou feel the ease which comes from 
ilie living arm, to the heart which is joined to 
it in the light of the gospel P Is thy labouring 
for life in a good degree at an end ? And dost 
khou feel the life and power flowing in upon 
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ffeeif fhym the free fountain f Is the load really 
taken off from thy back? Boat thou find the 
captive redeemed and set free from the power 
of siny and the captivity broken^ and he which 
led thee captive from the life and from the 
eternal power ^ now led captive by the life^ and 
by the redeeming power ^ which is eternal f 
Hast thou found this, or hast thou missed of itP 
Let thine heart answer. Ah ! do not imagine 
and talk away the rest and salvation of thj 
soul. The gospel-state is a state of substance^ 
e. state of enjoying the life^ a state of feeling 
the presence and power of the Lord in hir 
pure Holy Spirit^ a state of hinding-up^ a state 
of healings a state of knowing the Lord^ and 
walking with him in the light of his own 
Spirit. It begins in a Bweet powerful touch 
of life^ and there is a ^owth in the life (in the 
power, in the divine virtue, in the rest, peace^ 
and satisfaction of the soul in Gt)d) to be ad- 
jDiinistered and waited for daily. Now art 
thou here, in the living power, in the divine 
life, joined to the spring of life, drawing water 
of life out of the well of life with joy ? Or art 
thou dry, dead, barren, sapless, or at best 
but unsatisfiedly mourning after what thou 
wantest ? 

Well, ye that are dry, dead, l)arren, as it 
yere without the living God, (that kuow not 
the shining of his sun, nor the descending of 
his dews from on high on his tender plants, 
nor the care, diligence, and circumspection of 
the husbandman over his husbandry) oh ! wait 
for the quickening virtue, for the visitations 
of the day-spring from on high ! that ye may 



be quickened again to God, that ye may find 
his life visiting you, his Spirit breathing upon 
you, that the seed of Jacob may be raisi^d in 
you to travel out of this barren state, even 
out of this land of darkness, and from under 
the shadow of death, to the land where life 
lives and flourishes, and daily distributeth 
plentiful nourishment and refreshment to all 
its oflFspring, who are taught to wait for it, and' 
to feed on it in the holy place, out of the sight 
of the eye of the fleshly wisdom. 

And ye who are still gasping after the liv- 
ing God, on whom the breathings of life still 
abide ; who remain unsatisfled inwardly for 
want of the presence of the Lord, and whose 
hearts still mourn and lament deeply after 
him, oh ! consider what is the matter, that ye 
have mourned so long, and sought so long, 
and yet to this day are at a distance from the 
thing ye have mourned for and sought after ! 

" Strait is the gate, narrow is the way, that 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
iV^ The way of unbelief is broad, yea, the 
way of belief is broad also. It is easy for a 
man so to believe concerning Christ, or in 
Christ, (as his heart may call it) as to miss of 
the nature of the true faith, and of the sweet 
and blessed effects which accompany it* It is 
easy likewise to miss the yoke, (to take up a 
wrong yoke, in the self-will, self- wisdom, self- 
interpretation of scriptures) or easy starting 
aside from the true yoke ; but it is hard com- 
ing under the yoke of the life, and hard abid- 
ing under it Again, it is easy mis-learning : 
a man may so read, and so hear; as that he 



Ikiaj be alwaja learning, and never come t<i 
the knowledge of the truth ; never come to the 
truth as it is received and held in Jesua ; but 
may so get and hold the knowledge of the 
truth^ as man in his wisdom may get and hold 
it from the letter. And if a man thus miss the 
way, how can he attain the end ? If a man 
begin not in the true faith, in the living faith^ 
how can he attain the rest which the true faith 
alone leads to ? If a man miss of the yoke, or 
abide not constantly under the yoke, how caa 
he meet with the true ease and rest which is 
in it, and which it alone can administer? If a 
man learn not the truth aright of the true 
teacher, how can he ever reap the effects of 
the true knowledge ? Ah ! poor hearts ! it is 
not enough to have breathings after God, nor 
to be very diligent and industrious, either in 
outward ordinances* or inward exercises of 
spirit ; but the way of the gospel must be cast 
up by God, and the soul led into it by him^ 
and daily preserved by him, and must walk in 
the path which is proper for it to walk in^ or 
it may mourn and cry all its days^ and never 
meet with that enjoyment of God^ and satisfac- 
tion in God, which it waits for^ and cries after. 
It is one thing to mourn after a gospel- state^ 
but another thing to be brought into it by the 
power. With my heart I own those that mourn 
after and feel the want of God, wherever they 
are ; but this I know certainly, that they can 
never come to the enjoyment of him, but in that 
living path which the scriptures testify of to be 
in him who is the life,, and which his Spirit 10 



84 

BOW found manifestly leading into. Blessed 
be his name ! 

Quest. But how may mypoorsotd^ who have 
long moumedj and groaned^ and been sick of 
lorn after my beloved^ but covld never attain to 
the satisfactory enjoyment ofhim^ come to walk 
in his path, that so I may meet with^ and lie^ 
down iny the power of life and salvation which 
the gospel holds forth to the true believer^ and 
which I have been long sensible of the deep 
want of? 

Jlns. Thou that wouldst enjoy thy beloved^ 
and feel the rest of his gospel^ and walk in that 
path which leads thereto^ wait to learn of tho 
Spirit these things following : 

1 • Know what it is that is to walk in the path 
of life^ and indeed is alone capable of walking 
therein. It is that which groans, and which 
mourns ; that which is begotten of God in thee. 
The path of life is for the seed of life. The 
true knowledge of the way, with the walking 
in the way, is reserved for God's child, for 
God's traveller. Therefore keep in the re- 
generation, keep in the birth ; be no more than 
God hath made thee, ^ive over thine own 
willing; give over thine own running; give 
over thine own desiring to know or to be any 
thing, and sink down to the seed which God 
fiows in the heart, and let that grow in thee^ 
and be in thee, and breathe in thee, and act in 
thee, and thou shalt find by sweet experience 
that the Lord knows that, and loves and owns 
that, and will lead it to the inheritance of life^ 
which is his portion. And as thou takest up 
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ihe cross to thyself^ and sufTerest tliat to over- 
spread and become a yoke over thee^ thou shalt 
become renewed^ and enjoy life^ and the ev- 
erlasting inheritance in that. 

S. Know in what light it is to wdUcy which 
is in the light of the Spirit, There the child 
is begotten^ (not in Satan's.darkness^ or high- 
est transformings into the likeness of lights 
which is but darkness; nor in the light of 
man^s wisdom^ searching knowledge^ or com- 
prehension) and there it walks : in that light 
it fetcheth every step and motion towards the 
land of life ; therefore hold no knowledge out 
of the Spirit. If any knowledge concerning 
the things of God be held out of the freshness 
of the Spirit^ it presently proves dead and un- 
profitable* The spiritual Israel cannot travel 
without a spiritual light ; which light is eter- 
nal and incomprehensible^ and cannot be held 
by man^s spirit^ but shineth fresh in the renew- 
ed spirit every day^ and so is daily gathering 
it more and more inward into itself^ compre- 
hending it in itself, and preserving it in its own 
purity, clearness, and brightness. Oh ! this 
is it hath undone many, even catching at light 
from the Spirit, transplanting the image of di- 
vine things into the earthly principle, and there 
holding of them in the earthly part, growing 
wise by them there, and making use of them 
from thence as man sees good, and not seeing 
a necessity of depending on the Spirit for fresh 
light and life every day to every spiritual mo- 
tion. Thus the traveller soon comes to lose 
the true path, and instead thereof travels on in 
a road of his own wisdom's forming : and so 
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ftongh lie seems to himself to make a large 
progress, yet makes no true progress at all, but 
is exceedingly run out aside in a by-way ; all 
which ground he must traverse back again, ere 
he can come to the truth of his former state, or 
proceed in the true travel. 

3. Know and keep to the power ^ which alone 
began any true work in the heart, which alone 
also can preserve it, and which alone can carry 
it on, Christ was made a priest, not after the 
law of a carnal commandment^ but after the 
power of an endless life : and every sacrificer 
under him ^ which every true believer is) is so 
made by the same power. The powers of 
darkness are continually at hand, which no- 
thing can stand its ground against (much less 
walk on safely) without being in that power 
which is above them. The first coming to 
Christ must be in the power of the Father^s 
drawing : and no believing afterwards is of the 
true nature, nor will avail the soul in its pro- 
gress and travels toM^ards life, but what abides 
in, and goeth forth in the same power. So the 
taking up the yoke, and drawing in it, must be 
by the power of the new life : and so must the 
disciple^s learning be. As the master teach- 
eth in the power of the Spirit the things which 
Alone can be seen with the new eye, heard with 
the new ear, and received into the new heart ; 
ao the scholar must learn and receive his les- 
sons of life in the same power. Let any dis- 
ciple of Christ be from under the shadow of 
the power, believe out of the power, walk out 
of the power, act out of the power, he is from 
tbat wherein his life stands^ and wherein alone- 
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lb hh preservatian ; and ah ! how liable is Be 
ihen to falls^ bruises^ snares^ and temptations 
of the enemy. 

4. Watch against the selfish wisdoniy in cv- 
wy step of thy growth, and in every spiritual 
motion, that that come not between thee and 
thy life ; that that deceive thee not with a like- 
ness, a shadow, making it appear more pleas- 
ing to the eye than the substance. Every step 
of thy way it will be laying baits for thee ; and 
it is easy for deceit to enter thee at any time, 
and for that wisdom to get up in thee under an 
appearance of spiritual wisdom, unless the 
Lord tenderly and powerfully preserve tliee : 
and if it prevail, it will lead thee from the path 
of the true wisdom ; it will cozen thee with a 
false faith, instead of the true faith ; with false 
praying, instead of the breathings of the truo 
child; with diligence and zeal in thy fals* 
way, instead of the true zeal and diligence ; 
yea, it will hurry thee on in the path of error^ 
abutting that eye in thee which should see, and 
hardening thine heart against thy bosom friend. 
And being thus deceived, thou mayest be as 
zealous in thy age and generation against tho 
truth, as the Jews were in theirs : and as cer- 
tainly as they put Christ to death, and perse- 
cuted his apostles, though they cried up the 
former prophets, so certainly thou (under this 
deceit) canst not but act against the present 
dispensation and appearance of Christ^s Spirit, 
and would persecute either the prophets, apoid* 
tles, or Christ himself, were it their present 
day now so to appear as formerly they did^ 

D 
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9. Let hoiking Juige in ihee (ooiieemi]t|[^ 
tfune own hearty or concerning others^ or con- 
cerning any way or truth of God) but only the 
iegotten of God in the heart. Let the light in 
which thou art begotten to Gk)d^ and which 
diines upon his begotten^ be the only judge in 
ihee^ and then thou canst not err in Judgment 
Be not hasty, be not forward in judgment; 
keep back to the life, still waiting for the ap« 
pearance and openings of the life. A few steps 
fetched in the life and power of God are much 
safer and sweeter than an hasty progress in 
the hasty forward spirit. 

Indeed this is the true religioui to feel God 
beginning the work, and to wait on him for his 
carrying it on. The feeling of God^s Spirit 
beginning somewhat in the heart, the hearths 
waiting on him for more of his Spirit, and 
walking on with him in his Spirit, as he pleas- 
eth to quicken, lead, draw, and strengthen $ 
this is the spiritual and true religion: and 
there is no duty or ordinance of the gospel out 
€>f the Spirit ; but it is easy crying up and ob« 
serving the likeness of any of them out of the 
Spirit, into which observance a strange spirit 
easily enters ; and then that which was of God 
in the heart soon withers, and a contrary build-^ 
ing is raised, and the state of the heart chang* 
ed. Oh ! wait on the Lord, that he may give 
you to understand these things ; for the apos- 
tacy from God is very deep, and more provok- 
ing among the Protestants than among the 
Papists, yea, most of all provoking where it i$ 
most inward and spirituiu* 
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Qoest. Sat how may I know and keep l# 
&e begotten ofGoAj and to the light anipow* 
er of the Lord, and keep down thefieshly wiw* 
iom and comprehension concerning the things 
iff God? 

Jhts. When Gh)d begets life in the hearty 
&ere is a savonr of it in thy vessel^ and a se* 
cret living warmth and virtue^ which the heart 
in some measure feels^ whereby it is known. 
Lie low in the fear of the Most High^ that 
this leaven may grow and increase m thee. 
This is the leaven of the kingdom ; this is it 
which mnst change thy heart and nature^ and 
make thy vessel (which perhaps hath been 
long aiid much corrupted) fit to receive tho 
treasure of the kingdom. Now while tha 
savour is upon thee^ while the virtue of the 
life is fresh in thee^ thou findest some strength 
towards Gt)d^ with some little taste and ms* 
ceming of the things ^ his kingdom* Know 
thy weakness^ and go not beyond thy rneas* 
nre ; but in what thou hast received bow be« 
fore the fulness^ worship God in that, and be 
patient in what he exercises thee withal^ wait« 
lag for more from him. And when the ni^t 
comes upon thee^ and thou perhaps art at a 
loss^ missing the savour and presence of the 
life^ and not knowing how to come by it again^ 
be patient and stilly and thou wilt find breath- 
ings after a fresh visitation^ and a meek^ hum- 
ble^ broken spirit before the Lord. Thoa. 
wilt see thou canst do nothing to recover his 
presence again ; nay^ thou canst not so much 
as wait for him^ or breathe after him> without 
his help } but he is nigh to the poor^ nigh \m 
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Ihe broken, nigh to the distressed, nigh to the 
helpless. Oh ! do not with thy fleshly cries 
and roarings think to awaken thy beloved 
before his season ; but in the night of distress^ 
feel after somewhat w^hich may quiet and stay 
thy heart till the next springing of the day. 
The sun will arise, which will scatter the 
elouds; and he is near thee who will give 
thee to hope that thou shalt yet see God, and 
find again the quickenings and leadings of his 
Bpirii And in the day of his power thou 
wilt find strength to walk with him ; yea, is 
the day of thy weakness his grace will be 
sufficient for thee; and he will nurture thee 
up in his life by his pure Spirit, causing thee 
to grow under his shadow ; and he will be 
teaching thee to live, and to speak, and to 
move and act from the principle, and within 
ihe compass of his light and life etemaL Only 
be not wise to catch the notion of things into 
the earthly part, where the moth can corrupt, 
and where the thief can break through and 
steal; but know the divine treasury, where 
all the things of life are treasured up by the 
Spirit, and handed forth to the living child 
with fresh life, according to its need of them. 
And thus thy heart being kept close to God, 
and thy spiritual senses continually exercised 
about the things of God, it will be easy to thee 
to know the Shepherd's voice, and to distin- 

fuish the sound of the Spirit in thine own 
eart : and that which tries spirits and mo- 
tions in thine own heart, will also give thee 
the discerning of truth and error abroad, even 
Hf the Spirit of God, and the spirit of Sataii 
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in others ; so that thou wilt be able to try not 
only wordsy but spirits^ becoming acquainted 
with the anointings which savours all thingSi 
and will give thee to judge, not by the words, 
bat by the power ; for thou thyself being in th« 
power, in the anoiating, in the savour, it will 
become natural to thee to feel, to taste, to know, 
and unite with what is one with thy life, what 
comes from the same Spirit in others, and ta 
turn from the contrary. And thus thy life, 
thy growth, thy path will be sweet, safe, 
clear, certain, demonstrative in the Spirit, and 
past all reasonings of flesh and blood, either 
m thyself or others. The beginning of lif« 
ebcxnal is in an higher principle than man can 
come at. Maa^s wisdom and knowledge of 
tike things of God is but brutish before it. As 
thou comest into that principle, abidest and 
fl^rowest in that principle, thou art beyond 
man's judgment, and art able to judge man^ 
and fathom his whole course as with a span ) 
Imt art quite out of his reach in the lowest of 
thy motions, thoughts, or actions; I mean 
such as flow from, and are comprehended 
in, the life. 

ISAAC PENINGTON the Younger. 
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(The foBdwing Piece sncceedci an Address ^^ To 
such BB are not satislBed with a Profession.'^] 

A QUERY, WITH ITS ANSWER, 

WHAT IS THE TRUE COHFESSION OF CHRIST^ 

«rren that Confession which ariseth from the knowl- 
edge which is life eternal ? 

Ans^ Friends^ I witness it to be this ; A 
confession of his nature^ a confession of fai» 
Bpirit^ a confession of his life^ a confession of 
Ms power. To confess tiie present living 
appearance of Christy that is to confess Christ. 
^ Behold^^^ fiHith he^ '< I stand at the door and 
knock*'^ He that heareth his voice^ acknowl- 
edgeth him^ letteth him in^ snbjecteth to his 
truth and Holy Spirit; he confesseth him. 
But^ though a man should acknowledge and 
confess all that is recorded in the scriptures 
concerning him ; yet if he know not his knocks^ 
80 as to let him iu; and become subject to his 
power^ he doth not confess Christ as he ought 
to do^ and as God requireth of him. Oh ! that 
ye could learn thus to know Christy and thus 
to confess him ! For until ye thus know him, 
ye cannot thus confess him ! and your knees 
must first bow at his name^ before your tongues 
can rightly confess him, to the glory of Gt)d 
the Father ! For if ye will indeed glorify the 
Father, ye must bow to the Son, who is the 
light wherein God dwells, in the shinings 
wbereof he appears to, and visits the sons of 
aisn. Aulas the Bon himself is spiritual } so 
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iii flie light wherewith he visits cUiTk 
His law is is^iritual^ able to convert the soul 
of any man in whose heart it is written^ and 
to make wise (the most simple among men) 
unto salvaticm. For the law of Ood, writ in 
the hearty is from the covenant of life ; and 
delivers and preserves from the law of sin and 
deaths having the lights power^ and Spirit of 
Christ in and with it^ from whom it comes. 

Now if ye will know these things clearly, 
certainly^ and infallibly ; wait to feel some 
toaches, some drawings, some convictions of 
Gbd's Spirit upon your hearts. And then 
dispute not iigainst them ; but immediately 
become subject^ so far as the light and draw- 
ings of the Father incline and lead the mind $ 
and then ye shall see what he is that draws/ 
and of what nature his drawings are. And if 
once ye come to feel the preciousness of hia 
ointment; and to partake of it, receiving it 
and following it, it will bring you into the pure 
vii^inity, which loves and longs after the nam/a 
that ancunts with the pure living oil. 

Friends, I was once where ye now are ; and 
in that day^ I also (through error and mistake) 
called the light wherewith Christ hath en« 
lightened man^ natural^ as ye now do. But 
the Lord hath since shewed me, that it was 
not the true birth of life in me which so called 
it; and it is also manifested to me in hia 
Spirit of truths (which deceives not) that it is 
not the true birth in you> which so judges of 
it Oh ! that ye were born of the Spirit^ and 
in it knew the names of the things from their 
nature, and might be taught of the Father to 



wonhip in ike Son ! whicli ye can Mver d% 
iiU ye come into the Son's light ; and that i« 
&B Son's lights even thai wherewith he hath 
enlightened men, that they might believe in 
the Father through him \ The scriptures (or 
any words spoken or written) are not the light 
itself but testimonies conoemine the li^t« 
Now that which ye are to come into, and to 
dwell and abide in^ is the light itself; whicli 
light was before any words that testify of It^ 
and is the substance of all the shadowjs, and 
the end of all the testimomes concerning it. 
He is A^^HxA Omaga^ the Be^nning and 
the Exkd of the new creation of God. Oh ! that 
ye ao knew him ! 

[Yet that which the scriptures testify con« 
oermng Christ is exactly true according as it 
is there related, and is so acknowledged and 
really owned by us ; though we obtained not 
mir, knowledge of Christ by the letter, but by 
receiving a principle of life from God ; and 
coming into union with his Spirit, we came to 
the true knowledge and owning of tlie letter ; 
which as it came from the life, so can it only 
]^e r%htly read and understood in the life 
from which it came : so that he that is out of 
that, cannot but err concerning the letter, and 
misjudge concerning the things of God ; where* 
as he that is guided by, and lives in, God^a 
%»rit, (receiving his knowledge there) cannot 
err concerning the Spirit, or concerning the 
letter ; but hath that within him, which giv^s 
to him^ and preserves him in, the true sense 
Md undeistanding of both»}»»..voL» d. p» 8S# 
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> That from which the flcriptares came^ is the 
things the life^ the Spirit, the power itself) 
which is ahle to write inwardly, as well as 
outwardly. And he that kiiows the things 
and is led to the thing by the inward writings 
(which is the testimony of Jesus, the Spirit of 
prophecy) he by the testimony of Jesus, by the 
Spirit of prophecy, is led to the Holy Power | 
which he believing in, it prevails to save him 
out of the contrary spirit and power. And 
this the Gentiles without the law, the Jews 
tmder the law, and the believers under grace, 
had spiritually all one and the same way and 
path of life unto salvation ; and God will be 
clear and just in judging them all according 
thereunto, who had au some manifestation <^ 
the gospel and power which saves, according 
to the dispensation of the good pleasure of the 
free giver. And men's perishing in the time 
of every dispensation, i^ not for want of light 
and power from CK)d, but from men's withdraw* 
ing and apostatizing from the light and power^ 
which in every dispensation of life stretched 
forth its hand and arm sufflciently to gathw 
and save. 



Thebb is one thing more in my heart unto yo« at 
fliis time, which is 

CONCERNINa APPLYING THB PROMISES. 

The Promises of God are great and pre« 
cious, and give to partake of the divine nature 
&ose that wait upon the Lord in the faith and 



•bedieace of his troths Now tkere arc! estates 
•nd ooaditions to whkh they do belong j and 
there are estates and conditions to which they 
do not belong: and if any one apply any 
promise to himself^ he not being in that estate 
and condition to which that promise belongs^ 
be deceives his soul^ and sucks not in the tme 
pweetness atid comfort of the promisei but of 
to OWB imasi^r, .,,«h«.i«» «,nc«,rfBg 
the promise* 

There is a state of woukiding, of judging^ of 
6od^i pleading with the soul^ because of sin 
luid transgression. Now he that breaks and 
wounds^ he alone can bind up and heal j and 
the Lord is to be waited upon in the way of 
liis jm^ments^ until he see meet to bind u^ 
and heaL Now the liwd heal« by the sane 
Bpirit and power wherewiiii he wwinds j but 
k is hard to lie undei* the judgment^ to bear the 
indigaation of the Lord^ and so keep the wound 
(which he makes) ope^^ till he pour in the oil^ 
a»d heaL For there is that near^ which will 
be offering to heal before the season^ and will 
fce bfli^ii^ in promises^ and applying pro<- 
mises^ otherwise than the Spirit of the Lord 
intendeth or applieth them. Now this is dili« 
gently to be watched a^inst^ that the hurt of 
the soul (judged and wounded by the Spirit of 
the Lord) be not healed slightly^ and peace 
spoken to it fand an expectation and hope 
raised in it) which is not of the Lord. But 
tliis ii the right way, even to give up to feel that 
which wousHb, and to receive the woundings 
of thy souPis friend^ and lie low before him in 
the wounded state^ waitmg upon him in tho 



ymj of his jod^entft Mid rigbteoiis indigMh* 
tioA ; till the same that wounded^ speak peace* 
For the same is to speak peace^ and not anoth* 
er; ^^I the Lord wound^ and I heal; j^kill^ 
^^ and I make alive.'^ ^^ Judgment is mine^ and 
^< mercy is mine ; and they both issue from my 
*^ lips/^ (See Isa. xii. i,) So every one, that 
would not be deceived about^ nor misapply 
the promises^ wait to feel that in yoU| which 
leads into the condition to which the promise 
belongs^ and to be led into and kept in the con- 
dition by it And then, the same that leads 
into the condition^ will apply the promise to 
him who is in the condition^ the ear being open 
to him^ hearkening to the Lord^ waiting what 
he will speak^ who speaks peace to his people 
in his seasons ; and having the ear shut 
against the voice of the unrighteous troubler of 
the souls of God's heritage. Yea^ he that ap« 
plieth the promises to the soul, (having brought 
it into the state to which they belong] he also 
will lead and bring unto the fulfilling of the 
promises, even to the receiving of the good 
things promised and waited for ; so that the 
soul shall witness the gospel to be a glorious^ 
state indeed ; a state of life, a state of liberty^ 
a state of power, a state of dominion^ a state of 
holiness, a kingdom of righteousness and peace^ 
wherein there are everlasting mansions and 
dwelling-places in Christ Jesus, for the seed 
of the righteous for evermore. The Lord God 
of everlasting mercy, life, power, and rich 
goodness, cause the light of his own Holy 
Spirit to shine into your hearts, guide you 
thereby into and in the true 'way, even in the 
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^lure Imng paih^ (whicli was and is bnt tiam 
for ever) that ye may come into the true posses* 
sion, and full enjoyment^ and infiallible wife* 
Jiessing of these things* 

iiSd of the Second Month, 1668. 



'Theke is another Qvekt^ of great Concernment^ 
which springeth up in nly Heart towards you. 

Query. Is not the Spirit^ or anointing, the 
great gospel-promise, and the great gospel- 
ordinance ? Is not he truths and no lie^ and the 
leader out of all lies and deceits into the truth, 
and the preserver of the mind and spirit there- 
in ? ^^ Little children/^ said the same apostle, 
who had directed to the anointings ^^keep 
yourselves from idols.'' Is there any possi- 
bility of being kept from images and idols, but 
by him ? Can any understand the things of the 
Spirit, or the words spoken by the Spirit con- 
cerning spiritual things, but by him? And 
then, is not every apprehension, that ye take 
up from the scriptures concerning spiritual 
things, which ye have not from him, (but com- 
prehend and gather of yourselves) an image, 
or conceiving of your own, concerning that 
thing, and not that true knowledge and under- 
standing of the thing which he alone can give ? 
Oh ! that all the chambers of imagery were 
thrown down in you, and every idol of the 
heart and mind discovered to you, and broken 
down by the light and power of the Lord ; 
tiiat ye might come to that which is pure and 
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Iki^ tnd by its purifying kimw the pure 
hearty the pure miiid^ the pure conscience^ and 
offeir up the pure ]ierfect offering; not the 
knee^ blind^ imperfect^ ftc. which were nc^ 
accepted (in the figure) under the law^ nor 
acceptable under the gospeL MaL i« 11^ 18^ 
and chap. iii. 8* 

Friends^ ye mtret know that which is pure 
frofm Gbd^ and ye must come into it (out of 
that which is impure^ into that which is pure.) 
Now that ye may do so^ ye must know the 
purifying; for nothing that is impure^ can 
enter into that which is pure« Yea, ye must 
become priests to Gx)d^ and wear the priest^s 
garment^ the pure garment^ the living garment, 
the fine linen, without mixture of the woollen* 
Ye must be bom of the innocency, be clothed 
with the imioceney. The stony, hard, des- 
perately* wicked heatt must be taken away, 
and the tender heart of flesh received, the 
mind renewed io God, the fear put within, 
(which cleanseth and keepeth dean) the law 
writ within, the Spirit of the Lord put in the 
inward parts, and felt powerfully operating 
and changing there. Yea, and the inside 
must not only be clean, but the outside also ; 
for ye must be clothed with the Spirit, clothed 
with the Lamb's righteousness and holiness ; 
and thus ye must appear before the Lord in 
his temple, which is the beauty of holiness, 
whose house holiness becomes forever ; where 
ye are never to appear in your own filthy 
:tag8, but in the ni^re, Spiril^ righteousness, 
«nd life of Christ*. And thus ye are well- 
^aising.to God> even in that which is of &od $ 
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being bom ef that^ formed of thaf^ fotmd is 
that^ appearing in that. But in his own^ no 
man can be accepted ; for it is determined of 
God^ and stands irreversible for ever^ that in 
his own (in his own knowledge^ in his own 
Ikith^ in his own obedience^ in his own right* 
cousness^ in his own willing and runnings &c.) 
shall no flesh for ever be justified in his sight; 
but only and alone in the nature^ Spirit^ life^ 
righteousness^ faith^ obedience^ and holiness 
of his Son. Therefore wait for the seed^ that 
ye may know the seed^ feel the seed^ the pure 
aeed of life, the leaven of the heavenly king- 
dom, and may witness it arising and come in 
you to do the will, and you in it quickened 
and enabled to live to and serve the living 
God. And when ye know this seed, ye know 
Christ ; and when ye receive this seed, ye re- 
ceive Christ ; and if it live in you, Christ lives 
in you ; and in it (being in it, and abiding in 
it) are ye heirs of the life, kingdom, and pow- 
er, which hath no end ; and shall daily feel 
the promises and blessings belonging to the 
seed, flowing in upon your spirits. But if ye 
cont* -it yourselves with the knowledge of 
Christ, which the erring and apostatised spirit 
of man from the life and power may gather 
cut of the letter of the scriptures, and feed 
thereon ; that will not nourish you up to eter- 
nal life, but death and sin, and the gates of 
hell will have power over you notwithstanding 
that ; but if ye, through the Spirit, receive 
power over that which is contrary to God, and 
through him mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
shall live. Therefore wait for the manifest* 
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Ation of the pure power of the endless lifk 
which is now dispensed from on high^ blessed 
be the name of the living one^ and wait to 
know and be joined to that seed of life, 
wherein and whereby it is dispensed, that j% 
may witness Ghrl^Bt^s kingdom come to yoU| 
and the reign of your spirits with him therein^ 
over all that captivateth from him, loadeth the 
0oul^ boweth down and oppresseth* 



A POSTSCRIPT, 

CONCERNING DECEIT AND BEINO DECEIVBD. 

There is that which deceives, where it is 
liearkened to, and there is that which is liable 
to be deceived by it. There is likewise that 
which deceiveth not ; and there is also that 
which cannot be deceived. So likewise there 
is a pure fear and watching in the truth against 
the deceit, lest by any means it should enter 
,and betray. As also there is a fear that is a 
snare, (which the true faith preserves out of) 
whereby many are entangled in the very 
bowels of deceit, even concerning those very 
things about which they are afraid they should 
be deceived. This hath been experienced by 
those, who have been acquainted with the 
liord's precious truth, and thereby are ccftne 
to know and discern the wiles and devices of 
Satan ; who often hath quenched what the 
Lord hath kindled, by his stirring up a fear, 
lest it should not be of the Lord; but from the 
spirit of deceit 



It is trae^ that in ^e apostacy frcm tlie W^ 
and Spirit of trutb^ deceit did generally pre* 
Tail and overwhelm the minds of people. And 
»o far as people are yet in the apostacy^ not 
being gathered and reifteemed out of it^ bythe 
Spirit and power of the liord^ they are yet 
under deceit ; though perhaps they little think 
BO. Little did we think formerly^ {and little 
do they think now, who are now in that state 
we were then in) that while we so much feared 
being deceived, we were already deceived, 
being short of the life and power of truth, 
which alone is able to make free and preserve 
from deceit. When the Lord cometh to briog 
to the primitive light and principle, that he 
might perfectly deliver out of deceit; ^^hat 
can the enemy do more advantageously te« 
wards keeping his hold in the mind, and'to* 
wards keeping the mind in the deceits wherein 
be hath already entangled it, than to stir up 
and heighten a fear in it, lest the precious 
truth, which Ood maketh manifest to deliver 
the soul by, should be deceit ? And they that 
hearken to and let in the voice of the deceiver, 
must needs believe it to be so. And thus with 
ihem light cometh to be called darkness, and 
darkness light. Yea, who is it, at this day, 
who escapeth this snare, of calling evil good, 
and good evil? Purely none but he, whose 
soul is led into and lives in the light and power 
of truth. 

For most men take up principles, (according 
to their own, or other men^s understanding oft 
the scriptures) and judge according to those 
principles ; and so the Spirit and light of tfaii 



Xiord jadgeth not in them^ but they themteWM 
judge according to an assumed knowledge. 
So that flesh is not silent^ the man is not dead 
in them and brought to* nothings but only lives 
in an higher region than he did before. Be- 
fore^ he lived in an apparent unrighteousness; 
now he lives in an imagined righteousness and 
faith ; but not in the Son's righteousness^ not 
in the Son's faith^ not in the Son's power, not 
in the Son's dominion ; but at best only in that 
\yhich he apprehendeth and strongly imi^n* 
eth to be so. 

Oh ! happy is he, who is come through all 
his own imaginings and conceivings about 
the things of God, and his own apprehensions 
about i^criptures and promises, and is come in- 
to the thing itself, into the Spirit of life, into 
the truth and into the power, and who walks 
with God therein^ daily witnessing the redemp- 
tion which is of him through his Son Jesus 
Christ, who is known and partook of in ths 
pure quickening Spirit, and not otherwise* 
And he that is truly begotten of God, and 
dwells with him in the light which is eternal, 
knows that he is of God i wliich others may 
sti^ongly imagine they are, but none else can 
truly know it, but may easily err and be en- 
tangled in the deceits of the enemy, (about the 
Jiew birth, and other weighty things) while 
they are greatly afraid of being deceived by 
him, and so, through that fear, fly the pure 
truth, which frees from deceits, lest it should 
deceive them. 
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CONCEBNINO THE WORSHIP OF TSB 

LIVING GOD, 

WHICH BJS TEACH£TH ISEABXi UU jPRO^l^t 

Who know him to be the Only True God^ and tiie 

Worship which he teachetli them, to be the only 

True Spiritual Worship. 

Becaitsb the worship of God is a weigh^ 
things and there have been^ and gtill are^ go 
many errors about it^ and the errors therein 
are of such dangerous consequence^ both in 
relation to men^s eternal estate hereafter^ and 
to their right constitution^ peace^ and welfare 
in this world ; and because I have had deep 
experience concerning the worship of God from 
a child^ having travelled in spirit with my God 
for the right knowledge thereof^ and in single* 
Hess of heart giving up unto him^ according a9 
he hath taught and led my poor^ needy^ de« 

Sending soul; I say^ therefore is it on my 
eart, to answer some few questions concern* 
ing the worship of Gody for the service of €iacli 
as both desire and need instruction therein. 

Quest 1. Who is the worshipper^ the ae* 
eeptahle worshipper in the sight of God P Or 
whom hath God chosen out^ to hold forth him 
worship in the sight of the worlds since he re* 
jected the Jews with their worship P 

That God hath appointed a chosen people 
to worship him^ that I pre-suppose ; though^ if 
need were^ the proof thereof might be ready at 
hand. It is not every man that would thrust 
himself upou the Lord^ whom the Lord will 



aoo^t ; bni ^^ the Faikerseeketh audi to wov* 
ship him.'' Johu iv. S3. There is a capacity 
to be found in nian^ to make him a worship* 
per ) even such a capacity^ as may enable him 
to perform that worship which Ood requiretk 
of him. Now this is the thing to be inquired 
into I What this capacity ia^ and who aw lia 
peraans that wipe found in ihi$ capacity P 

Ans. The worshipper in the times of th# 
gespel^ the worshipper under the New Testa^ 
ment^ is ^^ he that is bom of Ood.'' He that ia 
drawB out of the dark spirit of this worlds and 
formed anew in the light of God's Bpirit. Ha 
that is a Jew inward^ he that hath the uncir« 
cumcision oi his heart cut off by the power of 
God; this is the worshipper^ whom ^Uha 
Father seeks to worship him." Tlus is the 
sort of worshippers God chose, when he cast 
off the Jews. God did not choose any one 
nation^ m many nations, instead of that one 
which he cast off; but he sent his apostles and 
lainisters among all nations, to gather a spir* 
ifaial seed, instead of the natural. And these 
alone are capable of setting up, and holding 
forth, his spiritual worship unto the world, 
and to provoke them to wait for, and press to- 
wards, the capacity of coming into the same 
spiritual worship with them. 

auest. S. Which is the place of worship 9 
ns. The only place of worship in the New 
Testament, is where the spiritual worsfaippera 
meet together. The place is spiritual. Aa 
the worship is spiritual, so is the place where 
it is to be offered. It liath a spiritual consid- 
furation; not outward^ a$ under the law. It 
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Where doth my soul offer its private worship 
io Ood? Hath it relation to any outward place? 
Or is it in the building which God hath reared 
up in my heart by his Spirit ? Which building 
stands in^ and is comprehended in^ his Spirit. 
And I can offer his public worship in no other 
place^ but in a building of the same nature^ in 
an house built of more of the same stones. 
Thi^ then is the way of worshipping in the 
true light; divers living stones meeting to* 

{;ether^ every one retiring in spirit into the 
iving name^ into the power which begat them^ 
they all meet in one and the same place^ in 
one and the same power^ in one and the same 
fountain of life j and here they bow down to 
the Father of life^ offering up living sacrifices 
to him^ and receiving the bread and water of 
life from him^ and feeding in the rich pastures 
of his infinite fulness. In the holy city^ in the 
living temple^ which is built by God^ of the 
stone which all other builders refuse^ is the 
place of the worship of the living God^ where 
the true Jews meet to offer up their spirits^ 
souls^ and bodies^ a living sacrifice to the Far- 
ther of life ; and where they meet with such a 
glorious presence and power of the Father, as 
none but the true Jews were ever acquainted 
with. 

Quest. 3. What is the worship^ or what arB 
the sacrifices J which the true worshippers offelF 
up to God in this holy place ? 

Ans. The gifts of his Spirit. These they 
offer up, and nothing else. The breathings 

5^hich the Father gives into the heart of thf 
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ebfld^ 4hey are breamed baek mito Imn Sn Am 
aame spirit of life ; iif the Ima^ Msse, In tte 
qoickeQing power. Noting of nan'e wndon^ 
nothing of man's invention^ notUng according 
to man's will^ nothing that would please th* 
fleshy or seem glorious in its eye, isirflewd up 
liere ; but the exhortations, or di^ectioiis^ or 
teproofs that spring up in God's light, in G^od'^ 
wisdom, they are given forth in the leadings^ 
and by the guidance of his Spirit, and they 
reach to the hearts of those, to whom'he please 
e^ to direct them. And this is ihe ground of 
such, meltings, and breakings, and conTictioiis 
i&( 4»otfl (and sueh-like inwsfd 4i^ations) mm 
<»re fre^piently found in such assemblies. For 
the Irring GStm is there, and the dread of hu 
power overspreads the hearts of such as «re 
gathered into and assembled in bis name ; and 
the life springs in the learthem vessels, and 
the savour is precious to all that have tiieir 
spiritual senses. 
Quest. 4. W9iat'Uthe40ttBnpfqgbrin^^ 

A%8. The ^seasons «ft^ true wwsh^-stan^ 
in the will of GoA. They are gUts, wadiUxt 
time df. them stands in the will of 1^ Quiver. 
jpjmyer is a gift. A man x^annot pray when be 
will ; but he is to watch and to wait, when the 
i'ather will kindle in him living briiathinga 
towards himself. Bo the word ^/God^ wheth^ 
«r of exhortation or instrudion, is « gift, which 
is to be waited for, and then to be gii^n fortk 
^ the life and strength of tibat Spirit wbiA 
caused it to spring. Indeed it is an bard 
matt^ either to speak the word of the Lord, 



ertobeurthe wwdof theLord. Aman ma^ 
•a«ly speak what he invents^ and another may 
easily hear and jndge of such words ; but to* 
speak the word of life^ requires the tongue of 
the learned in the language of Go^'s {Spirit ; 
and <o hear the word of life^ requires a quick- 
ened ear.; and to know the times pnA seasons 
of the Spirit^ requires both being begottoa of 
the Spirit, and being acquainted with it. 

Quest 5. Was this ike wardiip of Uieform-- 
er Christians in the apostles days? 

Jtns. Search the scripturec. Were not they 
come to the New Jerusalem ? And where did 
ihey offer their sacrifices ? Did they offer them 
in the Old Jerusalem, or at Samaria^ or the 
mountain where the fathers worshipped ? Or 
did they not rather offer them at the Mount 
Sion, to which tliey were come ; where the 
male of the flock, even the Lamb without spot, 
is known, and the blood of sprinkliog felt? 
Heb. xii. SJ8, S3, 84. and 1 Pet ii. 6. Oh! 
read ! read in the life of God ! the nature^of 
the things themselves ; and do not feed upon 
your own ima^ations, or the imaginations of 
any other men concerning them. Sweet is our 
God ; his living presence is exceedingly nour- 
ishing to the soul ; precious is his power felt 
in the heart ; it is no less than life eternal to 
worship him in his Spirit Oh ! let not the 
enemy of the soul cheat your souls any longer 
of the precious things of his kingdom, with 
husky and dry food instead thereof, which 
only gratifieth the earthly part, but nourisheth 
not the immortal life. 
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^aeist. 6. How came the leorskip tf God Hn 
ie transformed and changed so from the livine 
mwer, into such dead formal ways^ asgenertS^ 
ly worshippers in the unrrld arefounain 9 

•Stns. The enemy hath done this^ by Gfod'9 
permission. The Lord was pleased to suffer 
him thus far to prevail against the troth ; even 
to get into the form of it^ and there to beget 
men into the form^ and then deny and tnm 
against the power. And this is the way of 
antichrist in kingdoms and nations^ even to 
set up a formal way of worship^ and by it to 
fight against the true power. 

Quest. 7- How long hath this been donsy ani 
how long is it yet to fast f 

Jlns. From antichrist's beginning, all the 
time of his reign, until his overthrow. Thtt 
formal way of religion will never be over- 
turned, nor the power of religion find place in 
the earth, but there will be still countenanc* 
ing of formal ways of worship, and taming 
head against the power and life of the Spirit, 
until antichrist's time come to an end, and 
the Lord consume him by the Spirit of his 
mouth, and destroy him by the brightness of 
his coming. 

Quest 8. When shall this he f 

Ans. The Lord is about this work. He 
hath already raised up that, which hath not 
been raised up for many generations ; and the 
Lord hath sorely smote down the Spirit of 
antichrist in many hearts already ; and he is 
fetching a great and universal blow at him ; 
at which stroke, when it cometh from the 
throne of God, the nations shall tremble be* 
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J[^ ftlMe therein^ as now it i» reproMb&L 
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OK PRAYER. 

True prayer is the hreaihing qf the ehili to 
the Father which begat it^ from the sense a^ 
its wants, for the supply of those wants. 

^< The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof ; but canst not 
tell whence it cometh> and whither it gpeth ; 
flo is every one that is born of the Spirit.'^--* 
John iii. 8« God^ by the breath of his Spirit^ 
begets a man out of the spirit and Ukeness of 
this world into his own image and likeness; 
He that is thus begotten^ wants nouridiment, 
wants the divine warmth^ the breasts of con* 
solaticm^ the clothing of the Spirit^ the gair* 
ment of salvation ; wants the bread of life i» 
feed on ; wants the water of life* to .drink f 
wants strength against the enemy's assaults^ 
wisdom against his snares and temptations ; 
^ants the arm of the Deliverer to preserve 
and carry on the work of redemption daily f 
wants faith to deny the fleshly wisdom^ that 
80 he may trust and feel the virtue of the ana 
of the Deliverer; wantB hope^ patience^ 
meekness^ a clear guidance^ an upright heart 
to follow after the Lord ; yea, very many ar«^ 
Che daily wants of that which is begotten by 
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the breath of Ood^ in its state of weakness, 
until it be drawn up into the unity of the 
body^ where the full communion with the life 
is felt^ the heart satisfied^ and the wants 
drowned. 

Now the breathing of ibis child to the Fa- 
ther from the sense of these wants for his 
supply ; that is prayer ; nay^ though it be but 
a groan^ or sigh^ which cannot be uttered^ oi* 
expressed; yet that is prayer, true prayer, 
which hath an acceptance with the Lord, and 
receiveth a gracious answer from him. And 
he that begetteth the child, teacheth him to 
pray, even by the same Spirit which begat 
him. In watching daily to the Spirit, the 
child is kept sensible of the will of the Fa- 
ther, and in his light he sees the way wherein 
he is to walk ; he sees also the enemy when 
he is coming, yea, and the snares he is privily 
laying, and he feels his own weakness to with- 
stand or escape : and in this sense his heart 
cries to the Father of spirits for preservation ; 
for him to stand by him ; for him to step in 
in the needful time, even in the season of dis- 
tress. And thus watching to the Spirit, the 
life of a Christian is a continual course of 
prayer : he prays continually. This is the 
living prayer of the living child, which con- 
sists not in a form of words, either read out of 
a book, or conceived in the mind ; but in feel- 
ing the breath of its nature issuing out from 
the principle of life in it to the living spring, 
which is the Father of it ; who, by causing 
his virtues to spring up in it, nourisheth it to 
everlasting life. 
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But now, man who is not born of the Spirit, 
but (by conceiving some of the truths of God 
in the wisdom from below) hath attained to 
some change of opinion and conversation, he 
pretends to be this birth from above, though 
indeed he is born but of ^* bloods,^^ or ^^ of the 
will of the flesh," or '^ of the will of man,^^ 
John i. 13. and what God begets in, and gives 
to, his true child, he will be imitating, though 
he be out of the nature and spirit where the 
true child is begotten, and where the true gift 
of the Father is received by him. He will be 
believing, though he hath not received any 
proportion of the living faith from the hand of 
the Father: he will be forming repentance 
and sorrow for sin, though his heart be not 
turned from it ; he will be hoping in God's 
mercy, although he be both from off the foun- 
dation, and from under the shadow of the 
mercy-seat ; and he will be praying, though 
he hath neither received the Spirit, nor been 
taught by the Spirit to pray ; and so being 
from that which should guide him, and teach 
him the truth and way of worship as it is in 
Jesus, he runs out into the inventions and 
imaginations, and sets up a way of his own 
chusing ; which he having much considered 
of, and beat out by reasonings, and fenced 
about with arguments, he grows wise in his 
own eyes, and now verily believes it to be the 
way of God, and that he is able to maintain 
it against all opposers. Thus one man, he is 
for a form ; another man, he is against a form, 
and for conceived prayers; and each think 
themselves ab)e to maintain their own, and to 
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overthrow each other. But oh ! that that ear 
were open which can hear the truth! that 
where there is any true^ honesty upright desire 
after God^ from the simplicity of the hearty it 
might not he thus betrayed through the sub- 
tilty of the fleshly wisdom^ which lies lurking 
in the wise^ reasonings knowing part^ to be- 
tray the poor weak babe. Tlie natural man^ 
the reasoning man^ the understanding mau^ 
the wise man according to tiie natural wisdom^ 
cannot understand the things of God. Here 
is no learning to pray aright^ to believe aright^ 
to liope aright^ to mourn aright, to rejoice 
aright^ &c. but this wisdom must be brought 
to nothings i Cor. i. 19. and a man must be- 
come a child to all knowledge^ as let in this 
way ; and he that so becomes a child; is taught 
to pray^ to believe^ to wait^ to hope^ and aH 
that is necessary to eternal life. 

Now as the Father teacheth to pray^ so he 
giveth desires or words^ if he please^ accord- 
ing to the present need« Sometimes he gives 
but ability to sigh or groan (if he give no more^ 
he accepts that). Sometimes he gives strong 
breathings and plenty of words to pour out the 
soul in before the Lord. But if a man should 
catch those words^ and lay them up against 
another time^ and offer them up to God in his 
own will, this would be but will- worship and 
abomination. This I have known experi- 
mentally, and have felt the wrath of God for 
it. That is prayer, which comes fresh from 
the Spirit; and that is a true desire which 
the Spirit begets ; but the affections and sparks 
of man's kindling please not the Lord, nor do 
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ihej conduce to the soul's rest^ but will end 
in itt bed of sorrow, Isa. 1. 11. 

Now VL» touching the Book of Common 
Prayer, or prayers conceived without the im- 
mediate breathings of the Spirit, I shall speak 
mine own experience faithfully, which is this ; 
I have felt both these ways draw out the wrong 
part, and keep that alive in me, which the true 
prayer kills. And he that utters a word be- 
yond the sense which God begets in his spirit^ 
takes God's name in vain, and provokes him 
to jealousy against his own soul. ^^ God is ia 
heaven, thou art on ejtrth, therefore let thy 
words be few/' The few words which the 
Spirit speaks, or the few still, soft, gentle 
breathings which the Spirit begets, are pleas- 
ing to God, and profitable to the soul ; but the 
many words which man's wisdom affects, hurt 
the precious life, and thicken the veil of death 
over the soul, keeping that part alive which 
separates from God ; which part must die ere 
the soul can live. 

The true prayer is by that which God begets 
iu the virtue of his Spirit, (^^ praying always 
in the Spirit," Ephes. vi. 18. Jude 20.) in the 
time he chooses : for the Spirit breatheth as 
well when he listeth, as where he listeth; 
and man cannot limit him when he shall 
breathe, or when he shall not breathe ; but is 
to wait the season of his breathing, and so to 
"* watch unto prayer." 

Now if the prayer be in words, (for there is 
a praying without words) then it must be in 
those words which he pleaseth to give, from 
the sense which he kindleth, and not in the 
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words which man's wisdom teacheth^ or would 
choose to use. And indeed^ in the true relig- 
ion^ and in every exercise of it, man's wisdom 
is kept out, and nailed to the cross, hy which 
means the immortal life is raised, and grows 
in the true disciple. He helievea^ he hopes, 
he waits, he prays, he mourns, he rejoices, 
he obeys, &c. in the cross to the mortal part ; 
not as man's wisdom teacheth, or would teach, 
or can teach any of these things ; for his sa- 
crifice is still an abomination, even to tha 
wise Egyptian part in himself ; (O wise man ! 
abase thyself before the Lord m his Spirit, 
that thou mayest read this and live !) but as 
the life teacheth, as the wisdom from above 
teacheth, which breaketh down, shutteth up, 
confoundeth and destroyeth man's wisdom, 
while he is teaching his babe. 

[So that mark : prayer is wholly out of the 
will of the creature, wholly out of the time of 
the creature, wholly out of the power of the 
creature ; in the Spirit of the Father, who is 
the fountain of life, and giveth forth breath- 
ings of life to his child at his pleasure.] 

Vol. 2, p. 420. 



f« / 



r 



66 



ON MINISTRY. 

[After the dispensation of the law, which 
was a shadow of good things to come ; and 
after the dispensation of the prophets, who 
foretold of better days, and of a better state to 
come, than the days and state under the law 
were ; it first pleased God to send the fore- 
rnnner John the Baptist, in the spirit and 
power of Elias, to prepare the way for the 
King and his kingdom ; and then to send the 
King himself, in the fulness of his Spirit, to 
gather disciples to him, and to furnish them 
with a competent measure of the same Spirit, 
to raise up a spiritual seed to him, in whom 
he would set up his kingdom, dwelling, walk- 
ing, and reigning there ; causing Ids light to 
shine from thence round about the earth, as 
from his holy city, founded upon his holy hill 
of Sion. 

Now those disciples or ministers whom he 
chose to raise up this holy seed unto him, he 
made fit and able to minister his new cove* 
nant, by which it was to be raised ; yea, he 
furnished them with such a power of his 
Spirit, that they were able through him to 
minister, not in the letter, as the old covenant 
was ministered (which left the people still 
dead ; nay, because of the transgressing na« 
ture, made the offence abound, and so increas* 
ed death upon them) but in the quickening 
Spirit, which raiseth from death, and bringeth 
into the light of the living, to walk with the 
livinig God towards the land of eternal rest 
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and peace. So tbat that wbich they minis* 
tered was Spirit^ and that which they minis- 
tered to was spiritual. By the power of the 
Spirit^ in preaching the living word of faith^ 
they reached through the veil to that which 
lay in death ; they stirred up a living princi- 
ple^ and ministered life to it through the 
Spirit. GaL iii. S. And such as were born 
of this living principle^ they taught to live in 
the Spirit, to walk in the Spirit, to be made 
perfect by the Spirit, and not to run back to 
the ministration of the letter (as was proper 
for the Jews in their day) after the manner of 
the former dispensation, but to keep in the 
living principle, to grow up in the seed, into 
the eternal life and immortality of the gospel. 

And thus the scriptures being read, (in this 
living principle) or any one speaking from 
God being heard, it is mingled with faith, and 
becomes profitable, feeding and refreshing the 
young tender plant, the living principle, and 
causing it to grow up into God : whereas 
whatever is understood, or received, or held 
out of this, feeds but the earthly, and doth but 
thicken the veil over the living seed ; to which 
the kingdom belongs, and to which the gospel 
is sent to be preached, to raise it, that it might 
live, and thrive, and grow up into its stature^ 
that so it might inherit, 

^^ The kingdom of heaven is at hand," said 
John the Baptist. Mat. iii. 3. ^^ It is come 
unto you,^' said Christ. Mat. xii. 18. That 
power of life which was made manifest in him, 
was it ; ^^ and this kingdom is also within 
you/^ saith Christ to the Pharisees* Luke 
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xvii. SI. The Pharisees demanded of him 
when the kingdom of God should come ? It 
Cometh not^ saith he^ with outward shew or 
observation ; it cometh not that way you look 
for it ; to wit^ by the manifestation of an out- 
ward glorious king, to reign outwardly in the 
commonwealth of the outward Israel ; but the 
kingdom is within you. How was it within 
them? Christ explains to them in another 
place ; it was in them like a grain of mustard 
seed ; it was the least of all the seeds in their 
hearts. There were many great seeds of 
darkness there, but yet thei^e was also one 
little seed of light* It was there as well as 
the rest, (though less than them all) and did 
sometimes cast some glimmerings of light, 
and of its shining in the darkness, though the 
darkness could not comprehend it This seed 
was also likened to leaven, which being re- 
ceived by faith into the lump, would leaven 
the whole lump, and bring it into the savour 
and dominion of the kingdom* Now the mi^ 
istry of the apostles was to turn men from 
Satan's kingdom to this kingdom ; from his 
large compass of dominion in the heart, to th«9 
narrow seed; from his great territories c^ 
darkness, to this little principle of light; 
from his great power of death, to thia little 
weak thing of God ; wherein the eternal pow- 
er and godhead is made manifest^ as this 
comes to be opened and increased by the 
Spirit. Here light is sown for the righteousy 
and joy for the upright in heart ; where it is 
to grow up, and from whence it is to be reaped 
after its growth to perfection.]....YOi4. S, p. 
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It is not preaching things that are tme 
Irhich makes a true minister ; but the receiv- 
ing of his ministry from the Lord. The goch- 
pel is the Lord's^ which is to be preached^ 
and is to be preached in his power ; and the 
ministers which preach it are to be endued 
with his power^ and to be sent by him. The 
apostles themselves^ though they had receiv- 
ed instructions concerning the kir^dom from 
Ghrist^s own lips^ both in his life-time^ and 
after his resurrection. Acts i. 8. and had re- 
ceived a commission from him to teach all 
nations, Mat. xxviii. 18, 19. yet this was not 
sufficient to make them able ministers of the 
New Testament; but, before they went 
abroad to preach, they were to wait for the 
power. Acts i. 4. 8. ; and when they had re- 
ceived it, they were to minister in it, that men 
might be converted io the power, and by the 
power, that the faith of persons might not 
stand in the wisdom of their words, (which 
Paul might have abounded in, as well as 
others) but in the power of God. 1 Cor. ii. 0« 
And this was it made Paul minister in fear 
and trembling, lest the wrong part in him 
should minister ; lest the earthly understand- 
ing part should be holding forth the truths of 
God out of the life, out of the power, and so 
he should convert men to the wisdom of the 
words he spake, and not to the power, ver. S, 3. 
This was it he was sent for, to turn men 
^^ from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan to God,'^ Acts xxvi. 18. ; from the 
spirit of enmity and death, to the Spirit of love 
and life : and this he was careful of in his^ 
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ministry^ that men might not run away with 
his words^ and miss of the thing. And this 
also was the way whereby he discovered true 
and false ministers : ^^ I will come^ and know 
(saith he) not the speech of them which are 
pufifed up^ but the power: for the kingdom 
of God is not in word, but in power.'' — 
1 Cor. iv. 19, SO. Many men might catch 
their words, and run away with them, and 
preach them ; but they could not minister in 
the power. Now the kingdom which the 
gospel ministers are the preachers of, consists 
not in words, but in power. " God hath made 
us able ministers of the New Testament, not 
of the letter, but of the Spirit.^' S Cor. iii. 6. 
The ministry of the New Testament is a min- 
istry of the Spirit, and it cannot be without 
the Spirit. It is a reaching to men's con- 
sciences ^^ in the demonstration of the Spirit 
and power," 1 Cor. ii, 4. and S Cor. iv. iy S. 
which being felt in the heart, and turned to^ 
this converts them to God. 

The ministry of the gospel doth not consist 
in a bare opening of the letter (or raising of 
doctrines and uses from the letter, which the 
wisdom of man may easily perform) as the 
ministry of the law did : but in bringing men 
to the feeling of the Spirit, even of the eternal 
power of God which redeems, in turning men 
from the darkness to the light, in setting their 
faces towards the power. The gospel is the 
substance of what was shadowed out in the 
law ; and he that ministers it must minister 
substance. He must have the heavenly treas- 
ure, that is the sub^tauce^ in hia earthly ves* 
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sel^ 3 Gor. iv. 7* $ and he must give out of this 
treasure injto the vessel which God prepares : 
and that he may do this^ he must minister iu 
the Spirit^ and in the power. His words must 
not be such as man's wisdom would teach^ or as 
man's comprehension would gather ; but such 
words as God's wisdom prepares for him^ and 
puts into his mouth. He that will be a true 
minister^ must receive both his gift^ his minis- 
try^ and the exercise of both from the Lord : 
and must be sure in his ministering to keep in 
the power, or he will never win others to the 
power : but in keeping in the power^ while he 
is ministering and standing in the cross to his 
own understanding and wisdom, giving forth 
the truths which the Lord chooseth to have 
him speak in the words which God chooseth^ 
even in the words which are ministered to him 
by the power, in thus ministering he shall save 
his own soul, and those that hear him, even all 
who in fear and meekness receive the ingrafted 
Word, which is able to save the soul. For 
alas! alas! many have received words of 
truth, and apprehensions of knowledge, where- 
by they hope to be saved ; but how few are 
9^cquainted with that knowledge which stands 
in the power, which alone converts and keeps 
alive unto God ! 
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8EHF-BEWlTNCIATIOir.....CHRI9TIAWPERrECTIO]!r.^.. 
«AYING KXOWI^DGB OF CHBIST. 

Christ, by his ministry, calleth his disci- 
ples out of the ^orld up to the Father ; out of 
the honour, riches, and whatever else is of the 
world. ^^ How can ye believe, which receive 
honour one of another, and seek not the hon- 
our that Cometh from God only ?^' John v. 44. 
And the rich man, he bids him ^' sell all and 
follow him.^^ And the apostle John saith, 
^^ Love not the world, neither the things that 
are in the world. If any man love the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of 
the Father, but is of the world.'^ 1 John ii. 15, 
16. He that will be a disciple of Christ, must 
travel out of the earthly into the heavenly, 
leaving all that is of this world behind him, 
possessing nothing as his portion, but him who 
hath called him out of his country, from among 
his kindred, and from his father's house, to 
another land, kindred, and habitation. So 
that here they are pilgrims and strangers, 
sojourners and passengers, unknown to the 
world, and of a strange garb, behaviour and 
appearance in it; not enjoying any thing as 
the world enjoys ; not using any thing as the 
world useth ; not honouring men, or receiving 
honour from men, as the world gives or re- 
ceives honour; but honouring men in the 
Lord, and receiving honour from the Lord : 
and. whatever they seem to retain of the earth- 
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ly things^ they hold as stewards under the 
Lord ; not using or disposing of them^ as they 
think good^ but waiting for the discovery of 
the Master^s pleasure^ who is to order^ in his 
counsel and wisdom^ all that is his own to his 
own glory. The law requireth a tenth part 
to be given up to the Lord ; the gospel re« 
qfuireth all, soul^ body^ spirit^ good name^ ^c.f 
even that the whole possession be sold, and 
kid at the Master's feet ; and he that keepeth 
any thing back, cannot be a disciple ; cannot 
be a soldier of Christ. 



The Lord circumciseth the heart of believ- 
ers under the new covenant, to love the Lord 
their God with all their hearty that they may 
live : he causeth the plant to spring up out of 
the dry and barren ground^ which he watereth 
with his blessing ; and he layeth his a^e to the 
Toot of the old tree^ hewing at it even till he 
hath cut it up : he engrafteth the Kternal 
Word into the hearty and by it is daily pm-i- 
fying thereof fulfilling the good pleasure of 
his goodness therein^ and carrying on the 
work of faith with power: and the ministry 
which he gave was for the ^^ perfecting the 
saints/^ Ephes. iv. 12, 13. which ministry 
exhorted and encouraged believers (from God's 
promises of his presence and powerful opera- 
tion of liis Spirit in the hearts of his sons and 
daughters) to '' cleanse themselves from all 
ilthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
ioliness in the fear of God.^^ 2 Cor. vii. 1. 

G 
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Iff ow that the corrupt tree shall never be cut 
down whilst man is in the body^ that the heart 
shall never be thoroughly circumcised to love 
the Lord, but be in danger of '' offending God 
through the love of the creatnrey^ this doctrine 
and belief springeth not from the pure fountain 
of life and power ; but the reasoning part hath 
gathered it firom its conceivings beneath the 
power. 

The seed of God cannot sin (for as he is 
pure which begetteth, so is that pure which is 
begotten of him :) nor can man sin^ who is 
born of it, and abides in it : and if God please 
to perfect the birth and the work of circumcis- 
ion, what can hinder a man from being wholly 
born from it, and from abiding in it ? Indeed 
a man that strives in his own strength^ either 
sLgainst sin, or towards holiness^ may well 
doubt of ever having it accomplished ; but he 
that feels the eternal power beginning the 
work, and carrying it on daily, cannot doubt 
but he can perfect it ; yea, and is encouraged 
(by the feeling thereof) to hope and wait oo 
him for the perfecting of it. 

As for the instances of David and Peter, they 
reach not the thing: for though David and 
Peter did fall, yet both David and Peter might 
attain an higher state before they went out of 
the body, than they were in before they fell- 
David was a great prophet, and Peter a pre- 
cious disciple ; but yet there was an higher 
state to be administered, even the receiving 
that which the prophets prophesied of, and 
which the disciple was to wait for. The dis- 
ciples who had known Christy and had been 



70 

taught by him^ and had received a commissioa 
from him^ to whom all power in heaven and 
earth was given ; yet were to wait for a fur- 
ther and higher state^ even for receiving << the 
promise of the Father^ the power from on 
high/' that he that was with them might be 
in them. John xiv. 17* John was as great as 
any prophet, and yet he that was least in the 
kingdom was greater than he. Read the Acts 
of the Apostles ; behold what a precious peo- 
ple was brought forth, even in the beginning 
of the apostles' ministry; how full of faith, 
how stripped of the world, how single-hearted 
to Grod, and one towards another! Acts ii. 
43, &c. and Acts iv. 33, &c. What ^^ ould 
these be, abiding and growing up in the vine ? 
The cutting off of sin is necessary while ia 
the body ; but to make the committing of sin 
necessary while in the body, is a great dero* 
gation to the power of God's grace, and to the 
mystery of faith, which overcometh the evils 
of the heart, and the worldly nature within ; 
purifieth the conscience from dead works, and 
is « held in the pure conscience." Oh ! that 
men kn^w the power, and the faith which 
stands in the power ! for then would they not 
jadge it so inipossible to be cleansed by the 
faith through the power. Oh ! that light, that 
pure light of the Spirit, wherein the living 
blood runs, which cleanseth from all sin, and 
keepeth clean them that abide and walk in it ! 
If this were but a little felt, such doctrines as 
these (which are gathered in the comprehen« 
sion from words read, without being let into 
the thing itself) would soon vanish^ and find 



no place in the heart where the power dwells^ 
nor in the understanding which is renewed^ 
preserved, and fed by the power. For the 
things of Grod are to be known and held in the 
understanding which is given of God, (which 
understanding is of the Spirit^ and is spiritual) 
and not with the natural understanding, which 
cannot receive the things of the Spirit, but 
only a carnal apprehension and sense of the 
words of the Spirit, according as a man can 
beat them out with, and comprehend them in^ 
his reasoning part. 



Christ presenteth to the Father, when he 
hath purified the heart and mind, and made it 
fit for God's pure life and presence. He hath 
received the fulness from the Father, and hath 
freely given of his grace and of his truth to the 
ttons of men, to -regenerate them, to cleanse 
and sanctify their hearts, and make them fit 
for God to dwell in. He sitteth in his temple 
as " a refiner and purifier of silver,'^ (who is 
like '^ a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap") 
and when he hath purified his disciples, his 
c'liildren, his Levites, he prese^iteth them to 
the Lord, for the Lord to tabernacle and dwell 
in: when he hath thoroughly consecrated 
them, he presenteth them as kings and priests 
to his Father, to offer up ^^an oflfering in 
righteousness," and to reign with him in his 
kingdom. Mai. iii. 3. Rev. i. S. And there 
were some so purified by the leaven of the 
kingdom^ (which purgeth out the old leaven 
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by degrees^ even till at length it hath mad# 
the lump wholly new) that to them all things 
were pure. Titus i. B, There were some 
^^ come unto Mount Sion^ and unto the city of 
the living God^ the heavenly Jerusalem^ and 
to an innumerable company of angels^ to the 
general assembly and church pf the first born^ 
which are written in heaven^ and to God the 
Judge of all^ and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect^ and to Jesus the Mediator of 
the new covenant^ and to the blood of sprink* 
ling/^ Heb. xii. 28, 23, 24. Thus it was be^ 
fore the apostacy ; yea, and after the aposta- 
cy there were some found standing on ^^ Mount 
Sion'' again, such as had learned the <* new 
song;^^ such as ^^were redeemed from the 
earth; such as ^^were not defiled with wo- 
men/^ (with any of the false churches, or their 
false ways of worship) but had kept their vir- 
ginity in the wilderness. If ye would know 
who these were, they were the ^^ first-fruits 
unto God and the Lamb'' after the apostacy, 
who were thoroughly cleansed by the spirit 
of burnings insomuch as ^^ in their mouth was 
found no guile,'' but ^^ they were without fault 
before the throne of God." Rev. xiv. 1 — 6. 

The work of the Spirit of Christ in the 
heart is an inward work, and doth not consist 
iu outward times or seasons, but in spiritual 
degrees and seasons; which when they are 
finished, the heart renewed, the spirit chang- 
ed, the work wrought out ; then the glory of 
the Father is revealed, the entrance into the 
everlasting kingdom ministered, and then 
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there is a sitting down in the everlasting man- 
sion^ even with Christ in the heavenly places 
which he hath prepared ; where they that are 
redeemed, and purged, and sanctified, sit to* 
gether with him: and as the body cannot 
hinder his entering into the spirits of his saints^ 
and his dwelling in them, no more can it hin* 
der their entering into him and dwelling in him. 

Now there are several exercises of spirit^ , 
several measures of faith^ and several degrees 
of life and glory. Some are under the clouds, 
some in the sea ; some in Egypt, some in the 
wilderness ; some waiting for his appearance^ 
some in the enjoyment of him already appear- 
ed. In some the work of regeneration, of 
sanctification, of newness of spirit and life i» 
but begun; in others it is interrupted, and 
they come to a loss ; in some it is much carried 
on, even towards consummation ; and some are 
already " complete in him ;'' finding fulness 
of satisfaction in him, (in whom the everlast- 
ing springs are opened, to the full content of 
their hearts) and bring forth fruit to him, ta 
the full content and satisfaction of his heart. 
In the apostles' days there were those that 
waited for his coming, and there were those 
also that knew him come, and had received 
the good understanding from him, and were 
^' in the eternal life.'' John v. 20. 

Yet this doth not exclude growth, for the 
fulness is infinite ; and though a perfect state 
may be attained in the perfect gift, yet there i» 
a growth in the perfection (for Christ who waa. 
perfect, and in whom was no guile, grew ia 
wisdom; and knowledge^ and in favour with. 
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G(t>d and men.) And as God is infinite^ so to 
that which is transplanted into him, there ia 
no end of growth in him ; but the tree, which 
stands in God's holy earthy by his pure river 
of waters, shall grow forever and ever into his 
landless life and fulness. 



To know Christ as the li^ht eternal (as he 
was yesterday, is to-day, ana will be for ever ;) 
to trust this light in its convictions, calls, and 
free openings of love, to feel its living virtue, 
and in that virtue to give up all that is of the 
earthly nature and spirit ; to sell all for the 
everlasting inheritance ; this is indeed the way 
to life. But it is not the doing of things which 
is of value ; for man may imitate and strive to 
do much, and may go a great way in forsaking 
ally and in taking cffhia ejections from things 
(inasmuch as he may give all his goods to the 
poor, and his body to be burned, and yet it 
profit him nothing;) but it is the doing of 
things in the virtue, in the life, in the power 
which comes from Christ, which is of accept«> 
ance with God, and of advantage to the souL 
Every motion and operation of true life springs 
from the root of life, and hath the virtue of the 
root in it; and that which causeth it to differ 
from all men's imitations, and from all the 
likenesses whiq|i the earthly spirit can frame^ 
is the nature and virtue of the root being found 
in it. Therefore he that will be a true Christ- 
ian, must eye Christ the spring of his life, and 
keep in the feeling of his living virtue, and in 
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Ihftt off^r up all his sacrifices of faiths love^ 
and obedience to God ; and he that will be a 
trae minister^ must wait upon the power him- 
selfy to be an instrument (in the hand of the 
power) to direct men to this^ and to preserve 
and build them up therein. 

But alas ! this is the stone which the wise 
builders have all along refused ! The builderg 
before the coming of Christy they got a knowl- 
edge concerning the Messiah to come; but 
being unacquainted with the thing itself^ re- 
jected both it at its comings and also the vessel 
wherein it appeared. And the builders all 
along the apostacy got a knowledge of Christ 
come^ and preached believing in him crucified 
as the way to life ; but the living stone^ the 
living thing itself (which is both the founda- 
tion^ the corner stone and the top stone of the 
building) they have been ignorant of^ and 
ready to persecute every appearance of it, 
Christ can no more now appear in Spirit^ than 
formerly he could in that prepared body of 
fleshy but the wise builders now are as ready 
to cry out against him for a blasphemer^ a 
profaner of God's ordinances^ a deceiver of 
the people^ as the wise builders then were. 
^^ But wisdom/' in all ages^ " is justified by 
her children/' and of none else. He that is 
bom of the wisdom^ he can discern the womb^ 
and own the fruit and branchings forth there- 
of under the mean dark veil^ iii^ereby it hides 
itself from all the fleshly- wise of every age. 
*^ The kingdom of God cometh not by observ- 
ation ;" the wisest Scribes and Pharisees could 
not know it by all the observations which they 
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could gather out of Moses and the prophets' 
writings ; nor can any now know it by any 
observations they can gather out of the apos- 
tles^ writings ; but by being born of that Spirit 
whereof they were born, and by being formed 
in that womb wherein they were formed, by 
this means alone is the thing come to be known 
which they knew. He that receiveth the same 
eye, seeth the same thing, according to his 
measure ; and coming to the life, wherein they 
received the truth; the words which they 
spake. concerning the truth are easy. Thus as 
tliey were writ in the Spirit, so are they there 
alone truly read ; and being so read, they be- 
come exceedingly profitable to that which so 
reads them ; but man guessing and imagining 
and reasoning in his carnal wisdom concern- 
ing the things of God, and so gathering senses 
and meanings about the words and express- 
ions of scripture, doth but build up a Babel^ 
wiiich the eternal life and power will throw 
down (whenever he appears) with that which 
built it. Oh ! that men were wise to wait fop 
the discovery of the true rock, and of the true 
builder upon that rock ! that that city and 
building might be raised in them, which God 
alone can rear; that they might not be left 
desolate and miserable in that stormy day^ 
which will shake all buildings, and founda- 
tions, and rocks, but " our Rock ;^' wherein 
all professors, and preachers, and high no- 
tionists, and whatever sort else can be named^ 
(who have stumbled at God's living truth, and 
at the pure appearance of his redeeming pow- 
er, which in this age hath mightily broke 
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iotihy after the long dark night of apostacy^ to 
the sight of every eye which is opened in the 
Spirit) shall confess with tears^ sorrow^ an- 
guish and shame^ that their rock is not as our 
rocky they themselves being judges. For 
though all sorts of professors generally owa 
Christ as the rock in words^ yet most miss of 
the thing; and the subtle enemy hath made 
use of a notion^ or apprehension of the thing 
in the carnal mind^ to deceive them of the 
things to keep them from feeling the eternal 
virtue, the living power of life in the hearty 
which is the arm of God's salvation, whereby 
Christ draws man's lost soul and spirit out of 
the ^ave of sin and corruption, up to the Fa- 
ther. But oh ! how are poor hearts deceived ! 
who think, by a believing of what Christ did, 
of a satisfaction he made for them while he 
was here on earth, though they lie in the pit 
all their days, though they carry the body of 
gin about with them to the very last of their 
time here in the body, and have not felt the 
arm of God^s power breaking down their spir* 
itual enemies, their lusts, their corruptions, 
and redeeming them from them ; yet hope to 
be saved in the end, and to be presented with- 
out spot or wrinkle to God ! Christ had the 
name Jesus given him, because be was to save 
his people from their sins ; and no man can 
truly and livingly know the name Jesus, fur- 
ther than he feels the saving virtue of it ; but 
he that effectually feels the virtue, ^he indeed 
knows the name, and can bow at the name, 
feeling his lusts and enemies bowed under by 
the power thereof, and that raised up in him. 
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which can worship the Father in flic Spirit 
and in the truth. Oh ! that the sons of men 
knew ; Oh ! that the teachers and professors 
of this age knew, what they have so long re- 
viled and trampled upon ! Surely they would 
mourn bitterly^ kiss the Son^ and escape the 
wrath. 

Now^ if the Lord please to smite any one'0 
earthly wisdom and comprehension^ (which 
is the main thing which stands in the way of 
the pure openings and revelations of the life) 
and give him the feeling of any thing here 
written, let him in fear acknowledge the Lord| 
sacrificing to his goodness, and waiting upon 
him to be kept in that feeling, not magnifying 
or villifying any of his instruments ; but in 
meekness and humility embracing the in* 
structions of the Almighty^ from the hand by 
which he please th to give them forth. 

[The preceding remarks on ** Prayer/* &c. are 
principally taken from a piece entitled ** The con- 
sideration of a position concerning the Book of 
Common Prayer," &c.— -Here divested of its con- 
troversial form.] 
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TO AJLL StTCH AS COMPLAIN THAT THEY WANT POW- 
ER: NOT APPLYING THEMSELVES TO YIELD SUB- 
JECTION TO WHAT OF GOD IS MADE MANIFEST 
IN THEM, UPON A PRETENCE OP WAITING POK 
POWER 80 TO D0« 

The Lord God of eternal power, who made 
man in his own image, he stretcheth forth his 
arm to save and redeem his lost creature; it 
is his power alone that effecteth the M'ork of 
redemption ; he quickeneth man, who is dead 
in trespasses and sins ; he keepeth alive, and 
leadeth on the quickened soul in the path of 
life ; he conquereth, scattereth, and subdueth 
all the enemies round about the soul, even all 
the lusts, corruptions, and temptations, which 
lead unto, and entangle in, perdition* 
- Yet the Lord God requireth somewhat of 
the man whom he saveth, without which be- 
ing found in man, and returned to him from 
man, he saveth him not. 

Quest. What doth he require of man 9 

Arts. He requireth of man, repentance^ 
faith, and obedience. That he should turn at 
his call, from the darkness to the light ; that 
he should trust in, and cleave to, the light, 
but believe the spirit of darkness no more ; 
and lastly, that he should obey the light, fol- 
low the light, walk in the footsteps of the 
living towards the land of light; work the 
works of God in the liglit. 

Quest. How can man do this ? 

Ans. Of himself he cannot; but being 
touched, being quickened by the eternal pow- 
er, being turned by a secret virtue and stirring 
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of the life in his hearty then he can turn to- 
wards that which tumeth him* Being drawn 
by the life, by the power ; he can follow after 
the life, and after the power. Finding the 
sweetness of the living vine, and his soul 
made alive by the sap of the vine, his heart 
can now cleave to^^and abide in, the vine, and 
bring forth the fruit of the living faith and 
obedience to the husbandman, who daily 
dresseth the heart, that waiteth in the living 
principle for further life from the fountain, that 
it may bring forth the fruits of life more and 
more. 

Now mark : Is it possible for any man to 
come to the eternal rest, that travels not in the 
path ? Or is there any path, but the repentance, 
faith and obedience of the living spirit ; even 
of the child begotten by the eternal power, 
who is taught by the Father to abide and walk 
in the life and in the power? 

God putteth forth his hand all the day long, 
to fetcli home lost man. He hath given him a 
talent, a living talent, which is able to work 
man into life, and to bring forth the fruits of 
life in man. Man overlooks the talent, joins 
not his heart to it, brings not forth the fruits 
of life to the giver, but cries he wants power ; 
and what is he f What can he do ? Can he 
cleanse his own heart? Can he Mil his cor^ 
ruptions. P Can he quicken himself P &c. 

Now mark again. There are several dis- 
pensations of Grod to mankind ; in all which, 
man, of himself, falls short of the life, of the 
power, of the glory, and comes under con- 
demnation. God lays the blame on man for 
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tiot hearkening^ for not believing, for not walk- 
ing witii him. Man lays the blame on God^ 
and says he wants power. Look on him who 
is not obedient to the lights which he cannot 
but confess to shine in his heai*t^ and often to 
reprove him ; ask him why he doth not obey 
it ? Is not this his plea ; thctt he wants potcer^ 
Now let men consider^ will this stand before 
the throne of God ? This is the condemnation^ 
that men do not believe the light of life^ do 
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
do not trust and follow the light which would 
lead them to life, but trust and follow the 
darkness, which leads into deaths and into ev- 
erlasting condemnation. Their plea is, they 
want power so to do. Is this true ? 

I confess the power doth not so flow forth 
to man^ as man expects it ; but the power of 
life works man out of death in a mystery, and 
begins in him as weakness. There is all the 
strength, all the power of the enemy, against 
the work of God in the heart. There is but a 
little thing, like a grain of mustard- seed, a 
weak thing, a foolish thing, even that which is 
not, (to man^s eye) to overcome all this ; and 
yet in this is the power. And here is the 
great deceit of man ; he looks for a great man- 
ifest power in or upon him to begin with, and 
doth not see how the power is in the little weak 
stirrings of life in the heart, in the rising up of 
somewhat against the mighty strength of cor- 
ruption in him ; which he returning towards, 
cleaving to, and waiting upon the Lord in, the 
strength of the Lord will be made manifest in 
its season, and he will be drawn nearer and 



nearer to the Lord^ and his enemies be over>- 
come and fall he knows not how. But he that 
waits for such a mighty appearance of power 
at firsts looking so to begin^ and after that 
manner to be preserved and carried on^ can 
never in this capacity so much as walk in the 
path eternal ; nor is not in the way of receiving 
the power^ which springs up as weakness, and 
leads on and overcomes enemies in a mysteri- 
ous way of working, and not in such a mani- 
fest and direct way of conquest, as man's 
wisdom expects. 

The seed of the kingdom is sown man 
knows not how, even by a sound of the eternal 
Spirit, which he is not a fit judge of; and it 
grows up he knows not how ; and the power 
appears and works in it, in a way that he is 
not aware of. He looks for the kingdom, the 
power, and the life, in a way of his observa- 
tion, answerable to the thoughts and expecta- 
tions of his heart. But thus it never comes ; 
but in the way of its own eternal motion, it 
springs in the hearts of many, 'and they over- 
look the thing, and turn from it daily, not 
knowing its proper way of appearance, but 
expecting it some other way. And thus the 
enemy holds them in the bands of death, and 
they are captives in the strange land, refusing 
the Prince of life, in his daily offers of life, 
because they look not for him thus, but after 
another way and manner. And till this eye of 
observation be put out in them, they can never 
clearly see the appearance of the Saviour to 
them, nor feel the efficacy of his saving of 
them from that, from which none but he can 
deliver. 
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Now for the sakes of such as are single* 
hearted^ and yet withheld from the enjoyment 
of the life of God and of his pure power, 
through a way of wrong expecting it ; I shall 
say a little concerning the operation of the 
power in quickening and leading on the 
quickened soul, as also concerning the way 
of its springing up in the heart, and the ne- 
ceissity of this way. I myself was long with- 
held from obedience to the light eternal, in 
its low appearance of discovering and con- 
vincing of sin, through this very deceit, be- 
lieving that my condition required the manifest 
appearance of a very great power to help me ; 
and so when sin overcame me, I did only 
mourn over it, crying after and waiting for 
power, but was kept from joining with, and 
cleaving to that, wherein the power springs 
up and manifests itself according to its own 
pleasure, quite contrary to the way of man's 
expectation. 

The operations of the power are divers and 
gradual, according to the condition and neces- 
sity of the soul whom it visits, and reacheth 
forth its hand unto. 

1. There is a discovery of the darkness, 
and of the erring of the heart from God. 
This is power ; for this should never be in 
any heart, could all the powers of darkness 
there withstand it. 

S. There is a rising of the heart against 
the evil, with a desire of deliverance from it, 
and of the springing up of the good in such 
power as might conquer it. This is a further 
appearance of power than the former, and a 
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good beginning towards believing or joining 
with the redeeming arm, which all the powers 
of darkness (with all manner of subtilty) en- 
deavour to divert the heart from, 

3. There is an upright frame of spirit 
begotten, and a truth of heart formed towards 
the Lord ; from which desires, and cries, and 
groans after his life and presence, and for 
deliverance from the enemy, and from under 
the power of his deceit, spring more and more. 

4. There is a fear begotten in the heart of 
being deceived by the enemy, of being drawn 
from the feeling of, and panting after, the life 
and power of God. 

5. There is an hope and trust in the Lord^s 
goodness and mercy, with a daily waiting for 
his appearance, for the manifestation of his 
Spirit and pure presence, and for the spring* 
ings up of his fresh life and precious virtue. 

. 6. There are overturnings of the enemy, 
battering down his strong-holds, breaking of 
many snares, beating back of many furious 
assaults, aiyl causing the plant of life to grow 
up and tiiumph over all the powers of 
darkness. 

7. There are secret stayings and uphold- 
ings of the heart in the hour of darkness, 
when God sees necessary to let forth the 
power thereof upon the soul, and to eclipse 
his own power. When the enemy buffets, 
tempts, prevails, and gets ground upon the 
soul, is drawing it back under the veil, even 
into tlie pit, and nothing appears near to stop 
it or rescue the soul from death, and from the 
power of the grave, but the sting thereof en- 
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ters and deeply wounds the soul ; yet even 
then the power is near^ secretly upholding^ 
preservings and watching over the soul ; and 
waiting for the proper season of deliverance. 
^^Nevertheless I am continually with thee, 
thou hast holden me by my right hand^'^ said 
David^ when his feet had almost slipped into 
the grievous snare of desperate unbelief, and 
murmuring against God's dealings with him 
and the rest of his people. 

Many more operations of the power might 
be , mentioned, even of its tabernacling and 
glorious appearing in some vessels in various 
ways, both delighting itself in the heart, and 
also filling the heart with delight and joy in | 
the pure life ; but these things are better en- i 
joyed and sweetly felt, in the silence of the j 
fleshly part, than spoken of to that ear which ' 
is not fit to hear the sound thereof. 

Secondly, The way of the power^s spring' ' 
ing up in the heart} which is, 

1. In its turning from the darkness, in the 
faith, and in the pure obedience which flows 
from the faith, f or as the soul turns from the 
power of darkness and death, towards the 
power of the eternal Spirit of light ; so the 
power meets it, embraces it, appears to it, and 
manifests itself in it, proportionable to its 
present capacity and condition. And as the 
soul, being touched with the living virtue, 
gives itself up to believe, and to trust the 
power which draws ; so the power manifests 
itself in the heart, acc0rding to the proportion 
of the faitfr which the eternal virtue hath be- 
gotten there. And as the soul in the faith 
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g^VM ilself up to obey^ so the power appears 
and works the obedience. For we can do 
nothing of ourselves ; but being called, being 
drawn, being required to do that which is far 
beyond our strength, and giving up thereto ; 
the life springs, the power appears, which 
does the work. This the Philippians had 
experience of, to whom the apostle gave that 
exhortation ; ^^ Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling ; for it is God which 
worketh in you, both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure.^' It is the unbeliever hangs 
back, and cries, Where shall I have power? 
But the faith follows the moving and drawing 
of the Spirit, and the power never fails the 
faith. But that which cries, how shall I get 
out of Egypt ? Which way shall I ever be able 
to pass through this intricate wildemess ?—» 
How shall I overcome those mighty enemies, 
which already have the possession of the land 
I should inherit f and are strongly fenced in it, 
and mighty in strength to keep their hold 
thereof? This is not the right seed, this is not 
the true Israel, for whom the everlasting in- 
heritance of the life and of the pure power is 
prepared. 

2. Under the cross, under the yoke to the 
corrupt, (yea, and to the very natural) the 
power springs. The false birth would have 
the power spring in a way pleasing to itself; 
at the time its wisdom sees necessary, and in 
the way its will would have it ; but the power 
springs up according to its own wisdom, at its 
own time, and after its own way. When the 
man would have it; then it flies from him ; anci 
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when it is not expected^ nor perhaps desired^ 
(at least in that way wherein it chooses to ap- 
pear) then it springs up and puts* forth itself. 
Most men^ that have felt any thing of God^ 
cannot but desire his life and power ; but most 
fly the cross^ wherein it hath chosen to appear ; 
and so they can never meet with it^ but are 
still complaining for the want of it. In the 
power is the elise^ the rest of the gospel. Take 
my yoke upon you^ and learn of me^ saith 
Christy and ye shall find the rest which flows 
from the power. This made Paul rejoice iu 
the cross of Christy whereby the fleshly lusts 
were brought down in him ; and the life and 
eternal power sprang in the seed of the king- 
dom : for under the cross the seed grows up 
and flourishes^ and the flesh withers and dies. 
And as the power of flesh and death wastes^ 
so the power of Spirit and life increases* 

3. The power springs under the fear^ and 
in the uprightness and love which God hath 
begotten. I put these together^ for there is a 
close unity between them. The fear is the 
cfwelling of the upright hearty and the love is 
within the fear. He that distrusts himself^ 
feels his own nothingness^ flnds no power to 
do any thing God requireth, and yet also fears 
to stay behind the light of Gt)d^s Spirit, in any 
thing it requires, and so finds a putting on 
forwards in the faith ; in him the power de- 
lights to appear. He that would feel strength 
before -hand, and act in the sense of that 
strength, from him the power withdraws ; but 
he that is weak, and hath no strength^ but still 
as it freely dr6ps into him from moment ta 
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moment^ this is the vessel the power chooseth 
to manifest itself to^ and to be continually ap« 
pearing in. This is the new covenant^ <* I 
will put my fear in their hearts/^ And where 
the fear of the new covenant is founds so much 
life, power, and eternal virtue, as is necessary 
for the present state of that heart, cannot be 
far off. So in the upright-hearied, in the 
heart that is true to God, the power of deceit 
cannot dwell, but the power of truth delights 
to fill it, in a way suitable to the state of the 
spirit, and so as may be seen by the eye of the 
spirit, and felt by the spiritual sense. And in 
the love is the constraining power, which con* 
strains from the evil path, from the path of 
unbelief and disobedience, into the path of life. 

Thirdly, The necessity of this way of ths 
springing up of the potter, and not in such a 
manifest way as man's heart desires, and as 
man's eye expects. 

It is necessary in several respects. In re* 
speet of Gody in reference to the creaturey a7id 
in reference to the soiiPs enemies. 

1. In respect of God. It is necessary that 
his power and life should spring up in the 
creature in its own way, according to the 
counsel of his own wisdom, suitable to his own 
nature, and not in the way which the creature 
chalks out and expects it in. God must be 
like himself, and walk in his own path in every 
thing he does. He is a God that hideth him* 
self in the mystery of his working, throughout 
the whole track of man's redemption ; and man 
must be wrought out of himself, out of his own 
thoughts^ expeCt9.tions^ gathered apprehen* 
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and led in a path he doth not know^ (nor ever 
can know any longer than he is in it^) and in 
ways he hath not been acquainted with. The 
way of life is still new, every moment fresh 
and living ; and the earthly part of those, who 
may have in some measure felt the power of 
regeneration, cannot know it, nor walk in it. 
Consider this, O ye that fence yourselves 
against the present appearance of the Spirit j 
and against the convictions, demonstrations, 
and drawing3 of its eternal light and power^ 
by somewhat which ye have formerly felt and 
known. 

a. In reference to the creature^ the power 
of God must needs appear thus hiddenly, and 
in such a mysterious way. 

1. That the creature might go through all 
those exercises of spirit, which are necessary 
to fit it for its inheritance ill the holy land» 
There are straits^ wantSy trials^ temptatianSf 
inward weaknesaeSf buffettings from the ene- 
my, withdrawings of the life^ fife, God seeth 
necessary to exercise the spirits of his with^ 
that he might fit them for himself, and for a 
safe enjoyment of his life in fulness ; which 
could not be, if there were such a manifest 
power to begin with, and continually at hand^ 
to perform all in and for the soul, as many 
men wait for and think necessary to have. 

2. That the fleshly part might be thoroughly 
worn out and destroyed. When the power 
appears and works mightily in the soul, there 
is somewhat apt to get up, to exalt himself by 
the power, and to abuse the power j and if the 
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power were not withdrawn, and this torment* 
ed and famished in the absence of the power^ 
and in the withdrawing of the sweet appear* 
ance of life, a wrong thing would be stealing 
into the inheritance, and the soul would never 
be thoroughly purified, nor come to a pure 
enjoyment of the power. Therefore doth the 
Lord appear in this mysterious way, that the 
yromise might be sure to the seed; that the 
seed which is the right heir of the power, 
might come alone to inherit the power, and the 
false birth not touch the least enjoyment of it, 
but feel the bitter strokes of death and de- 
struction from it. What had become of Paul, 
if he had had power to resist the buffettings of 
the enemy, as he desired? Would not his 
fleshly part have remained in the exaltation, 
and not have been brought down ? S Cor. xii. 7, 
8. Ill reference to the enemy. The enemy 
could never be wholly conquered, his strong 
holds in the heart broken down, and the re- 
demption from under his hand perfected, were 
it not for this mysterious way of the appear- 
ing and working of the power, even out of the 
sight of man's eye, and contrary to his will 
and expectation. For had man such a power 
as he desires, still present with him ; had he 
faith in his power, or obedience in his power, 
or could he take up the cross in his power, or 
have strength to fight against the enemy as he 
desires and expects, the enemy would still 
find entrance into him, and keep his hold of 
him. But God, who knoweth the state of the 
creature, with the strength and passages of the 
^uemy into man, by working with his mighty 
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power in man according to his own will^ and 
in the way of his own wisdom^ (contrajry to 
what man can degire or expect^ but as he is 
taken into, and comprehended in^ the eternal 
will) carries on his work sweetly, and safely, 
and perfects the salvations of those who will 
not, who ran not, who desire not to be any 
thing, but wait to feel and know his power, 
and to become subject to it, and lie under, 
even in the lowest way of its manifestation 
and appearance. 

Object This may be true in the ordinary 
way qf redemption (^ souls / but there are deep 
captivities feven the captivity of Babylon in* 
wardly, spiritually J which surely will need a 
very great appearance of the power of God to 
deliver out of; and what can that sopl do^ but 
wait there under the captivity ^ until the mighty 
power arise ? 

Jlns. It is true ; the power must needs be 
very great^ and the appearance of it wonder- 
fuly which delivers out of such captivity ; but 
yet the beginnings of it may be small, and out 
of the sight of that eye which looks and waits 
for so great an appearance. Hast thou not 
light enough already to begin thy travel out of 
Babylon ? Hast thou begun thy travel ? Dost 
thou walk in. the light which shineth upon 
thee in that dark land, to gather and lead thee 
out of it ? Or wilt thou not begin to come out, 
till the very glory and brightness of Sion 
shine upon thee? If there be but light and 
power enough to lead thee one step out of the 
land of darkness and confusion of spirit, to- 
wards obedience to the lowest or meanest 



inith^ ftat is awfScient for thee at presmt ; and 
as titon art femid faithful here^ more will 
apiing in tfaee; but if thou^top here^ (or at 
aoy time after thou haat begun and made some 
progress^ beeause of anj thing which fallcth 
out contrary to thy expectation) then that 
wbicfa should lead ibee on, and strengthen 
ihee, stops itlso ; and thou meetest not with 
that which is found and enjoyed by others in 
the wayy because thou passest not on in it, but 
balkest thy proper path, judging somewhat 
more necessary towards thy beginning or 
progress, than the Lord judgeth, or yet seeth 
M to impart to thee. 

Thus the enemy betrays thee, and hohls 
thee hi his chains, which might be loosed 
and cast off by little and little, didst thou sin* 
gly give up to the little apjiearance of that 
light and power which is able to unbind them, 
md not expect more at first ^or afterwards) 
than the Lord hath allotted for thy present^ 
eondition. And let me tell thee this fttim 
certain knowledge and experience ; that thoih 
"Who Imst been high, and hast tasted much of 
God, but bast abused it, and fed the wrong 
part with it, both in thyself and others ; thou 
most be brought lower than the rest, and for a 
long season be kept lower $ tb^t the pure seed 
(wiuch hatli been deeply buried in thee) may 
overgrow and sink all- thy knowledge, expe- 
riences, and observations, concerning the eter- 
nal life, and its way of appearance, which 
formerly thou hadst some true taste of, but 
now hcidest out of the life. 




^Thon wxLfst come down/tlwm mutt lacome 
pothing by degrees^ thou raost lie at the foot 
of the reprovings of that lights which thou 
thinkest thou hast gone far beyond^ asd be 
glad of a little help now and then in the low- 
liness and humility of thy hearty which must 
not choose what appearance and manifestation 
it will have from God^ before it will begin to 
follow him^ but be glad of ever so little^ that 
the infinite wisdom sees good to give forth by 
the hand of his mercy. 

Whoever have been high^ and are still wait- 
ing and expecting in the heights of their own 
wisdom and observations concerning the king- 
dom^ let them take heed of despising the day 
of small things^ and know that their proper 
beginnings yea the very path of eternal life 
itself^ lies in the lowness^ in the humility^ even 
in that nothingness which bows before the 
least light of the day^ and with gladness of 
heart enters into^ and walks in it. For this I 
certainly know ; the wise^ the observing eye^ 

e vast comprehending hearty which waits 
for such an extraordinary power^ judging it 
cannot begin following the light^ which daily 
appears to check and reprove^ without some 
great manifest appearance of power ; this can- 
not see the low little path of life^ which is 
proper for it to walk in, and to the end where- 
of it must travel, if ever it come to sit down 
in the kingdom, or to inherit the power of the 
endless life. Precious is the dispensation of 
this age, great is the power and glory which 
is arising ; but the wise and knowing of this 
s^t are shut out of it, as they have been out 



tite life and ^rath of the dispenMtions of 
6od m all ages. Happy is he who is not 
above tha^ wherewith God visiteth his soul 
to redeem iU 



HIBTSCRIPT. 

That persons^ who have not travelled into 
the land of life^ want poWer^ that is out of 
doubt . The state of Israel in its travels^ is a 
state of weaknesses and wants. How can 
they in the wilderness but want that^ which is 
to be possessed in the Holy Land ? But dost 
thou want power to begin the travel with? 
Dost thou want what proportion of power the 
Lord sees necessary for thee in thy present 
estate ? Is there nothing at all discovered to 
thee which is contrary to God^ either in thy 
hearty or in thy conversation^ or in thy wor- 
ships which thou dost not so much as strive to 
give up to the Lord in^ waiting upon him for 
his power and strength to appear in helping 
thee ? The light appears to discover and lead 
out of the darkness : now in giving up to the 
lights ^^d ^^^ doubting but that which calls 
and draws out will give strength^ and enable 
to cpme outs the power is met with unawares. 
But that which stands gazing and looking out 
after a power^ which it expects to meet with, 
before it will so much as beg^n to follow the 
light ; that cannot but abide in the captivity^ 
and miss of that power which redeemeth from 
it Therefore^ 
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Wail to feel the light of life dl«0¥«rfaig and 
drswing from the evil ; and let it chooser what 
it shall please first to discover and draw feem* 
And though it be little^ and very inconsider- 
able in thine eyes^ yet dispute not^ but where 
the light first begins to lead^ do thon there 
begin to follow. 

Then in this waiting and snbjecting to the 
manifestations of the lights out of the self-- 
will^ self-wisdom^ self-knowledge^ self-judg- 
ment^ in the lowliness and abasedness of the 
mind and spirit before the Lord^ the begetiings 
of life in the light are felt^ and the renewing 
into his pure image* 

Afterwards that which is begotten (and be* 

Sun to be renewed in the divine image) is by 
egrees taught more distinctly to know^ dis* 
eern^ and walk in the path of life. 

And after this, to that which is thus begot* 
ten, and taught the living faith and obedience^ 
^hich is wrought by the mighfy power of 
Gtnl, though running m a low, secret, hidden 
way, from the eye of the creature) the great 
power is revealed, and he grows strong in the 
power for God^ and against the enemies of his 
soul ; and by this strength and feeling ot God's 

Presence, they fall daily and continually before 
im^ and then his viotory over them goes en 
with joy. 

But he that stops at first may grow wise 
and conceited, concerning the things of the 
kingdom after the flesh, and may hope for 
great things at last ; but by the deceit of the 
snbtilty, is kept cmt of the living path, whereia 
they are to be waited for^ reaped^ and enjoyed. 
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K«w for tke eneoiuragemeiit of siicli as tre 
vilUiig to travel on in the weakness^ yi^ding 
up their membiwa to the present manifestatioa 
of the lights and waiting for the further ap- 
pearance of the power ; it is on my heart to 
add a letter oi a dear friend and brother of 
mine in the truths who hath been a deep trav- 
eller and fellow-swSerer with me formerly^ 
before this help came forth from the throne of 
Ood^ since the day-spring fnw on high hath 
vouchsafed to visit us^ and to guide our fee4 
in the way of everlasting peace* 

the alktt£b is as boocxowsth : 

Dear Friend, 

^^ My dear and tender love salutes thee, in 
that love from whence I had my being, and 
from whence sprang all my Father's children^ 
who are horn from above, heirs of an everlast- 
ing inheritance. Oh ! how sweet and pleas- 
ant are the pastures which my Father causeth 
all his sheep to feed in ; there is variety of 
plenty in his pastures, milk for babes, and 
strong meat for them of riper age, and wine to 
refresh those that are ready to faint, even the 
wine of the kingdom, that makes glad the 
heart, when it is ready to fkint, by reason of 
the infirmities* Sure I am, none can be sd 
weary, but he takes care of them ; nor nonii 
so nigh fainting, but he puts his arm under 
their heads ; nor none can be so beset with 
enemies on every side, but he will arise and 
fteatter ; nor none so heavy laden and big with 
young, but he takes notice of them, and gently 
leads tiiem^ and will not ka^e them behind 
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unto th^ merciless wolf^ becffiOM fhey «m his 
own^ and iiis IHe is the price of their reidemp- 
tioti^ and his blood of their ransom ; and if 
they be so young that they cannot go^ ho car- 
ries them in his arms ; and when they can 
feel nothing stirring after him, his bo^w«k 
yearn after them ; so tender is this good Shep- 
herd after his flock. I can tell^ for I was as 
one that once went astray^ and Wandered upon 
the barren mountains ; and when I had weari- 
ed myself with wandering, I went into tiie 
wilderness, and there I was torn as vnHk 
briars, and pricked as with thorns, sometimes 
thinking this was the way, and sometimes ccm- 
eluding that was the way, and by a^d by eoH" 
duding all was oat df the way ; and tiaen hitter 
mourning came upon me, and weeping ior 
want of the interpreter ; for when I soi:^ht to 
know what was the maJtter, and where I iif«% 
it was too hard fw «i<r. Then I thought t 
would venture on some way where it was mwt 
Vkely to find a lost Gk>d, and I w(»ild pr^ 
with them that prayed, and fast wilh tbem thi^ 
fasted, and mourn with them that mourned, if 
by any means I might come to rest^ but found 
it not, until I came to see the candle ligfaM 
in my own house, and my heart «wiept from 
those thoughts and imtgi^ations, i^d willings^ 
and runnings, aad to die ufnto them all^ &oi 
heeding <tf them, but watching againsl; them^ 
lest I should let my mind go asiiray after thenw 
And here I dwelt for a iiMiie w in a dee<di4« 
land uninhabited, where I sat aloBie as a spat* 
irow upon the house-top^ and was hunted «p 

Md d^wn like a partddgs^oa ^^ mmfiiMiMi 



mA €0!iM' iitst. ne where^ but Mm% lot 4ir 
thottfikt or other followed me^ and diaquietod 
me nigbt and day^ until I eame to know hia 
in whom was r««t^ And no occaaion of ainm- 
bling^ in whoid the devil hath no part ; and 
he became unto me as a hiding-place from the 
stoms^ and ftom the tempests. Then came 
my eyes to see my Sarionr^ and my sorrow 
Ced away^ and he became made unto me all in 
all^ my wisdosn^ my righteousness^ and my 
saneti^atian ; in whom I was and am com* 
plete^ to the pitiise of the riches of hie graoe 
and goodnees that endures for ever. There*- 
forn he notdiseoiuraged^ O then tossed as with 
tempests! wrr dismayed in thyself; because 
thou e^t sudh mi^y hosts of enemies rising 
up against thee^ and besetting thee on every 
side: for none was so beset and tried^ and 
tempted^ as 4be true Seed wn% who was a 
man of sorrow^ nnd nequf inted witji grief. 
But be thou jstill in thy mind^ and let the bil* 
lows pass over^ and wave upon wave ; and fret 
not thyself because of them^ neither be cast 
down^ ae if it should never be otherwise with 
thee : sorrow comes at night, but joy in the 
morning ; and the days of thy mourning shall 
be over, and the accuser will God cast out for 
ever. Vor therefore was I afflicted, and not 
ccMBiforted, and tempted, and tried, for this 
end, that I might know how to speak a word 
iu due season, unto those who are tempted and 
afflicted as I on<^ was ; as it was said unto me 
m that day when sorrow lay heavy upon me. 
TherefcMre be not disconsolated, neither give 
heed unto the reasQUUigs a^d disputings of 



iky own lieart ; nor tke fears tbat rbe there* 
ttomy bat be strong in the faith, believing in, 
the light which lets thee see them^ and his 
grace thou wilt know to be sufficient for thee^ 
and his strength to be made peffect in thy 
weakness. And so thou rather wilt glory in 
thy infirmities^ that his power may rest upon 
thee^ than in thy earnest desires to be rid of 
them ; for by these things thou wilt come to 
live in the life of Grod^ and joy in God, and 
glory in tribulation, when theu hast learned 
in all conditions to be contented : and throng 
trials, and de^ exercises, is the way to learn 
this lesson. These things in dear love to thee 
I have written, being somewhat soudble of thy 
condition, and the many snares thou art daily 
liable unto ; therefore watch that thou fall n^ 
into temptation, and my God and Father keep 
thee in tiie arms of eternal love, over all, uatp 
tN end^ unto his praise $ Amen* 

John Cjiooke,^ 
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eoor CBBvnra thb pbrvectut a cmt «<m^6 wobh 

Ib it not ttte Mcill of Bod that fait pMple and 
diildiiea duiuld be aaactiiefl tkraughouty w 
iMMil^ in body^ in spirit?. 

la it not the will of Ghnst tiiat kis diseiplea 
shouM be pevfoct^ as their heavenly Vather 
ia perfect ? 

Bid he not bid them pray^ ^^ Thy kkigAon 
come^ thy will be done in earthy aa it b in 
heaven ?^' And wonld he never hare them ba* 
Hove and expect that it ahonld he dane in 
earthy as it la in heaf»n ? 

Doth not he who hath the irae^ pnra^ living 
hopa^ (which anehom wittiin the veil) pniify 
himself^ even as H« is pore ? 

Is not this the way to enjoy the promiaea of 
6kkl's holy presenee, (who tabernacleth in hia 
pei^k that are cleansed and sanctified) to 
cleanse ourselves from all ftlthineas of iesb 
Md spirit^ perfecting holiness in God's fear ? 
Will God dwell in an nnholy temple ? Will 
he dwell where sin dwells ? He may indeed 
te such^ when at any time they are tender^ and 
truly melted before him^ be to them as a way- 
E&riQg man that tarries for a night ; but he 
will not take np his abode thete^ walk there^ 
^p there, and give them to sup with him. 

Hath not Christ received all powsr both in 
Wven and earth from his Father ? Is not tbia 
the end of receiving his power, to bring down 
the soul's enemies, and to pnrify and sanctify 
chiHTch^ that it n^y be wi^hoat spot, or 
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wrinkle; or any sncb thing? Is he not the 
Captain of our salvationy anointed to fight the 
battles of the Lord? Where is the fight? 
Where is the strong man to be founds cast 
out; his goods spoiled^ and the honse emptied 
of him^ and all that belongs to him ? I^ not 
Christ the author of faith^ the finisher of faittt ; 
and doth not he carry on the work of faith 
with power? And what is the work of &Hh? 
Is it not to fight with^ and overcome^ Bm^ to 
be too hard for the enemy at all his weapons ? 
Is there not a whole amour of ligbt^ life^ and 
salvation prepared ? What is it prepared for ? 
Is it not that the children of light should be 
wholly armed with it ? Were tli^re never any 
wholly armed with it; or can the enemy pre* 
vail on those that are wholly armed with it ? 
Are those that are armed with it afraid of thet 
enemy^ his power^ his^snares^ his wiles ? Or 
am they bold in the faith^ following on^ in the 
spiritoal battles^ him who rideth before themy 
conquering; and to conquer. 

(Hi ! that men^s eyes were opened by the 
liOrd ! then ndght they see the glory of trath^ 
in the pure light which shines from Gtid's holy 
mountain; and such dark doctrines of the 
night (which tend to the dishonour of Christy 
his ^wer^ and love^ and to the upholding of 
the enemy's kingdom) would pass away^ aad 
prevail no more in the hearts of any that truly 
fear the Lord ; but they would quietly Wait 
and hope for bis salvation^ that by: the law of 
the Spirit of life .in Christ Jesus^ they might 
be made free from, the law of sin and deaths 
and not always, be sul^ect thereto ! For aU 



Irliom the Son naketh free^ they are free in* 
deed | and heing made free by him^ may serve 
God in freedom of spirit^ without fear, in ho- 
liness and rigfateott»ness before him^ all the 
days of their livegr. And then they know the 
power and virtue of the, new covenant^ and 
the defence which is thereby, where the wing 
of the Almighty overshadows, and his salva- 
tion (revealed therein) is experienced for a 
enfficient wall and bulwark against the enemy. 



Now mind, Can any man> that hath hii 
heart made upright by iHe Lord^ keep that 
integrity, and sin ? Is net every sin a depart^ 
ing Irom the purity, from the integrity ? Was 
not every transgression against the &st cove* 
nant, out of the firsi covenant, even a depart- 
ing from the limits of it ? Is not every trans* 
gressiott of the second covenant a departing 
oat of the limits of the second covenant ? He 
that dbideth in Christ, doth he sin? Can he 
sin ? Both not he that sins depart out of hia 
light, out of his life, out of his power^ into the 
darknesi^ into the deaths into the temptation 
of the enemy? Is it not promised^ I will put 
my fear in their hearts^ and they shall not 
depart from me : while the fear which God 
puts in the heart abides th^re^ can that man 
sin ? Doth not the pure fear cleanse the hearty 
and keep it clean, t^at the conscknce may be 
void of offence, both towards God iwd man ? 
Is the conscience void of offence, where sin is 
committed either against God OT man ? When 
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ihe blood tows in tlie pui^e light, doth it iHii 
wash ? I>oth it not wash dean ? Doth it i^t 
make whiter than the snow ? When sin is en- 
tered into afterwards^ and committed again^ 
doth it not defile ? Oh ! read ia the true sense^ 
in the true experience, with the true luide^- 
/tanding, which Ood gives* 



^^For sin shall not have dominion over 
you ; for ye are not under the law, but under 

grace.'' Rom. vi, 14. Noi* they that are 

unde^ this grace, under this Bpitit, imder this 
power, doth it not break the power 'and do- 
minion of sin in them, and set them free there*- 
from ? Can «hi break in upon iiiose who 4weU 
under the shadow of the Almighty ? Indeed 
a man may be under « literal dtspensatien of 
lioly commands against sin, aad yet he unsder 
the power of sin : but he tlmt is gathered 
under the wing of Christ, under the gra^ce 
and Spirit of the gospel, turned firom Satao^s 
power to Grod's .power, and within the wail 
and bulwark thereof^ he witnesseth tl»s tme, 
Sin hath %o dominion, tin cannot hav^ dsmin'^ 
ion, 8ttt shall ntft have dominion ever ffou* 
No device of the enemy shall be able to butt 
or destroy on God's ho]^ moimtain ; for Ais 
light shines there to -dispel the darfcnei»s, ftnd 
his power is revealed tbere, to scatter and 
dash in pieces the strength of the enany 
whenever it appears. 
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eeKcxuNmc the gospel btatb. 

The gospel is a ministration of the new 
cs^enwak^ or a; spiritual miBistration of the 
^bstattc^ of aH that was shadowed out under 
the lawl There were many things under the 
law ;: but in: the gospel^ God hath gathered all 
intd one ; in Christ there is but one seed^ one 
Spirit^ one life^ one power, which redeems, 
(me dreumcision, one baptism, one faith, &c. 

The law wa» given hy MoseSf and the min- 
istra;tion' thereof o(mtinued through the proph- 
etsy until the seed should come, which was 
te put an; end to the law, and the righteous- 
ness theteof (as in» the letter) and bring in 
the righteousness of the Spirit, which should 
iMifor ever. 

The gospel is By Christ, -by whom God 
spafaa in: the last days, who is the beloved 
p&k^HbB prophet and- trigh* priest of God, who 
i» t# be heard fbr ever ; who taught his dis- 
cipksy while he was with them on earthy in 
thflit body of fiesh which bis- Father prepared 
for' him ; and afterwards by his Spirit (or holy 
ftttointiiKg) whereby he continueth teaching his 
children, aifd bringing tUem up in the virtue, 
lUb, and jKiwer of the new covenant; giving 
tlreni a new heart and spirit, and causing the 
oVd^natore of tke earthly Adam* to die in them, 
a&d>pass awflty from them. 

The law wa« given to the Jew outward, 
and is^ againsi' nature in man, which seem« 
foiffmid^to ebe^^bttt w^Il mrt 
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^^he law also is given to check that part^ 09 
'nature in man, which is above the seed^ to 
Which were all the shadows and types out* 
Ward. 

But in the gospel, which is the power of 
€t^od to the redemption of the soul, that part 
is done away, and the seed raised, and comes 
to live in the soul, and the soul in the pow^ 
which quickens it, in and through the seed. 

And so, here the life, and virtue, and na- 
ture of the seed overshadows all, and changes 
all in the gospel-ministration; so that here 
is a new heaven, and a new earth, wherein 
God reigns, and where righteousness dwells f 
and the old things, where unrighteousness 
dwelt, and wherein the devil reigned, are 
done away, and so his kingdom is destroyed^ 
and laid waste in man, and the kingdom of 
Christ set up, exalted, and established. ~ 

Then comes the mountain of the Lord^6 
house to be known on the top^ and above all 
the mountains and hills ; and then is the flow* 
ing of the enlightened soul thither, to learn of 
the Lord in his holy sanctuary, that it may 
know his ways, and walk in his paths. Then 
is the voice of the true shepherd heard, and. 
the law known (the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus) which cometh out of Sioii^ 
^^ and the word of the Lord (even the Holy 
One of Israel) which cometh from Jerusalem.^' 
Then is the day of the Lord known ; the 
mighty, terrible, shaking day of the Lord^ 
which is then upon all flesh, silencing it in 
the dread and awe of him, who is holy and 
pure ; aud the seed is then raised to life^ and 
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!n life and power^ and the Tiord alone exalted 
in that soul. ^^ For the Son exalted the Fath- 
er only^ in the days of his flesh ;^^ and it is 
so now, wherever the same seed and power 
of life is made manifest, and rules. 

Then after this shaking, after the work of 
this terrible day of the Lord in the heart, when 
God hath purged away the filth and blood of 
the defiled soul and spirit, by his Spirit of 
judgmentand burning, then that which is left 
shall be called holy, and dedicated to the Lord, 
even in every one that is written and reckon- 
ed by God among the living in Ms Jerasalem. 
And all God's tabernacles and dwelling-places 
on his holy mountain, and in his holy city, 
will he cover with the glory of his presence ; 
and all their assemblies (by his cloudy pillar, 
and by his shining flame) will God be a de- 
fence about ; before which brightness (and the 
arising of his life and power in the midst of 
his people) Satan with his devices and fiery 
darts shall fall like flashes of lightning, and 
his storms and winds shall not be able to pre- 
vail against the houses or dwelling-places 
which God builds on this his holy mountain 
of peace and salvation* 

Then the rod of the stem of Jesse is known, 
and the branch which groweth out of his root, 
and the Spirit of the Lord resting upon him. 
^^For grace and truth came by Jesus Christ ;'' 
and where the grace and truth which cornea 
by Jesus Christ is received, and his everlast- 
ing covenant entered into, there the same 
Spirit is poured forth, and rests (even upon 
i^ll the sons,) and true judgment is set up io 
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the hearty and ilie soul esti^Ualied in Hkt 
righteousness and peace of bis kingdom. 

So if any want ivisdom^ let him ask in&it|i$ 
it is presently given from the Spirit of wisdom^ 
which is poured out upon the seed ; which is 
m Spirit of understanding and knowledge^ and 
of pure heavenly fear^ &c. which makeib^uick 
in understanding the fear of the Lord ; which 
fear (being understood and observed) keepefli 
Ihe beart clean^ teaching it to avoid and keep 
out of all that defiles ; so that here is not so 
much as a touching the unclean thing by any 
of the smis and daughters^ who are 1^ by 
God's Spirit^ and live and walk in the Spirit; 
but a foUowing of the law of the Spiicit^^ lifis 
in Christ Jeaus fiiUy and perfisctly. 

Let sin and imperfection be received hiack 
to Sodom^ l^gjpt^ &nd J^bylon^ {rma wh^ica 
it came; but let holiness and unstained beansty 
dwell in Sioa ; yaa^ let Urim and llteiBunlmt 
even Gkid'a light and perfection, be wiih Ids 
Mdeemed peeople far ever and ever« 

Here tfa^ wdf dwells with the lamh^ and 
ihe kopwd lies with the kid, and Oknb calf, and 
the young lion, and the fatling togefl^er, and 
the little child leads them. Here the lion 
devours not, but eats straw like the ox ; and 
the sucking child, and the weanied child, can 
play in the hole of the asp, and put ^his hand 
on the cockaiaice's den ; and they that ace in 
the power can tread upon serpeiKts, a^nd they 
cannot hurt, wound, poison, w destroy; for 
there is safety all «ver God's holy mountain, 
and the venom or poison of Ae mrnksA spirit 
cannot xeach ihitijiorji to hurt or pfuban any 
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there : for Gt)d's earth is filled with knowl- 
edge^ with life^ with pure living knowledge^ 
which preserves out of the reach of darkness 
and death. 

Nay^ here Ephraim doth not envy Judah^ 
nor Judah vex Ephraim; for the envying^ 
vexing natare and spirit is taken out of them 
both. And here is turned to the Lord a peo^ 
pie of a pure language^ who speak the truth 
as they feel it, as they receive it from the 
Lord, in the life of it, in the true sense and- 
understanding of it, and not according to their 
own apprehendings or imaginings concerning 
it, which are the various and many languages 
of Babel. For in the seed, and of the seed^ 
is the pure language ; but out from the seed 
are the many voices and languages (even the 
confusion of Babel) ; one speaking, as he ap« 
prehends, thus ; another speaking, as he con- 
ceives, thus ; so plainly manifesting that they 
are out from the evidence and demonstration 
of the Spirit, whose voice is one, and Ian* 
guage one, in all, in the day of the gospel. 
And he that speaks otherwise than the law 
and testimony of life speaks in the heart, it is 
either because he knoweth not, or is not yet 
gathered into, the morning-light of the ever* 
lasting day of the gospel ; for there all are to 
speak, as the oracles of GK)d, the truth a^i it is 
in Jesus. 

In this day the anger of God is turned 
away, and condemnation come to an end, for 
^^ there is no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Je&us, who walk not after the fleshy 
but after the Spirit ;" and the Comforter is 



114 

ooine^ by wliom God cwi&rte tiie M«tl ; aad 
the soul with joy draweih wMer nut of the 
wells oar sj^ings of the Comforter* YeA^ tbo 
soul is gathered into the lov^ (or mte Qod^ 
who is love^) where the Baviour and aalvatioii 
is felt^ and God found mch a present help ajul^ 
strength ia time of trouble^ tiiat feaar is dime 
away^ and the Lord trusted and haped in ; 
yea^ and boasted of^ in every condiMon. Bo 
that Ids name is made mention of^ and sni^ 
of^ and exalted over all that €»n come to 
oppose or break down the work itf his power 
hi the heart ; insomuch ^at the inhabitant •£ 
IBion cries out and shouts against the eoemy^ 
when he appears^ because the Holy One of 
Israel is so great in the midst of her^ who 
breaks the spear and the bow^ the shidd and 
the battle^ Belah. Siee Isai. xii. 
, Yea, in this day the feast of &t things 19 
made on God's holy mountain $ of fat things 
full of marrow, and wines on the lees well 
refined. And in this monntfun the veil of the 
covering (spread over the heart) is done away: 
for in the seed there is no feigned coveriis^ ; 
but an opening of the unveiled eye, to see the 
unveiled life and power, even the revealed 
arm of the Redeemer. 

"Who hath believed our report i and to 
whom is the arm of the I<ord revealed ?'^ It 
was said so in the old covenant, in tine law 
dispensation ; but it is not Mid so in the new 
covenant, in the gospel dispensation ; for the 
veil is done away in Christ, and the children 
there with open face behold (as in a mxmur) 
the glory of the Loed* 
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JkoA htn, tirfaere the «eed im revealed^ «ii4 
tiie mmI comt into the seed, and faeconM one 
with the seed^ that is felt whkh breaketh ib» 
a^^t's head ; and when his head k bcoken, 
death ia soea swallowed up in rictory^ and the 
tears of sorrow wiped away (so that there is 
mo room for say teinxs now^ but tears of joy, 
tears of melting love and sweetness, before 
the Lord,) and the rebuke because of nncir* 
cumcision taken away. For whea God cir- 
cumcieeth the heart, ^' to lave the Lord with 
all the heart,^^ then it xeceiv^li life from him, 
and then the shame and rebake of the uncir- 
cumcised and dead state passeth away. 

And then saith the soul, ^^Lo! this is my 
6od I so much wanted, and so long waited 
for. Oh ! he is come, he is come, to judge my 
heart in righteousness, and to bring under all 
that hath kept ibe seed under in me ; and I 
feel him, my souPs salvation, and my heart is 
glad in him* And now I know the land of 
Judah'^ (for that land outwardly was but a» 
ft^re of the inward^) ^^ and the strong city 
timt is therein'^ (which the righteous nation 
&at keepeth the truth enters in at the gates of) 
^ where Giod appointeth salvation for walls 
Wd bulwarks.'^ See Isai. xxv. and chap, xxvi* 

And in this day, when the seed is raised, 
when the gospel power reacheth to the seed, 
and raiseth up the soul with the seed^ and 
pmnsheth Leviathan, that crooked serpent, 
and destroyeth the place where the dragons 
lay 9 so that as such a place it can be found no 
inm^e, because the Lord hath made all things 
new, and laid waste the old, then« shall bo 
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gang to ber that was afflicted a vineyard of 
red wine^ which the Lord will keep and water 
every moment^ lest any hurt it ; yea^ the Lord^ 
who is the keeper of Israel^ who neither 
slumbereth nor sleepeth^ will keep it night 
and day ; and though fury be not in the Lord^ 
yet he will go through the briars and thorns 
which set themselves in battle against him^ to 
hiudcr the current of his love and blessings 
upon his heritage. 

But as for his people, God will be very gra- 
cious to them, answering them in all that they 
call upon him for, and being with them in the 
fire, and in the water ; so that the waters shall 
not be able to overwhelm them, nor the flamg 
of the fiercest fire kindle upon them. For the 
enemies' fire shall not be able to burn up God'd 
heritage, nor their waters to overflow them ; 
but God's fire and waters shall overflow and 
consume the adversaries, as he pleaseth to 
let forth his overflowing scourge and fiery 
indignation upon them. 

The gospel is a state of pouring out the 
Spirit of God upon his seed, and his blessing 
upon his offspring; wherein he strengthens 
that which is weak, and confirms that which 
is feeble ; wherein he comforts worm Jacobs 
and recompenseth vengeance to that which 
oppressed him, that which wounded him, that 
which bowed him down, that which closed 
his eye, stopped his ear, made him dumb and 
lame, hardened his heart from God's fear, &c. 
that nature, that wisdom, that spirit, that 
power, is visited with vengeance. That 
which emptied him of the good, and mad»^ 
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Mm desdlate md Mrlitary^ is n^w fimiCtefi^ 
dii^reasetd^ and made solitarjr ; and the priB«- 
imer of hope loosed^ and brought out of the 
pit; and the blind eye opened^ and the deaf 
ear unstopped^ and the lame made to leap as 
an hart, and iJbe tongue of tiie dumb to sing, 
and the cparched ground become a pool, and 
the ihiii»ty land springs of water ; and thai 
nature wherein dragons dwelt is now dianged, 
and iife dwells there; and the holy new earth 
brings forth her increase of life to the Lord, 
and the way of holiness i»made plain ; which 
rough Bsau, or conceited Ishmael, or sacrifi^ 
cing Oain, (who hath not the true in*otherly 
loi;^ in him) cannot come inio ; but holy Abe^ 
blessed laaac, plain Jacob, walked therein, 
and inii^rited the blessing ; and Hie ransomed 
of &e Lord return from all their desolaticms, 
captivities, and scattexdngs in the apostacy^ 
and eeme io Sion with songj, and evicrlastiag 
j^ upon their heads, where tbey obtain }oy 
aod i^aidness, and where sorxow and sighing 
flee awa.y« For when the Camforter is GonM 
to ifae tamii^ when the Spirit Iram on high is 
poured out axpon it, then the wilderness be* 
comes a fimitful field, a^d the fruitful ield u 
counted for a forest ; then jud^ent dwells in 
tha wjidemess, and righteousness remajfts in 
fliefinoitfal field ; then ri^teoosneas is known, 
aittd the woric thereof; and die work of right> 
ciousness is peace, and tike effect of righteous- 
ness quietness, aind asmrance for ever. And 
the people of Ood tb/iM dwell (even his holy 
Israel, his spiritual Israel, tlie redeemed one$ 
by ids Afixii and power) in a peaceable hab- 
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ttation^ and in sure dwellings^ and ini quiet 
resting-places, where their God is to them as 
a munition of rocks^ and as broad rivers of 
love^ righteousness^ peace^ joy^ and blessed- 
ness for ever. 

In the gospel state, the Lord, the Redeem- 
er, the Holy One of Israel, who is the teacher 
of his people in the new covenant, who teach- 
eth them to profit therein, and leadeth them in 
the way that they should go : I say, in the 
gospel state he is known, and his voice heark- 
ened to. ^^ My sheep^' (those whom I gather 
and redeem) ^^ hear my voice, and follow me/^ 
saith Christ; who feed my flock like a shep- 
herd, guiding them by my Spirit into fresh 
and green pastures, gathering my lambs with 
my arm, carrying them in my bosom, and 
gently leading those that are with young. 
Yea, I bring the blind by a way that they 
knew not, and lead them in paths they have not 
known. I make dark things light before them^ 
and crooked things straight. These things 
do I unto them, and will not forsake them. 
Yea, worm Jacob, which was trampled upon 
'by all, is now made a sharp threshing instru* 
ment having teeth, which thresheth the moun« 
tains (beating them small) and makes the hills 
as chaff, which fans them, and the wind car- 
rieth them away, and the whirlwind scattereth 
them ; but Jacob rejoiceth in his God^ and 
glorieth in the Holy one of Israel ; who open- 
eth rivers in high places, and fountains in the 
midst of vallies ; and makes the wilderness a 
pool of water, and the dry land springs of 
water» For the Lord hath comforted Sioii, 
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And bad compaftston on her waste place^ and 
on her oppressed seed in Babylon ; and hath 
said to the prisoners^ ^^ Go forth ; and to them 
that sat in darkness^ shew yourselves abroad 
in the light ;'^ and he hath made her wilder- 
ness like Eden^ and her desart like the garden 
of the Lord ; so that joy and gladness is found 
in her (even the joy of God^s Spirit^ which is 
unspeakable and full of glory^) with thanks- 
givings and the voice of melody : for the de- 
stroyer, and those that made her waste^ are 
gone forth of her, and great is the Holy One 
in the midst of her. So that the barren that 
did not bear sings ; and she cries aloud^ and 
breaks forth into singing, that did not travail 
with child ; for she travails not now in vain^ 
but also brings forth abundantly : so that more 
are the children of the desolate than of the 
formerly married wife. And how can it be 
otherwise? For the Maker is the husband, 
who hath made an everlasting covenant of 
peace with the soul in the Son of his love^ 
and keeps and preserves in that covenant^ 
where the Lord can never be wroth with the 
soul, nor rebuke it : for here all the children 
of the Lord are taught of the Lord, and kept 
in his holy fear, and in subjection to hia 
Spirit ; and great is their peace, and in right- 
eousness are they established, and are far 
from oppressions the terror whereof cannot 
come near them* [See Isaiah xli. and liv.^ 

There are three or four things yet more oa 
iny heart to mention concerning the gospel 
state. 



Vinb^ InktliegospelfaiBiisfkiivirii; whsoip 
is not to' afflict the soul, or to ImBg down? ths' 
Iiead like a bnlrash for » day. ;. bui to Idoae 
the bands ef wickedness^ to^ mtdd'the keaTy 
buvdens^ to let' ike oppressed go fne, to brcsak 
ef¥eiy yoke^ to deal one's b»ead to* the bongry 
(.^ to visit the fatherless and widows in ^mir 
i^iction/' and to keep one's sell trnspoMe^ 
from the worldly spirit and natore^ which d^e* 
Sks^y and so not to tough the unclesn thing.)f 

Then the light of the soul breaks forth aa 
the morning, and it? health springs fortk 
speedily,, and its cishteousness goetk before 
it (for that which judgeth nnrigbteouisaess^ 
that is ito* rightemisnes« y whiehi instead; of 
coming, after, to reprove and condemn^ nctw 
goetk before,) and the gloiy of tiieLoid is the 
rear-ward,.coming after to pireserveand defend 
all that springs up in the power. Oh 1 blessead 
is he that witnesseth this state ! 

Secondly,^ In tlie gospeL state the goi^l. 
sabbath is kept, and. known to be: God^s holy 
day, and called a Adigkt (the holy of ^ 
Lonl, honourable,) and the. Lord is honoured 
in it by tiie soul while it walketh not in ito 
own wayts,. nor findeth its own pleasures^, nor 
speaketh its own words : and then the soul 
delighteth itself in the Lord^ whothen> in this 
state, causeth it to ride on the high: places of 
the earth, and feedeth it with tlie heritage of 
Jacob its father* What i»that ? What is Ja- 
cobus heritage? What is it Jacob is to be fed 
with, and inherit? Is it any less, than the life 
and blessedness of the promised land ? Is it* 
any less than the hidden manna ? Is it any 
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less than the fruit of the living vine ? Is ifc 
any other than the sweetness and fatness of 
the true olive-tree ? 

Thirdly, In it the garment of salvation is 
put on, even the Lord Jesus Christ ; for here 
the filthy garments are put off, and the pure 
garments put on* For here the Lord hath 
appointed to them that ^^have mourned in 
Sion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil 
of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness," that they might 
be called trees of righteousness, the planting 
of the Lord, that he might be glorified. So 
that here the soul can truly say, ^^I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be 
joyful in my God ; for he hath clothed me 
with the garments of salvation j he hath cov- 
ered me with the robe of righteousness/^ For 
as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as 
the garden causeth the things that are sown 
in it to spring forth, so the Lord hath caused 
vighteonsness and praise to spring forth before 
the eyes of all that are truly opened by him ; 
and he will not draw back his arm, or put up 
the sword which he hath drawn, till he hath 
destroyed his adversaries, and laid waste the 
mount of £^au, and made his Jerusalem the 
praise of the whole earth. Amen, hallelujah ! 

And here is the love which casteth out fear, 
and removeth care ; so that they that dwell 
here are careful in nothing, but in every thing 
make their requests known to God by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving; ^^and 
the .peace of God, which passeth all under- 
«tanding,r guards the heart and mind, through 
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soul^ changing it from glory to glory^ in and 
by his Spirit ; and God is praised and glori- 
fied in and by the soul^ and the heart kept 
pure and chaste in the eye of the Lord ; and 
the conversation ordered aright by his Spirit 
and power^ in which the soul lives and wdlks^ 
and his salvation seen and enjoyed daily more 
and more. So that here is a possession or 
inheritance of life in the kingdom^ in the holy 
land of the livings of which there is no end* 
Everlasting endless prayers to the Holy One 
c)f Israel (whose tabernacle is with men, and 
who dwelleth in the midst of his people) for 
ever and ever. 

Now if any one doubt concerning the truth 
of these things, this word is in my heart to 
such, Contey and see. Oh ! come and see the 
glory of the Lord, and the power of his life, 
and righteousness of his kingdom, which is 
now revealed, after the long night of darkness ! 
Oh ! blessed, blessed be his name, who hath 
caused his light to shine, and opened the eye 
(which was once blind) to see it ! 

Quest. But how may I come to see the glory 
ef the gospel stdte P 

Arts. Gome to the seed, and wait to feel and 
receive the power which raiseth the seed in 
the heart, and bringeth the heart, soul, mind, 
and spirit into union with the seed. 

Quest. But how may I come to the seed ; 
and how may I wait aright to feel and receive 
the power which raiseth it ? 

•ins. Mind that in thee which searcheth the 
heart, and what it reacheth to, and quickeneth 
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in thee ; what it draweth thee from^ what it 
draweth thee to ; how it sheweth thee thine 
own inability to follow^ and how it giveth 
ability when thou art weary of toiling and 
labouring of thyself. Oh ! this is he whom we 
have waited for! Thus he appeared to us; 
thus he taught us to turn in^ and to turn from 
the kingdom of darkness within^ towards the 
kingdom of lights which the good seedsman 
had sown in us as a grain of mustard-seed ; 
which when we founds we knew it to be the 
pearl of price, and were made willing to sell 
all for it ; and now it is purchased, and also 
possessed in a good measure ; blessed be tlie 
name of our merciful God^ and tender Father, 
for ever and ever. 

O hungering and thirsting soul after life 
(after truth, after the Lamb's righteousness,) 
do thou also wait to be taught of the Lord, 
who thus taught us, and then do thou go and 
do so likewise, and thou will never repent of 
this purchase, or of what thou partest with 
for it, when once thou comest to enjoy and. 
possess any proportion of it. 

The Lord make thee sensible of the visits, 
drawings, and leadings of fiis Holy Spirit, 
and guide thy feet thereby into the way of 
truth and peace. Amen« 
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EXTRACTS 

from Treatises in Vol. II. p. 403, &c. and Vol. III. 
p. Q25, &c. embracing a variety of Subjects; — 
pl9ced together in the former, under the general 
title of <' Some of the Mysteries of God's King- 
dom glanced at." 

CONCERNING THE WAY OF KNOWING CHRIST. 

Christ is the Minister of the true sancta* 
ary, ^hich God hath pitched, and not man* 
There is a city^ ^^ whose builder and maker 
is God.'^ The foundation-stone, the comer- 
intone, the top-stone of this city or building, isl 
Christ. He therefore that would know Christ, 
and be built upon Christ, must find an holy 
thing revealed in his heart, and his soul built 
thereon by him, who alone can raise this 
building, who can rear up the tabernacle that 
hath long been fallen down, who can build up 
the old waste places, and restore the paths 
for the ransomed and redeemed of the Lord 
to walk and travel on in. 

Now he which cai^ find any thing of God 
built up in his heart, (yea, if he can find but 
the beginning of the true sanctuary) he may 
^Iso find Christ ministering there ; even the 
true high-priest offering up the sacrifices, and 
interceding with the Father ; as also giving 
the soul the food of the holy things to eat of. 
Now this is the way of Christ indeed ; to wit, 
in his begettings in the heart, in his presence 
there, in his ministrations there, between the 
soul and the Father. And he that thus know* 
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eth him^ even in that which is begotten of him^ 
watching in singleness of heart with the true 
eye^ cannot be deceived concerning him^ but 
knoweth the voice of his Spirit^ and readily 
embraceth it ; but a stranger or deceiver it 
knoweth not^ and will not hear^ but by the in- 
stinct of life tumeth from it. So iKat the 
knowledge and preservation of the sheep is 
not by the wise reasonings of the mind con^ 
cerning the shepherd^s voice and the stran- 
ger's voice ; but by an instinct of the new 
hidden nature^ which teacheth the simple- 
hearted to avoid the snares which the earthly 
wisdom is easily entangled in. The meek^ 
the humble^ the broken-hearted^ the weak^ the 
poor^ the babes, the little children^ these are 
they whom the Father teacheth ; these have 
that preservation and instruction^ which the 
wise^ knowings judicious minds (in man's ac«> 
count) miss of. Thus the foolishnesa of God 
is wiser than man, and the weakness of God 
stronger than man. And GK)d hath chosen in 
every man that which is not, to bring to nought 
all that ia in him^ that no flesh might glory in 
his presence^ nor no man be able to boast be- 
fore the Xord ef the salvation of his soul. 



CONCERNING FAITH* 

What is faith P 

•ins. It is a belief in the appearances of thi^^ 
Lord to the soul^ and a cleaving to^ and 
drinking in of their virtue. There are divers 
appeartmces of the Lord; even as a quickening 
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Spivit^ quickening and enlive^hig tl^^nli; 
also as a discoveret^Teprover, attd condemn^ 
of siti, and justifier of riglif eousn^iss ; likewise 
as a strengthener and comforter of Wiat Hvitidli 
wants his strength and comfort; ^nd as a. 
fountain of perfect love, sweetness, ^tid of all 
good, &;c. Now however the Lord pleaseth 
to appear, that which seetb, knoWeifh, owneth, 
and falleth in with his appearances, drinking 
in the virtue thereof, that is faith. 

Sy what means is faith wrought? 

Ans. By the Word in the heart; by the 
living Word from Whidh the soul came, and 
which is nigh to the soul. This was the 
Word of faith, or the Word which wrought 
faith under the law. Dent. xxx. This was 
the Word of faith which the apostles preach- 
ed, and which wrought faith under the gospel. 
Rom. X. This is the Word which we feel 
working faith in us now; yea, and which 
woi^keth it in all those in whomsoever it is 
wrought ; though they may not know what 
works it : yea, this is the seed of life, from 
which every spiritual thing springs and grows 
in the heart. 

[^How doth this Word worTc in or upon the 
heart P 

Ans. According to the entrance it gets into 
the heart, or according as it is rejected or re- 
fused. As it gets entrance, it works life there, 
and works the creature into its life. It brings 
in its nature, its righteousness, its holiness, its 
sweetness, its peace, its love, its joy, its meek- 
ness, its patience, &c. as it makes room in the 
heart; by working out the contrary. But 



Wliere it is rejected^ it works death and con- 
demnatioB, aad increaseth the captivity and 
misery of the soul ; so that it were better 
never to hear any sound of Christ in the heart, 
than not to hearken and become subject 
thereto.! 

How 13 faith received P 

Ana. In the quickening power. The seed 
of life shoots forth its lights its life^ its nature^ 
its virtue into the heart. The heart being 
touched with this^ is in some measure quick- 
ened towards God^ and in and from this quick- 
ening virtue faith flows into tha soul. For in 
the death of sin^ in the dead state, there is 
nothing but unbelief; faith therefore must 
needs now from the quickenings of life. 

Wherein doth faith stand 9 

Ans. In that wherein it is received^ even in 
the quickening power* Faith must be con- 
tinually kept alive by the seed of life, or it 
cannot live. It springs in the power^ it dwells 
in the power, it acts in the power, and is never 
found out of it. Man cannot believe when, 
he will ; it is a continual gift, depending upon 
the continual quickenings and nourishment of 
that life from whence it sprang. 

Btit doth not God withdraw 9 Where i» 
faith then? .^» 

Ana. There is the seotet preiliice of the 
power, when it is not visibly manifest, ena- 
bling the soul to keep to, and depend upon, 
that which is not seen, but trusted in, though 
unseen, and not sensibly felt : and there is a 
secret turning from, and resisting of tempta- 
tions, aod a secret overcoming (the heart be* 
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tag kept true and entire to the Lord) while 
the enemy seemeth sensibly to prevail and 
overcome. 

Why doth the enemy so asaauXt Tcith unbeliefs 
and fight so stiffiy against the faith of the soul ? 

Ans. Because all depends upon it. Stop 
that^ he stops all ; overcome that, he over- 
comes all. If that stand and abide in strength^ 
he gains nothing ; but loses by every tempta- 
tion and seeming victory. 



CONCERNING HOPE. 

What is hope f 

Ans. The expectation of somewhat from 
the Lord^ in the season of his good wilL 
The expectation of the crown of lUe at last; 
the expectation of deliverance from snares 
and temptations at present ; the expectation 
of receiving his promises of the divine nature^ 
or of any mercy Or blessing which he hath 
given to pray for ; this is hope. 

What is the nature and proper effects of 
hope ? 

Ans. It stays the mind, even in the midst 
of storms and tempests, that they do not over- 
turn, overwhelm, and sink the soul. It keeps 
up the head above the many waters, and 
keeps the heart from utterly fainting. It pre- 
serves life in the many famines and straight 
sieges of the enemy. Hope of relief keeps 
from yielding to the enemy, and preserves 
from distrusting the Lord. Distrust cannot 
euter and prevail, where hope abides. Hope 
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ItddB strength to the soul in its pnrsnit of all 
that is good^ and in its flying from and es« 
chewing all that is evil^ and is the succourer 
of faith in the needful hour : yea, how often 
would the faith he given up and foiled^ were 
it not for the hope which relieves it ! 



CONCERNING LOVE. 

I 

What is hve ? 

•Ans. What shall I say of it, or how shall I 
in words express its nature ! It is the sweet- 
ness of life ; it is the sweet, tender, melting 
nature of God, flowing up through his seed of 
life into the creature, and of all things makin1| 
the creature most like unto himself, hoth in 
hature and operation. It fulfils the law^ it 
fulfils the gospel ; it Wraps up all in one, and 
brings forth all in the oneness. It excludes 
all evil out of the heart, it perfects all g;bdd in 
the heart. A touch of love doth this in meas- 
ure ; perfect love doth this in fulness. But 
how can I proceed to speak of it ! Oh ! that 
the souls of all that fear and wait on the Lord 
might feel its nature fully ; and then would 
they not fkil of its sweet overcoming opera« 
tions, both towards one another, and towards 
enemies. The great healing, the great con- 
quest, the great salvation is reserved for the 
full manifestation of the love of God. His 
judgments, his cuttings, his hewings by the 
word of his mouth, are but to prepare for, but 
not to do, the great work of raising up the 
aweet building of his life; which is to be dona 
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in love^ and in peace, and by the power 
thereof. And this my soul waits and cries* 
after, even the full springing up of eternal love 
in my heart, and in the swallowing of me 
wholly into it, and the bringing of my soul 
wholly forth in it, that the life of God in its 
own perfect sweetness may fully run forth 
through this vessel, and not be at all tinctured 
by the vessel, but perfectly tincture and 
change the vessel into its own nature; and 
then shall no fault be found in my soul before 
the Lord, but the spotless life be fully enjoy- 
ed by me, and become a perfectly-pleasant 
sacrifice to my God. 

Oh! how sweet is love! how pleasant is 
ks nature ! how takingly doth it behave itself 
in every condition, upon every occasion, to 
every person, and about every thing! How 
tenderly, how readily, doth it help and serve 
the meanest! How patiently, how meekly, 
doth it bear all things, either from God or 
man, how unexpectedly soever they come, 
or how hard soever they seem ! How doth it 
believe, how doth it hope, how doth it excuse, 
how doth it cover even that which seemeth 
not to be excusable, and not fit to be covered ! 
How kind is it even in its interpretations and 
charges concerning miscarriages! It never 
overchargeth, it never grates upon the spirit 
of him whom it reprehends ; it never hardens, 
it never provokes ; but carrieth a meltingness 
and power of conviction with it. This is the 
nature of God ; this, in the vessels capacitated 
to receive and bring it forth in its glory, the 
power of enmity is not able to stand against^ 
but falls before, and is overcome by. 
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CONCERNING OBEDIENCB. 

What is obedience ? 

Ana. It is the subjection of the soul to the 
law of the Spirit ; which subjection floweth 
from^ and is strengthened by, love. To wait 
to know the mind of God, and perform his 
will in every thing, through the virtue of the 
principle of life revealed within, this is the 
obedience of faith. This is the obedience of 
the seed, conveyed into the creature by the 
seed, as it is made partaker of the seed. He 
is tlie son who naturally doth the will ; he is 
the faithful witness who testifies concerning 
the will ; yea, and he is the choice servant also. 

rif I could obey in all things that God re- 
quires of me, yet that would not satisfy me, 
unless I felt my obedience flow from the birth 
of his life in me, '^ My Father doth all in me,'^ 
saith Christ. This was Christ's comfort. And 
to feel Christ do all in the soul, is the comfort 
of every one that truly believes in him. 

True obedience, gospel obedience, is natn* 
ral to the birth which is bom of God. It is 
unnatural to the flesh, to man's wisdom, to 
deny himself, and take up the cross ; but it is 
natural to the birth which is born of God's 
Spirit. " That which is born of the Spirit, 
is Spirit ;" and it is natural to it to be con- 
versant in, and exercised about, that which is 
spiritual. Honouring and pleasing, and an- 
swering the will of the Lord, is the proper 
aim of the truly obedient. Oh ! how do they 
delight to do the will of God ! ^' I have meat/' 
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«aith Christ, ^^ that ye know Hot of.^' To do 
the will was his meat and drink : and it is 
meat and drink to all that are of his nature 
and Spirit. If I should never have any other 
reward, but the pleasure of obedience ; yet I 
could not but say and testify, that in answer* 
ing the law of the pure life, in keeping the 
holy statutes and commandments of God's 
Spirit, there is great reward. But yet there 
is a crown also, and a reaping after this life 
of every thing that is sown to the Spirit ; and 
the crown is weighty and everlastingly glo- 
rious. 

Gospel obedience is exceedingly necessary 
in and to the gospel state. Mark ! The Lamb 
is the leader : and can any be saved by him^ 
but they that follow him ? When Christ calls 
out of the world, must not the soul come to 
him, who is the Shepherd ? And must not the 
sheep daily learn to know his voice, and fol- 
low him ; even till they come to be acquainted 
with every moving, drawing, and leading of 
his Spirit ; and so come to follow the Lamb 
whithersoever he goes ? Mark ! what a weight 
Christ lay eth upon doing. " If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them.'' Why 
then the disciple cannot come to happiness, 
but in the doing, in the obeying of the will of 
Christ, his Lord and Master.] 

Mark how every thing in the kingdom, ev- 
ery spiritual thing, refers to Christ, and cen- 
ters in him. His nature, his virtue, his pres- 
ence, his power makes up all. Indeed he is 
all in all to a believer, only variously mani- 
fested and opened in the heart by the Spirit. 
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He is the volume of the whole book^ every 
leaf and line whereof speaks of him, and 
writes out him in some or other of his sweet 
and beautiful lineaments. So that if I should 
yet speak farther of other things^ as of meek* 
uess^ tenderness^ humility^ mercy^ gentleness^ 
patience^ long-sufferings contentedness^ &c. 
(all which I had much rather should be read 
in his books even in the living book of the 
eternal Word, than in my writings) I should 
but speak further of his nature brought up, 
manifested^ and displaying itself in and 
through the creatures^ by his turning the 
wheel of his life in their hearts. But my 
spirit hasteneth from words, therefore can I 
not but cut short and pass over these openings 
in me, that neither my own soul nor others 
may fix or stay upon words concerning the 
thing, but may sink in spirit into the feeling 
of the life itself, and may learn what it is to 
enjoy it there, and to be comprehended of it, 
and cease striving to know or comprehend 
concerning it. And then I am sure he that 
hath a taste of this cannot but be willing to 
sell all the knowledge that can be held in the 
creaturely vessel, for that knowledge which is 
living, and is laid up in that treasury, into 
which the thief and corrupter can by no means 
steal or break. 

Yet somewhat I cannot but further add — 
because my heart believeth that it may prove 
serviceable to some, in the guidance and mer- 
cy of the good Spirit of the Lord. 
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eOKCEHNING BE^ENEBATION. 

What 18 regeneration f or the new birth ? 

•ins. It is an inward change^ by the Spirit 
and power of the living God^ into his own 
nature. It is a being begotten of his Spirit; 
born of his Spirit ; begotten into^ and bom of 
the very nature of his Spirit. ^^ That which 
is born of the Spirit, is Spirit.'' John iii. It 
is not every change of mind which is the 
right change ; but only that, which God, by 
the very same power wherewith he raised our 
liord Jesus Christ from the grave, makes in 
the hearts of those whom he visits ; who are 
sensible of, receive, and are subject to his in- 
ward life, light, and power. 



CONCERNING TRUE HOLINESS* 

What is true holiness P 

•Bns. That holy nature, and those holy ac- 
tions, which arise from the holy root ; all else 
are but imitations of holiness, not the true 
holiness. The tree must be made good first, 
and then the fruit will be good also. There 
are many likenesses of the true holiness up 
and down in several professions; but there 
is no real holiness to be found, nor righteous- 
ness neither, but in the trees of God's plant- 
ing, in the branches which are by him ingraft- 
ed into the true vine and olive-tree, whose 
strength of virtue and holiness lies in the sap, 
W.Uich they daily receive from him. 
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COKCBRNING MAKING OUR CALLING AND 

ELECTION SURE. 

How may a man make his calling and elec- 
tion sure P 

Ans. By making the gift of God sure to 
him ; by making that sure to him wherein his 
calling and election is. For the choice is of 
the seed, the holy seed, the inward seed, the 
seed of God's Spirit, and of the creature as 
joined to the seed. God would have none to 
perish ; but would have all come to the knowl- 
edge of Christ the truth, who is the seed, in 
whom the election stands : and his holy ad- 
i^ice to men is, whom he begins to call and to 
lead towards the election, "to make their 
calling and election sure.'' So that the way of 
making the calling and election sure is, to 
make the gift sure, the seed sure, the leaveu 
sure, the pearl sure, which God will never 
J^eject, nor any that are found in true union 
with it, and in the love and obedience of it. 
Oh ! therefore, as God visits with power, with 
his powerful gift, and as thou receivest pow- 
er, dominion, and authority over sin, (for in 
this gift is God's dominion and authority re- 
vealed) be faithful to the gift, be faithful to the 
power, give up to the truth in the inward 
parts, come into it, dwell in it, that thou 
^ayst feel its virtue and delivering nature 
fi'omjBvery enslaving and embondaging things 
^nd then standfast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ the Lord, by the life, virtue, and power 
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of his trath^ sets thee free. And so here thoa 
wilt read thy callings and read thy election 
day by day ; and find them sealed^ and sure 
to thee^ in that truths in that gift^ in that heav- 
enly lights in that holy seed^ which came from 
CK)d9 and is of him^ and which he delights to 
own, and will never reject. 



CONCERNING REPENTANCE* 

Which is the true repentance ? 

Arts. That which Christ gives, whom God 
hath exalted to be the Prince and Saviour, to 
give repentance and forgiveness of sins. Acts 
T. 31. It is not in man's power [a? manj to 
repent ; his heart is hard and impenitent. It 
is God's power which melteth, tendereth, and 
changeth the heart. So that there is a great 
diflFerence between the sense and sorrow of 
man's nature, and the sense and sorrow which 
God gives to the heart which he renews and 
changes. The one is of an earthly, the other 
of a heavenly nature. The one is like the 
early dew, or morning cloud, it soon passeth 
away ; the other is written in the new heart, 
and abideth. So that in it there is a real 
sorrow and mourning over the corrupt nature, 
and all the dead works of the flesh, and a 
turning from them, and meddling no more 
with them. This is the repentance of the re- 
newed ones, which is the gift of the Lord 
Jesus Christ unto them, and is a godly sorrow 
for 9in not to be repented of. 
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eOKCEBiriKG FOYEBTY OF SPIRIT AITD HVM II.ITY* 

Which is the right poverty of spirit and the 
true humility P 

•ins. That' poverty and humility of spirit 
which springeth from the same root from which 
the faith^ the love^ the peace^ the joy^ and the 
other heavenly things arise ; and is of the 
same nature. Thero is a voluntary humility^ 
and a voluntary poverty, even of spirit, which 
man casts himself into, and forms in himself, 
by his own workings and reasonings. Thi» 
is not the true, hut the false image, or counter* 
feit of the true ; but then there is a poverty 
which ariseth from God^s emptying the crea- 
ture, from God's stripping the creature ; and 
an humility which ariseth from a new hea^t 
and nature. This is of the right kind, and is 
lasting, and ahides in the midst of the riches 
and glory of the kingdom. For as Christ was 
poor in spirit before his Father, and lowly in 
heart in the midst of all the fulness which he 
received from him ; so it is with those who 
are of the same birth and nature with Christ.. 
They are filled with humility, and clothed 
with humility, in the midst of all the graces 
and heavenly riches which God fills them and 
adorns them with. Keep in the faith, keep 
in the truth, keep in the light, keep in the 
power 5 it excludes boasting in or after the 
flesh, and keeps the mind in that humility and 
poverty of spirit which God hath brought,, 
and daily further and further brings it into ;: 
and so the humility and poverty remains (pooir 
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in spirit for ever^ humble in spirit for ever, 
nothing before the Lord for ever) even as that 
remains which brought into that frame, and 
keeps in that frame for ever. And so the 
Lord of life is only exalted, and the creature 
kept abased before him, and low for ever; 
and is nothing but as the Lord pleaseth to fill, 
and make it to be what it is. So what I am^ 
I am by Grod's love, by his grace, by his 
mercy, by his goodness, by his power, by his 
wisdom^ by his righteousness, by his holiness, 
which he of his own good pleasure eommuni- 
eateth, and causeth to spring in me, . and 
fllleth and clotheth me with, as seemeth good 
in his sight. 



GONCERNING THE SEED OF THE KIN6DOH« 

Concerning the seed of the kingdom, this 
I have experienced; that it consists not in 
words or notions of the mind, but is an inward 
thing, an inward spiritual substance in the 
heart, as real inwardly in its kind, as other 
seeds are outwardly in their kind ; and that 
being received by faith, and taking root in 
man, (his heart, his earthy being ploughed up 
and prepared for it) it groweth up inwardly, 
and bringeth forth fruit inwardly, as truly 
and really as any outward seed doth out- 
wardly. This seed is known by its contra- 
riety and enmity against the seed of the 
serpent ; against all the seeds of evil in the 
hearts of men ; it discovering them, turning 
the mind from them, and warring against 
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ilien^ and braising and overcoming them in 
all that receive it« and let in its holy nature ^ 
which^ as an holy leaven or salt^ worketh out 
that which is unholy and unrighteous^ dark 
and dead^ and seasoneth with liglit^ with life^ 
with grace^ with the holiness and righteouft* 
aess of truth. 



CONCEBiriNG JUSTIFICATION Aim SAITCTIFICATIOX, 

Skmie things which it hath pleased the Lord, in hifii 
tender mercy, to give me to experience. 

That it is the same Christy the same Spirit^ 
the same life> the same wisdom^ the same 
power^ the same goodness^ love^ and mercy^ 
the same water^ the same bloody which both 
justifies and sanctifies. 

That justification and sanctification go hand 
in hand together. There is none justified^ but 
he that is m measure sanctified : and there is 
none sanctified^ but he that is in some meas* 
ure justified. 

That justification and sanctification are both 
of and through the grace. It is so in the be- 
ginning, and it is so all along. ^^ By grace 
ye are saved^^' saith the apostle. The whole 
Work of salvation is begun and carried on 
through grace. It is through that^ GK)d visits 
and reaches to the soul^ with his quickening 
virtue and power. He regenerates also there- 
by. Through that he justifies ; tlirough that 
he sanctifies, &c. So that as the work goes 
on, grace, grace, is to be cried to him that does 
the work; from his very laying the foundation^ 
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and fastening the soul thereupon^ to his very 
laying on of the top stone. 

Though justification and sanctification be of 
Gt)d'8 grace and mercy in Christ ; yet this 
doth not exclude faith : but they are also 
through faith^ and not without it God doth 
not justify man in the unbelieving state^ in the 
dead state^ in his abiding there ; but in the 
coming out of it^ in the repenting and turning 
from the dead works to the living God^ and 
in believing in him ; and so he also sanctifies 
him. 

Vaith and obedience are of the same nature^ 
and. always go together. So that wherever 
there is faith^ there is obedience likewise ; and 
wherever there is obedience^ there is faith. 
Obedience flows from faith^ and cannot be 
without it ; for the very nature and virtue of 
faith is in it. And faith is obedience. For 
this is the command of God^ that the soul be- 
lieve on him (and in his appearances) whom 
he hath sent to save ; and this believing is 
obedience unto him that commands it. And 
this faith^ and this obedience^ is holy and just 
in God^s sight; and through it (but not with- 
out it) the soul is both just&ed and sanctified. 

That the works of faith, the works of the 
new life, are not the works of the law, the 
works of the old covenant; nor are excluded 
justification, as the works of the old covenant 
are. For I have found the Lord, who hath 
condemned and excluded all my doings,, which 
ever I have been able to do of my Self, still 
justify and accept what his Spirit and holy 
power hath done in me^ They are not of tiiQ 



imme nature in themselves ; nor are they so 
accounted of in the eye of the Lord. For the 
Lord distinguisheth between root and root : 
and what springeth from the holy root^ he jus* 
tifieth as holy ; and what ariseth from the^n- 
holy root, he condemneth as unholy. 

That by the law of faith all boasting is ex- 
cluded, in the whole work bothof justMcation 
and sanctification. What is the law of faith ? 
Is not this its law, to derive all from the Son, 
to do all in the Son ? to quit self, and its own 
ability, and to perform all in the newness of 
the Spirit, in the ability which is of God^ 
given and continued, in and through bis grace 
and mercy, to the soul in the Lord Jesns 
Christ ; all the veins of life, all the streams 
of the new covenant run here. Here is no 
boasting of the creature ; here can be no boast- 
ing : for all its ability and strength is shut 
out ; and that which is given of God to it, is 
all and doth all. Yet every Jew here hath 

{iraise of God. His faith is commended, his 
ove is commended, his faithfulness is com- 
mended, his zeal for the Lord, his obedience 
to the Lord, his patience in suffering, is com- 
mended, &c. But the praise and honour of all 
redounds not to his flesh, but to the Spirit and 
grace of God in him. So that here flesh is 
laid low, and kept in the dust for ever, and 
God alone exalted in this day of his pure 
power in the heart. He that truly believeth, 
entereth into rest. How into rest? From what 
doth he rest ? Why, from his own works, from 
the works of the flesh ; yea, from the works 
of the old covenant ; from the works that arise 
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from his own ability, from tlie works wherein 
he can never be justified with the gospel-justi* 
fication. But doth he cease from the works^ of 
faith ? Doth he cease from the labour of love ? 
D(4h he cease from obedience to any thing 
that God requires ? Nay: then surely he rath- 
er beginneth to work and labour in the vine- 

iard ; and his labour is not in vain in the 
lOrd. 

[^But many men do not know Christy and 
how can they obtain justification by him? 

Jlns. There is a double knowledge of 
Christ ; outwardly, by a relation concerning 
him, and inwardly, by feeling the virtue of his 
nature. Now thus many know Christ, who 
know him not outwardly. They may have 
somewhat sown, touched, and raised by Grod^ 
of the nature of Christ in them, and in this 
they may know the Father, and spring of the 
same natui^, and be gathered in heart into it, 
and so come within the line or compass of the 
spiritual life, wherein the spiritual blessings 
and mercies run and flow through Christ, and 
for his sake. And so here they may see their 
sins, and be loaded with them, and feel the 
life and virtue that washeth from them, and 
that it is in the mere mercy of God, and so be 
drawn out of self into the nature, life, virtue, 
and power of Christ, which is conveyed in 
substance in the inward feeling and new-cre- 
ating of the heart. ^The promise is to the 

seed of the kingdom, and to man in the seed ; 
and there it reacheth him whenever it flndeth 
him : for iu all his gatherings into, and being 
found in, that, he is blessed. 
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Then may a man be jtistijied who ne^^ 
heard outwardly of Christ ? 

•ins. If he feel the seed of life^ be overcome 
by its nature, give up to its law^ as it is made 
manifest in his heart, abhor the nature and 
law of sin and death, and thus in soul cleave 
unto the Lord, and follow him as he pleaseth 
to lead, the Spirit and life of the Lord cannot 
but herein justify him; and the grace and 
mercy of the Lord cannot withhold giving him 
out his pardon for his sins past, (and also pass 
by his future frailties,) although he distinctly 
know not how to sue out and plead it. The 
redemption and pardon of sin is through the 
unlimited grace of God ; which is not restrain- 
ed to the outward knowledge of the creature^ 
but issueth forth according to the capacity 
that God creates any where to receive it. Life^ 
mercy, grace, pardon, &c. issue forth from God 
into the vessels of every kind, under every 
dispensation that he prepareth for them : and 
the inward sense of life is the thing that God 
aims at in all his dispensations, and not the 
outward skill or knowledge, but thrusts that 
by in every dispensation, except as his inward 
life and virtue is found in it.] 



CONCERNING THE CROSS OF CHRIST. 

This I have experienced concerning the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ ; that it is an 
inward and spiritual thing, producing inward 
and spiritual effects in the mind ; and that this 
ie it^ even that which slays the enmity in the 



i4i 

liiind^ and crucifies to the worlds and the af- 
fections thereof. ^' God forbid/' said the apos* 
tle^ ^^ that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christy whereby the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world/' 
Now mark ; That which is contrary to the 
world, and crucifies to the world, that is the 
cross. The cross hath this power, and no« 
thing else; and so there is nothing else to 
glory in. ^^The flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh ; and 
these are contrary one to the other.'' Mind^ 
here is the cross : the Spirit which is contrary 
to the flesh, which mortifies the fiesh, through 
the obedience whereof the flesh is crucified. 
^^ If ye, through the Spirit, mortify the deeds 
of the body, ye shall live." Whatsoever is 
of and in the Spirit, is contrary to the flesh* 
The light of the Spirit is contrary to the dark- 
ness of the flesh. The holiness of the Spirit 
is contrary to the unholiness of the corrupt 
heart. The life of the Spirit is contrary to 
the life (or rather death) that is in sin. The 
power of the Spirit is contrary to the power 
that is in Satan, and his kingdom. The wis- 
dom of God is contrary, and a foolish things 
to the wisdom of man. Yea, the new creature, 
which springs from God's Holy Spirit, is con- 
trary and death to the old. Now he that 
comes hither, out of his own wisdom, out of 
his own will, out of his own thoughts, out of 
his own reasonings ; and comes to a discern- 
ing of God's Spirit, and to the feeling of his 
begetting of life in his heart, and Iiis stirrings 
and movings in the life which he hath begot- 
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ten; and waits here, and receives connsel 
here ; he is taught to deny himself, and to join 
to and take up that, hy which Christ daily 
crosseth and subdueth in him that which is 
contrary to God. 

And here is the fight of faith, and the ^ood 
travel under the cross, whereby the holy jour- 
ney is gone, and the enemies (which rise up to 
oppose in the way) vanquished and overcome. 
For here is the power revealed ; the preserv- 
ing power, the leading power, the conquering 
power of him who rideth on conquering and 
to conquer his spiritual enemies in the hearts 
of his children, who know his voice, and are 
subject to him ; who daily denying themselves, 
and taking up his cross, follow him: Woe is 
to them that are at ease in Sion, under any 
thing that is contrary to God ; but blessings 
are upon them whose dwelling is under the 
cross, and who know no ease but what it al- 
lows. It will make truth, life, holiness, right- 
eousness, faith, obedience, meekness, patience, 
love, separation from sin, communion with the 
I/ord, and all the fruits of the Spirit, as natu- 
ral to them in the renewed state, as ever sin 
was in the corrupt state. And in that state 
they shall be able to say with Paul ; who once 
complained of his captivity, and that he did 
what he hated ; yet after he had known the 
power of the cross, and was crucified M'ith 
Christ, he could then do nothing against the 
truth, but for the tnith; yea, then being a 
conquerer, having overcome the enemies which 
stood in his w/iy, he could do all things through 
Christ that strengthened him. The cause of 

N 
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do many complaints and bowings down of the 
head^ and going mourning because of the pre* 
railings of the enemy, through temptations^ 
sin, and corruption, is because the cross ojf 
Christ, which is the power of God, (which is 
his ordinance against the strength of the ene- 
iny) is either not known, or not taken up. 
And this is the reason that many that make a 
fair shew for a while, yet afterwards come to 
nothing, (but are like untimely figs, or like 
corn upon the house-tops, which hastily 
springeth up, but soon withereth) because they 
either never rightly learn, or keep not to the 
cross. For that alone hath power from God 
to bring down and keep down that which is 
contrary to him. So that from under the cross 
of Christ, there is no witnessing salvation or 
preservation from the Lord; but out of the 
limits of the cross, the enemy hath power to 
recover and bring back under his dominion 
again. And whosoever in his travels leaves 
the cross behind him, does draw back unto 
perdition, and not travel on, in the living 
faith, and newness of obedience, towards the 
salvation of the soul. 



CONCERNING THE MYSTERY OF I.irE9 AND THE 
MYSTERY OF THE FEIJ4OWSHIP THEREIN. 

God is hid from man, as he lies in his sin- 
ful and fallen state ; and no man can find or 
know him, but as he pleaseth to reveal him- 
self by his own blessed Spirit. And Christ, 
being God's image, there U no knowing or 
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confessing him^ or right calling him Lord^ but 
in and by the same Spirit. 1 Cor. xit. 3.—* 
When he appeared in the days of his fleshy 
flesh and blood could not reveal him^ but only 
the Father. And he is the same to-day as he 
was yesterday. He is not to be known now, 
but in the same Spirit ; in his own grace and 
truth, in a measure of his own life. The dead 
cannot know him ; they only know him, who 
are his sheep, who are quickened and made 
alive by him. And this life is a mystery : 
none can understand it, but they that partake 
of it. Can a man that is naturally dead, 
know what the life of nature means? No 
more can a man that is spiritually dead, know 
what the life of the Spirit means. The nat- 
ural man may get the words that came from 
life, and cry up them, and speak great words 
of the fame of wisdom, and of her children ; 
but the thing itself is hid from them all. Oh ! 
it is a straight gate at which the birth enters, 
at which none else can enter. The wise and 
prudent knowers and searchers after the flesh 
(and of the scriptures, as they can put mean- 
ings upon them and comprehend them) are 
shut out in every age ; but there is a babe born 
of naked truth (bom of the pure simplicity) 
admitted by God, while men disdain and 
despise it. 

And the fellowship of the saints is in the 
life, and in the light, which is this mystery. 
The fellowship is not outward, but inward. 
All they that meet together in the outward 
place, are not in the fellowship, or w^orship^ 
but only they that meet together in the inward 
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life and Spirit. ^^They that worship the 
Father, must worship him in Spirit and truth.'' 
Look, there is the worship, there are the wor- 
shippers ; they that are in the Spirit, in the 
truth; they that meet in the Spirit, in the 
truth, they meet together in the one spiritual 
place, as I may call it. And so we own no 
man after the flesh, no man according to the 
appearance ; but in the righteous judgment of 
the Spirit, those only who are of the Spirit, 
Indeed we are tender, where there is the least 
beginning of the work of God in any heart; 
yea, where there is but so much as a convic- 
tion of the understanding; but men are not 
presently of us, who own our principle in 
words or outward appearance, but only such 
as are inwardly changed thereby in the heart. 
It is true, persons may walk among us, and 
afterwards go out from us, who were never of 
us, (as it was in the apostles' days) that were 
never in the fellowship of life with us, whom 
we could never own in the sight of the Lord, 
as being born of him ; though we were willing 
to wait and watch for their good, that they 
might come to witness the true birth. Now 
from such come the offences, even from the 
falling off of such as never were truly ingraft- 
ed, and also from the slips of such who arc 
not watchful to that which preserves. And 
woe is to the world, because of the offences 
which cannot but come. For they which are 
i o be approved in the sight of the Lord, must 
not somewhat or other happen to make them 
manifest ? And when they are made manifest, 
th© world's eye is offended^ and is apt to think 
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hardly of^ and reproacli the truth itself^ be« 
cause of them. Blessed is the eye which sees 
into the mystery, into the life itself, where 
there is no offence. Truth is one and the 
dame for ever. 



COiyCERNING JtrOGING ACCORDING TO THE APPEAR- 
ANCE, AND JUDGING RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT. 

^^ Judge net accorduig to the appearance, but judge 
righteous judgment.'^ Jolm vii. ^4. 

What is it to judge according to the appear- 
:tnce ? and what is it to judge righteous judg^^ 
ment ? I shall speak what I have experienced, 
having been deeply exercised about this thing. 
Mark then : 

The holy Spirit of life breatheth upon the 
heart; and, by his breatliing and working 
there, he quickens and begets life. John iii. 8* 
And that which is begotten and born of him, 
is begotten and born in his nature, and so is 
of the same nature with him, as verse 6, of 
that chapter. 

Now to that which is born of the Spirit, the 
Spirit is the leader, the preserver, the sup- 
porter, the comforter, the daily quickener. 
He can do nothing without the Spirit, without 
the present life and power of him that begat 
him : so that all the judgment which the birth 
of life hath, is from, and of, and in the Holy 
Spirit of the Father. 

And here is true judgment, both concerning 
righteousness, and against all unrighteous*, 
ness ; so that keep to the Ufe^ keep to the 
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Spirit^ keep to the birth^ keep to the power^ 
then is the wisdom and righteous judgment of 
God revealed : but any that go out of this^ 
and measure without this^ they measure in 
the unrighteousness ; and though they search 
the scriptures^ and think in themselves they 
measure from the scriptures^ yet they are 
mistaken^ and measure but from their own 
knowledge and apprehensions upon the scrip- 
tures^ as the Scribes and Pharisees did^ when 
they seemed to conclude^ upon searching the 
scriptures^ that Christ could not be the Mes- 
siah. John vii. S2. ^^ Search and look^ (said 
they) for out of Galilee ariseth no prophef 
How then can this Galilean be he ? See by 
the scriptures if this can be the Christ* 

It is said of Christy ^^ He shall not judge 
after the sight of his eyes, nor reprove after 
the hearing of his ears, but with righteous- 
ness shall he judge,^^ &c. Isa, xi. 3, 4. Christ 
judged righteous judgment* How came he to 
judge so ? Why ; he judged in and with the 
Spirit. He kept to the Spirit^s judgment. 
The Spirit of the Lord rested upon him, and 
made him quick of understatiding in the fear 
of the Lord, ver. 9, 3. And no man can judge 
aright concerning the things of God, but la 
and by the same Spirit. How shall 1 know 
whether my duties be right, my prayers right, 
my ways right, my worship right, my faith 
right, my hope of the right kind, my knowl- 
edge and understanding of the scriptures right, 
&c. ? Why there is none but one can deter- 
mine. He who begetteth life, knows whether 
tibiat which, is in thee be from his life j mid 
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utrlietlier that which thon offerest to him^ be 
traly living or no : and when the Lord sepa* 
rates the living from the dead^ what will re- 
main in many that make great professions at 
this day? 

I would have no man mistaken about these 
things ; I know many are deeply mistaken^ as 
their o^tn hearts will one day acknowledge^ 
when the Lord shall make manifest to them^ 
how they have called evil good^ and good 
evil ; and put darkness for lights and fight 
for darkness. Indeed it is just as it was in 
the days of Christ's appearing outwardly in 
a body of flesh. The same life^ the same 
Spirit^ is denied now as was then. Then the 
Jews cried up Christ to come ; but they then 
spiritually saw him not. They saw the flesh, 
(or outward form) but they saw not him who 
dwelt in that flesh. And though the world of 
Christians now acknowledge Christ is come, 
and did appear^ yet neither do they know him 
who did appear, but deny his life, his Spirit, 
his virtue, his power^ which is revealed in 
this day of his love and goodness to the eyes 
of the children of the true wisdom. Oh ! let 
not flesh judge : be silent^ O all fleshy before 
the Lardy and cease judging ^ for he is arisen 
to judge. He is Judge in the midst of his 
people^ and he will judge the heathen also. 

And every one bring this near. Wait to 
feel flesh judged in thee^ and brought down in 
thee, that it may not judge in thee ; but Spirit 
and life may be exalted, and sit upon the 
throne in thy heart : and when life is exalted, 
aad doth begin to judge, Oh ! taJke heed of 



hearkening to the fleshy of letting in tbe judg« 
ment of flesh afterwards^ lest the Spirit be 
grieved and quenched ! For the wisdom of the 
flesh is near^ and will be striving to get in 
and recover its seat again ; and if the watch 
be not singly kept to Grod's Holy Spirit^ some- 
what else will be judging in thee, which will 
judge according to the appearance of things 
to thy mind^ and so thou wilt miss of the true 
and righteous judgment of God's Spirit. 



A QUESTION ANSWERED ABOUT KNOWING GOB^d 

SPIRIT. 

How shaU I know God^s Stpirit ? How ahaU 

I Icnow the motions thereof? How may I know 

whether the faith and hope in my heart be 

from him ? Whether my prayers and desires 

arise thence, 8^c. 

•ins. No man of himself^ or by any way he 
of himself can take^ can know God's Spirit : 
there must first be a capacity given before any 
man can know the Spirit of the Lord ; his 
life^ his power^ must first be felt^ and some- 
what quickened, somewhat formed by him^ 
somewhat begotten^ of him^ which is Spirit^ 
and this can know him. Now man in this 
may know him^ hut out of this can never know 
him. Therefore this is the great skilly and 
diligence^ and wisdom of a Christian, to keep 
to this, to wait for this, to have his eye to- 
ward the pure spring of wisdom, that, when 
it spring<^, he may discern and receive it ; and 
when that which is of a contrary nature 
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springs^ he may discern it under all its deceit* 
ful appearances^ and turn from it. For out of 
the heart are the issues both of life and death. 
There is all manner of deceivableness of un- 
righteousness in the unrighteous nature^ in the 
unrighteous spirit ; and if the watch be not 
diligently kept^ it is easy to be deceived at 
any time : but the true seed^ the holy seed^ 
the living seed^ the elect seed^ the immortal 
seed^ is never deceived. Oh ! blessed are 
they who have their eyes opened and kept 
open in it, to discern the mystery of godliness 
and the mystery of iniquity, that they may be 
{^reserved ^afe in the one^ out of the reach of 
the other i 



SOME QUERIES C0NCEHNIN6 THE SEED OF THB 

KINGDOM, 

In which the kingdom itself is contained, (a3 the na- 
ture and substance of tilings is contained in the 
seed thereof) and out of which it springeth up 
and ariseth in the heart. 

What is that seed which is spoken of^ 
1 John iii. 9* which remaineth in those that are 
born of God, and preserveth out of sin those 
that are led by it and comprehended in it ? Is 
it not the seed of the kingdom ? 

Do not the natural herbs and flowers, the 
natural plants and trees, grow from a natural 
seed ? Do not the spiritual plants, the spirit- 
ual trees, the trees of righteousness, grow 
from the seed of righteousness ? 

Was it not the great doctrine of Christ to 
preach the kingdom ? and how did he preacb 



it ? Did he not preach it as a seed^ as a grain 
of mustard-seed ? and did he not liken this 
spiritual seed to leaven^ to a precious pearly 
to treasure hid in a fields to a piece of silver 
lost^ &c. Oh ! how happy is he who knows 
and enjoys the thing itself which Christ 
preached ! All the prophets prophesied con- 
cerning him ; and when he came^ this was his 
doctrine^ that men should mind this^ look after 
this^ purchase this^ possess this^ feel this 
planted and grow up in them^ and themselves 
ingrafted into and growing up in it. 

Can any man be born of God^ and not born 
of this seed? Can any man be bom of this 
seed, and not be born of God? 

How doth grace and truth come by Jesus 
Christ ? Doth it not grow up from this seed ? 
Can it grow up any other way in any heart ? 

Is not salvation felt and witnessed in every 
heart (of those that are in any measure re- 
deemed) as this seed grows up and overshad- 
ows them ? Was not this the salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time, 1 Pet. i. 10* 
whereof the apostle Peter himself was made 
a partaker ? chap. v. 10, In the law were 
the shadows of good things to come ; but in 
the gospel the substance, the seed itself, is 
revealed. 

Is it not the right beginning in religion to 
begin in the Spirit ? and can any begin in the 
Spirit, but he that begins in and with the seed 
of the kingdom ? 

Is it not the main and chief thing in religion 
to know, and to feel this^ to be joined to^ and 
abide in this seed ? 
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Is not all tfiat flows from this seed trne and 
certain ! Is not the knowledge certain here ? 
the faith here ? the love here? the peace here? 
the joy here ? the righteousness here ? From 
this true root, can there grow or shoot forth 
any thing but that which is true ? Oh ! every 
breathing here is from pure life, and precious 
in the eye of the Father. Is there any cer- 
tainty elsewhere ? Oh ! when the Lord ap- 
pears, will he not disown all the religion and 
worship which is not of this growth ? 

But some may say, How may I know this 
seed, and how may I be joined to it ? 

•Ins. In the quickening life mayest thou 
know it, and no where else. Didst thou ever 
feel that which quickened thy heart towards 
the Lord ? Therein and thereby, at that time^ 
thou mayest feel an eye and heart opened, 
which can truly see and know somewhat of 
God : and, keeping thy eye to the quickening 
power of God, as that stirs, moves and ope- 
rates, in thee and upon thee, thou mayest 
know again and know more. 

Therefore eye the power which quickens, 
and eye the seed which it reveals and raiseth 
in thee, and wait to feel the power subjecting 
thee to the seed, that thou mayest come under 
it, and it may come over thee, and press down 
in thee all that is contrary to its pure nature. 

And as thou comest hither, thou wilt find 
that which death hath no power over ; and, as 
thou abides t there, thou shalt find it to have 
tio power over thee. For, of a truth, in the 
holy covenant of life and peace, death never 
had nor can have power ; but he who abideth 
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In liim who is the covenant^ who is the Shep- 
herd^ who is the love^ who is the wisdom and 
power of God, witnesseth there a sure defence 
and strong tower, where salvation is for a 
wall and bulwark against the enemy. 

There are many sorts of talkers concerning 
the thing, but there are few travellers into it ; 
but he alone who is a true traveller into it, 
and takes up his rest there, certainly knows 
and can truly witness what is to be found 
there. ^Blessed is he that knows and stum- 
bles not at the appearances of the seed and 
power of life in his own heart, but is turned 
from the darkness to the light there, and from 
the power of Satan to the manifestation of 
God's Spirit there. For the end of words 
(even of Christ's own directions in the days 
of his flesh) is to turn men to the holy life and 
power from whence the words came; and 
thither man is to travel, and therein to centery 
waiting on the Lord, in the way of his judg- 
ments and tender mercies, to witness a trans- 
lation from darkness to light, and from the 
kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of the 
dear Son ; which kingdom is at first but as a 
grain of mustard- seed, and must be so known 
and so received. 

And now let every serious heart examine 
concerning himself. Dost thou know the 
kingdom ? Is the seed grown in thee ? doth it 
overspread thee ? Art thou in it as in a king- 
dom ? dost thou feel it overshadowing thee ? 
art thou in unity with it? doth it speak peace 
to thee from the Lord ? Is the M^all of partition 
broken down in thee ? Is there of twain made 
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one new man ? Dost thon fee] that wbich is 
contrary to Christ subdued in thee ][)y his 
power? and his holy nature^ life^ and Spirit^ 
reigning over it ? Canst thou read that scrip- 
ture sensibly and experimentally^ ^^If ye 
through the Spirit mortify liie deeds of the 
body, ye shall live V^ 

Ah ! how miserably do men talk of Christy 
the power of Gbd^ and miss of the effect and 
work of his power in them ! 

Faith is a powerful thing, it gives victory, 
(true faith gives victory) it scatters that which 
stands between, and gives real access to God, 
and lets in his pure, fresh^ living virtue, 
upon the heart. 

Love is a powerful thing, it constrains to 
obedience : and the heart that is circumcised 
to love the Lord God, Oh ! how doth life flow 
from him into it ! 

Oh ! away with empty notions, and come to 
the ministration of the Spirit, where the 
ii knowledge is living, the faith victorious, the 
love pure and undefiled, the worship truly 
spiritual, even flowing from, and comprehend- 
ed in, the life and virtue of the Spirit. Oh ! 
that all that truly breathe after the Lord, might 
be gathered hither, found here, and dwell 
here. Amen* 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Persons that have had some trae touches of 
life^ and trae breathings after the Lord^ yet 
not having their eye fixed rightly upon him^ 
nor discerning from whence those come^ may 
easily lose the true sense of life^ and another 
birth of another nature spring up in them in- 
.ijtead thereof. This was it we generally want- 
ed in the day of our former profession, even 
the discerning of that, and fixing upon that^ 
which begat life in us ; through want thereof^ 
Inany of the most tender-hearted came to a 
loss ; whom the Lord at length shewed mercy 
to^ manifesting to them the light of their eyes, 
and the stay of their souls. Now to all that 
have been gathered hither by the Lord^ life 
hath been renewed, and their former experi- 
ences (of the Lord and his goodness to them in 
the Lord Jesus Christ) restored again with 
iidvantage. And here they sensibly see, and 
daily experience, that nothing is of their own 
works, but all of grace and mercy in and 
through Christ, in whom they are created unto 
good works, which God before ordained that 
we should walk in them. And here the glory 
is revealed: the glory of life, the glory of 
peace with the Lord, the glory of righteous- 
ness in and through his Son, the glory of 
victory over the soul's enemies, and of leading 
captivity captive, and treading upon the necks 
of kings, even of mighty lusts, which mightily 
prevailed over and oppressed the soul, before 
the Captain of our salvation appeared in the 
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power and authority of his own Spirit. But 
blessed be the Lord^ there is not only this 
glory revealed, but there is a defence over the 
glory ; for there is that revealed which is able 
to defend it, and doth defend it, in the hearts 
of many, and in the living assemblies which 
have been gathered by God's holy power } 
which holy power (which gathered) daily 
quickens and overshadows, and is a rock, 
unto, and will be so for ever, even to all that 
abide with him in his holy covenant ; but out 
of the limits of that into which God gathers, 
and wherein and whereby he preserves, there 
is no defence to any« The cursed thing, the 
unclean thine, the earthly spirit, the earthly 
mind and wisdom, the Lord hath excluded, 
and it is to be excluded out of his camp for 
evermore, that the inward Israel may be kept 
holy to the Lord, and may serve and worship 
the Lord in the beauty of the inward holiness, 
as the outward Israel was outwardly, to be, 
and to do, in that outward ministration of the 
•hadows of the gospel state* 
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COHCBRNIKG GBRI8T ; 

Coming to tiie Father by him; receiving him; walk*- 
ing in him ; not in the oldness of the Letter^ but 
in the newness of the Spirit. 

ASIO CONCERNING READING THE SCRIPTUBBS 

ARIGHT* 

«< I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life : no man 
Cometh unto the Father but by me." John xiv. 6, 

Man^ in the corrupt^ degmierate estftte^ i» 
fallen from God, and hatk loat his image (tl^ 
boly^ heavenly image of the Father of S^pir«^ 
its ;^ 19 driven out from bis preaence^ dweUa 
in the land of darkness and cAifasi^o^ under 
the government of the prince of the power of 
the air, who rales in, and hath power over^ 
all the children of disobedience. 

Now this should be man's work } even to 
return to the Father ; to come back out of the 
prodigal lost state, to the Father's house; 
where there is sufficiency and fulness of true 
bread and water of life to satisfy every hungry 
and thirsty souL 

The way whereby a man must come, the 
truth wherein he must be renewed, the life 
wherein a man must be quickened, is Christ, 
the Son of the living God ; and he must know 
liim as the Son of the living God, and feel 
him revealed in him, and received by him, 
and so walk in him the way, in him the truth, 
in him the life, if ever he come to the Father. 
He must not rest in the description of things ; 
but feel and know, receive and walk in the 
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things which by the Spirit of the Lord hath 
been often formerly, and is still, described, 
in what words, and by what means, the Spirit 
pleaseth. But to receive all the descriptions 
of him that were formerly given forth, or all 
the descriptions that are now given forth* 
that will not do ; but the soul that will live 
by him, must receive him, and feel the ingraft- 
ing into him the holy root, the living word of 
God's eternr.l power, and must feel this word 
ingrafted into his heart, so that there be a real 
becoming one in nature and spirit with him« 
And then he is truly in the vine, in the olive- 
tree, and partakes of the virtue and sap there- 
of ; he abiding therein, and walking in the 
spirit, life, and power thereof. 

Now here a man walks not, nor cannot wialk^ 
in the oldness of the letter ; but in the newness 
of the Spirit only. Paul, notwithstanding all 
his knowledge of the scriptures, . walked but 
in the oldness of the letter, before Christ wag 
revealed in him. And those in the apostles^ 
days, who had got the form of godliness, but 
turned from and denied the power, they walk- 
ed but in the oldness of the letter. Yea, the 
church of Sardis (for the most part) and the 
church of Laodicea^ who had received the 
right order and ordinances, and the true de- 
scriptions of things, and thought they were 
full and rich, and wanted nothing, they walk- 
ed but according to the oldness of the letter, 
and not in the newness and power of the Spirit 
pf life. But, alas! how far are many (who 
pretend to Christ in this day) from this state^ 
V;]|o never came so far as to walk in the old- 

o2 
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nes9 of the letter^ from a tnie understanding 
thereof; but have only learned and continued 
to walk in the oldness of their own apprehen- 
sions and conceivings upon the letter. 

Can these, in this state, possibly understand 
truth, or know the inward, spiritual, precious 
appearances thereof, either in their own hearts, 
or others ? Surely no. Why so ? Why this 
is the reason: because they measure the ap- 
pearances of truth (either in themselves or 
others) by their own old apprehensions and 
conceivings upon scriptures concerning truth ; 
which are not the proper measure of it Now 
all such are yet in darkness, let them pretend 
what they will, and grow ever so high in 
knowledge, exercises, and experiences after 
this fanner; and so the best, most zealous, 
and most knowing of them in this state, are 
but blind leaders of the blind, and (thus going 
on) shall most certainly fall into the ditch ef 
perdition. Oh ! that men could feel that 
which makes rightly sensible, and might lay 
it to heart ! For no man can confess Christ 
(how then can he receive him, and walk in 
him?) but by the Holy Spirit. 

And he that knoweth not the Spirit rightly, 
knoweth not Christ rightly ; and he that doth 
not know him rightly, doth not confess him 
rightly ; and none can know him rightly, but 
by the revelation of the Father inwardly* 
The mystery must be opened within, or there 
is no true knowing. The mystery of deceit 
is discovered within, and the mystery of life 
is discovered within also. And though the 
heart of man (in the unregenerate state) is 
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deceitfel absve all things^ and desperately 
wicked^ aad no man of himself can search or 
know it ; yet this is not the estate of the true 
Israelites whom God hath cleansed, and 
taught to deny themselves daily; but they 
have boldness before that God who hath 
searched them^ and removed from them the 
iniquities which he fonnd therein. Yea^ who- 
ever witnesseth Christ revealed within^ shall 
find him revealed within for this very end^ to 
destroy the works of the devil there ; and he 
is a powerful Saviour of the soul from sin, and 
a powerful destroyer of the works of the devil 
wij^in. 

Now concerning reading the scriptures^ 
mind this : It is said of the Jews, that when 
they read Moses (or in reading the Old Tes<> 
fament) the veil was upon their heart ; which 
veil is done away in Christ. 2 Cor. iii. 14, 10. 
Oh! cmisider seriously, is the veil done away 
from thee ? Dost thou read the scriptures with 
the unveiled eye ? Dost thou read in^ the an- 
ointings in Christ^s Spirit, in the pure heaven- 
ly wisdom of the divine birth ? It was prom- 
ised of old, that God would take away the 
face of the covering cast over all people^ and 
the veil spread over all nations. Dost thou 
witness the promise fulfilled to thee? Dost 
thoii know the difference between reading the 
scriptures with the veil on thee^ and with the 
veil off? Are the scriptures opened and un- 
locked to thee by the key of David, so thai 
thott readest and under standeat them in the 
light and demonstration of God's Holy Spirit ; 
^ is thy own und^«tanding and will at wortb 



of itself, in fi^arching into the scri^res ? If 
the wrong birth, the wrong wisdom, the wrong 
understanding, be at work, it can gather but 
that which will feed and strengthen itself; 
and if thou beest not in Christ, and dost not 
read in Christ, the veil is not taken away 
from thee (for the veil is only done away in 
him ;) but thou readest and walkest in the 
oldness of thy apprehensions upon the lett^, 
and not in the newness of the Spirit ; and so 
knowest neither the scriptures, nor the power 
of God, whatever thou professest to men, or 
dreamest concerning thyself. For it is no 
other indeed ; thy knowledge, thy apprehen<« 
sions, tby faith, thy hope, thy peace, thy joy 
(being out of the compass of the pure living 
truth, in which the substance, the virtue, the 
kernel of all is comprised and. comprehended 
for ever) are but as so many dreams. 

[Now for the objection, that if men should 
be left to their own spirit^, and should follow 
the guidance of their own spirits, it would 
produce confusion and uncertainty : I do ac- 
knowledge it ; it would do so. But here is 
no leaving of a man to his own spirit spoken 
of or intended, but the directing and guiding 
of a man to the Word and Spirit of life; to 
know and hear the voice of Christ, which 
gathers and translates man out of his own 
spirit into his Spirit: and here is no iM>n- 
fusion or uncertainty; but order, certainty, 
and stability. 

The light of God's Spirit is a certain and 
infallible rule, and the eye that sees that, is- a 
pertain eye j whereas man's understanding of 
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ike scriptares U nncertam and fallible ; he 
haTing not the tnie ear^ receiveth such a lite* 
ral uncertain knowledge of things into his nn* 
eeirtain understandings as deceives his souL 
And here man^ in the midst of his wisdom 
and knowledge of the scriptures^ is lost in his 
own erring and uncertain mind^ and his soul 
deceived^ for want of a true rocit and founda- 
tion of certainty in himself. But he that is 
come to the true Shepherd^ and knows hi« 
Toioes he cannot be deceived. Tea^ he can 
reaa the scriptares safely ^ and taste the true 
sweetness of the wordis that came from the 
life ; but man who i« out of the life^ feeds on 
the hnsks^ and can receive no more.} 

Ohl that men that are any whit tender^ and 
have any sincere desires in them towards the 
Lords could read that one scrijiture (Ps. xliii. 
3s 4.) s^sibly and experimentally: <^0h! 
send out thy light and thy truth ! let them lead 
me ; let them bring me unto thy holy hills and 
to tby tabemticles.^^ (What did not David 
know how to go to the hill and tabernacles of 
Gods without a particular sending forth of 
light and truth from God to lead him thither ?) 
Then may men go to the altar of Gods unto 
God their exceeding joys and witness his hill 
and house their dwelling'^places when Gods 
by his light and ttnih^ sent forth from himr 
into thems leads them thither. 

The scriptures are wcnrdss whose chief ends 
drifts and service iss to bring men to the Word 
from which the scriptures came. And when 
men are theres then they are in the life of the 
scriptuTQs^ and witness the fulfilling of the 
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scriptures^ even the execaiing^ the rig^teousi 
judgments of Qod upon that spirit, mind^ and 
nature in them^ which is contrary to his image ; 
and the fulfilling of the promises and su|^ 
mercies^ which IiK^long to Christ the seed^ md 
to them who are gathered into^ and abide in^ 
Christ the seed. Here is the covenant^ the 
new covenant That which is said^ int Uiose 
things which are said^ concerning the cove- 
nant in the scriptures^ are but descriptions of 
the new covenant ; but Christ within^ the 
hope of glory^ the Spirit within^ the fear with* 
in^ the power of life within> breaking down 
and reigning over the power of sin and dei^k 
(so that the Lord is served in. the dominion 
and power of his own life^ in the righteous- 
ness and holiness before him, out of the fear 
of sin and death, all the days of our lives ; /so 
that captivity can lead captive, nw break the 
souPs peace no more ; nay, not so much as 
make afraid those that keep their habitation 
on God's holy mountain ;) . here is the cove- 
nant indeed, the strength and virtue whereof 
is witnessed in the soul, as the soul feels the 
power of life revealed in it, and is made sub- 
ject by the power of Christ, who reigns in 
righteousness, love, mercy, and peace, in the 
hearts of those whom he redeems out of the 
earthly nature and spirit, up to tl^ mind and 
Spirit of his Fajther. And here the psalms^ 
hymns, and spiritual songs, the pure songs 
(the song of Moses, the song of the Lamb) 
are sung to the Father of spirits^ to the Be- 
deemer of Israel ; which never were sung nor 
oan be sung, in any part of Babylon* 
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A IBW WORDS [fURTHBR] COKCSSKIVG TBS TSVB 
CM&I8T ; HOW IT MAT BB CBRTAIHXT AHD IX« 
7AIXIBI.T KKOWN WHICH 18 HE, 

This qaegtion relates not to his outward 
appearance^ in the days of his flesh ; hat to 
his inward and spiritual appearance^ how it 
niay be known. To which the answer on my 
heart is, Even after the same way, and by the 
same means is he to be known in his inward 
appearance, as he was known in his outward ; 
which was by the revealing of the Father* 
For ^^ none knows the Son but by the Father, 
and he to whom the Father reveals him.'' 
And when Bimon Peter confessed him to be 
Christ, the Son of the living Gt>d, ^^ Blessed 
(said he) art thou, Simon Bar-Jona ; for flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven/' Mat. xvi. 
16, 17. 

And if none could know Ohrist in his ap« 
pearance in the flesh, notwithstanding so many 
inanifest and express prophecies concerning 
him, but such only to whom the Father reveal^ 
^d him ; how shall any know his inward and 
spiritual appearance, unless they be taught of 
the Father, and hear and learn of him so to do? 

Bat more particularly to shew how the Fa^ 
ther revealed his Son, and how they came to 
Itnow in that day that he was the Son of the 
living Gt>d, the Holy One, the anointed Sav- 
iour ; and that the same way, and by the same 
iiteans, people that will truly know him, must 
^me to the knowledge of him now ; 
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First^ They came to know bim ly the man* 
ifestation of the life that was in him^ by the 
fulness of the grace and truth which dwelt in 
him^ and put itself forth^ so as to be discerned 
by the inward and spiritual eye in them. 
^^ For the life was manifested/^ 1 Jobs i. S. 
The life which was in him was numifested to 
the spiritual eye which was in th^m ; and thus 
they came to know him. 

Secondly^ By his v<Hce and knocks. Thus 
said he concerning his sheep in those days^ 
<^ that they knew his yoiee/^ John x. 4, Oh i 
he hath such a voice, as none hath but he ! 
He speaks in his Father's authority (not as 
the scribes, not as earthly- wise, leamed men ;) 
he speaks in the evidence and demonstration 
of God's Spirit. The words which he speaks 
are Spirit and life ; they that hear his voice 
live ; and when he stands at the door and 
knocks, he pierceth deep. 

Oh ! the beatings of his hand upon the ten- 
der and sensible hearts and ccmsciences ! Oh ! 
his secret reproofs^ his secret instructions, his 
secret quickenings and enlightenings ! How 
did they, and how do they, eternally make 
him manifest in the hearts and consciences 
of his ! 

Thirdly, By his baptism, or by his baptiz* 
ing into his own Spirit and power. While 
people were in expectation, and mused in their 
hearts of John, whether he were the Christ w 
not, John answers the case, and tells them 
how they might discern and know the true 
Christ. It is not I, who baptize with water ; 
but he that baptizeth '' with the Holy Ghost| 
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and wifli fire ; whose fan is in his hand/^ &c. 
Luke iii. 15^ 16^ 17- Was not this then, and 
is not this now, the way to know the true 
Christ ? He that knowcth him who inwardly 
and spiritually baptizeth^ him who hath the 
fen, who inwardly fanneth and purgeth the 
floor, gathering in the wheat, and burning up 
the chaff, doth not he inwardly, truly, and 
spiritually know Christ ? He that knoweth the 
word, which is quick and powerful, and sharp- 
er than any two-edged sword, piercing, even 
to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and 
of the joints and marrow^ and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart ; doth 
not he know ^^ the word which was in the be- 
ginning, which was with God,'^ yea, ^^ which 
was God ?^' For he is the only searcher of the 
heart, and trier of the reins. 

Fourthly, By his mighty works. '^The 
works which the Father hath given me to 
finish, the same works that I do, bear witness 
of me, that the Father hath sent me.'' John 
T. 36. And when John sent two of his disci- 
ples to Jesus with this question : ^^ Art thou 
he that should come, or look we for another ?'^ 
Christ bids them go and tell John what things 
they had seen and heard ; ^^ how that the 
blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleans- 
ed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the 
poor the gospel is preached ; and blessed is 
he whosoever shall not be offended in me.'' 
Luke vii* SS, S8. ^^ Why herein is a marvel^ 
lous thing," (said the blind man) ^^ that ye 
know not from whence he is, and yet he hath 



opened my eyes*'' Jobn ix. 10. He who hftth 
the power^ and putteth forth the pow^ in* 
wardly; iivho openeth the inward eye^ the 
inward ear^ looseth the inward tongae^ causeth 
the inward feet to walk in the way of life^ and 
the inward hands to work the works of Gt^$ 
he is the Messiah^ the Saviour^ the Word of 
life^ the Son of the living God. They that 
believe in him^ in his Spirit^ in his power, in 
his inward appearance, have the witness in 
themselves, the living testimony, which none, 
can put out, or take away from them. He hath, 
opened mine eyes, he hath opened my heart, 
he hath raised me out of the grave, he haih 
given me eternal life. He hath changed me 
inwardly, created me inwardly, by the work- 
ing of his mighty power ; anid I daily live^ 
and am preserved, and grow by the same pow*^ 
er. I feel his life, his virtue, his power, 
his presence day by day. He is with me, he 
lives in me ; and I live not of myself, but by 
feeling him to live in me, finding life spring 
up from him into me, and thrmigh me ; udd 
therein lies all my ability and strength for 
evermore. 
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OF tm tmCEETOhD AFPEAEAirCE OW CHRIST ; TO 
WIT5 UNDER THE LAW9 IN A BOOT OF FI<£SH^ AND 
IN HIS SPIRIT AND POWER. 

First, Under the law. Various were the 
appearances of Christ ; sometimes as an an- 
gel, in the likeness of a man ; so to Abraham, 
and so to Jacob, when Jacob wrestled with 
htm^ and prevailed, and had overcome; so 
to Joshua^ or the captain of the Lord's host, 
at his besieging Jericho ; so to Moses in the 
bush, he appeared as an angel, Acts vii. 39. 
to likewise in visions. Those glorions ap* 
pearanoes of God to the prophets in visions, 
were the appearances of Christ; as particu- 
larly, that gloricms appearance of God sit- 
im; upon a throne, and his train filling the 
temple, and the Seraphims ciying, ^^ Holy ! 
holy! holy is the Lord of hosts ; his glory is 
the fulness ofthe whole earth P Isa. vi. This 
was an appearance of Christ to Isaiah, as is 
manifest^ John xii. 41. where the Evangelist 
{relating to that place) nseth this expression : 
^^ These things, (said Isaiah) when he saw 
his glory, and spake of him.'' So he was 
the angel of Gk>d's presence, which went be- 
fore the Jews^ in all their jonrneyings and 
travels out of Egypt^ through the sea^ and in. 
the wilderness^ and in the time of the Judges ; 
and wrought all their deliverances for them, 
as is signified, Isa. Ixiii. 9. ^^ In all their 
afflictions he was afflicted, and the angel df 
his presence saved them/' &c. So with i^e 
three children, he appeared in the midst of 
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tbe fiery furnace ^^ in a form like the Son of 
God/' as Nebuchadnezzar judged^ Dan. iitSS. 

Now indeed the whole law was a shadow 
of him^ who was to come to be tbe substance 
of it^ and to perform that inwardly in th& 
hearts of his^ which the law figured fortb^ and 
represented outwardly. Thus Moses and all 
the prophets were forerunners of him, the 
great prophet of tbe spiritual Israel of Grod. 
All the priests^ especially the high*priestS; 
were types and forerunners of him^ aad to end 
in him^ who is the high-priest over the boose- 
hold of God for ever. The judges and sav- 
iours were types of him^ tbe great Saviour asd 
Redeemer : for they saved not by their own 
strength^ but by his Spirit and power commg 
upon them ; so that the yoke (which was made 
and brought upon them by their r^)elliott 
against the Lord^ and disobedience to bis law) 
was still broken^ because of the anointing. 

David^ Solomon^ and the good kin^^ were 
types of him. David^ of his conquest over 
bis spiritual enemies ; Solomon^ of his ruling 
his Israel in peace^ after be had conqu^ed 
their, enemies. 

Circumcision was a type of his circumcising 
the hearty that his children (his holy seed) 
might love the Lwd their God with aU tbeii 
hearty and live. 

The passover, and blood of the lamb^ was 
a type of his bloody and sprinkled upw tbe 
conscience, which preserveth against the 
stroke and power of the destroyer; and so 
God passeth over all such, when he vkito foi 
sin and transgression* 



17* . 

T&B outward sabbath was a type of the 
pure rest^ which Ohrist gives to those thai 
believe in his name: for indeed they that 
Iraly believe in him do enter into rest^ and 
cease from their own labour and workings of 
ihemselves^ and witness ^od's working in 
them, ^^ both to will and to do of his good 
pleasnre.^' 

The ontward law, in the letter, written in 
tables of stone, was a shadow of the inward^ 
living, pure, powerful, spiritual law of love 
and life, which God writes in the hearts of 
his children, which constrains them to obedi- 
ence> and enables them to do all that Ood re* 
quires of them with ease and delight For 
truly the yoke of his law is easy, and the 
burden of his commandments is light ; so that 
they are not at all grievous to them that are 
under^ and in subjection to, his Spirit. 

When the mind is gathered, and brought 
from utider the spirit and power of darkness 
into bis Spirit and pow^ oh ! how easy is it 
to believe, to love, to ob^y, &c,? Indeed there 
is nothing but love, and faith, and obedience^ 
and life, and righteousness, and holiness, and 
pare power, and pmce, and joy here. ** For 
the old things are passed away, and all tibitigr 
toe become new in Christ,'^ to them that are 
in the new creation in him. 

Bo Ganaan, the Holy Land, represented 
the land of life, or country of life, into which 
God gatk^rs, and in which he feeds and pre* 
serves all the living, whom he gathers out of 
the territories of death and darkness. And 
tbeplenty and fulness of the land oi Canaaot 
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and the sweet rivers therein^ signified the 
abundance of rich things^ and the rivers of 
God^s pleasure^ whereof his redeemed-<me8 
drink^ as they come to live^ and dwell^ and 
walk, and sup in and with him. 

Jerusalem, the holy city, was a figare of 
the new Jerusalem, the spiritual Jerusalem, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, which is the mother 
of all them that are born of the Spirit ; and 
the hill whereon Jerusalem was built, signi- 
fied God's holy mountain, whereon this his 
city is built ; and the inhabitants of the out- 
ward Jerusalem signified the inhabiters of the 
new and inward Jerusalem ; and the temple 
signified Christ's .body, and the bodies of the 
saints, which are temples, which the Holy 
One dwells in the midst of. And that altai: 
in the outward temple signified the altar in 
this inward temple, which all the true, inward, 
spiritual Jews have right to partake of, and 
none else. The fire in the outward temple, 
and the candlesticks, and the lights which 
were never to go out, signified the holy fire 
in the spiritual temple, whith comes from 
heaven, wherewith all the spiritual sacrifices 
are to be offered up ; and the eandlestick is 
to hold the light (and the priests to keep tiie 
lamps burning) or God will remove it out of 
its place. So the holy garments of the priests 
signified the robes of righteousness, innocen- 
ey, and purity, wherewith the people of €k>d 
under the gospel (who are a royal priesthood 
to him) are to be clothed. 

And the ark signified that which h(Mt9 the 
law of the new covenant ; and the pot <^maay 
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Ha, with which kmd of food God fed and 
nourished the soul in the wilderness, before 
he brought it into the Holy Land, must be for 
an everlasting memorial in the land of the 
living.. For indeed Christ appeared to, and 
was with that people in the wilderness, in a 
cloud by day, and in a pillar of fire by night ; 
which signified the leadings of God's Spirit in 
the day of the gospel. Isa. i v. 5. And he was 
the rock that followed them ; and he was the 
manna of which they did eat, and the water 
of which they did drink ; for they did eat and 
drink of the heavenly things in a figure, 4ind 
(as their spirits were at any time opened) had 
a taste and sense of the true food, in and 
through the figure ; yea, doubtless, at some 
times, they had all some sense, and did all 
eat of the same spiritual meat as we now eat 
of, ^^ and did all drink of the same spiritual 
dnnk'' as we now drink of, 1 Cor. x. 8, 4. for 
they were not only all under the cloud, and 
did not only all pass through the sea, but 
they were also all baptized in the cloud and 
in the sea, having a sense of the pure power 
of the Lord, and of his outstretched arm made 
bare for them ; in which sense they sang hia 
praise, tibough they soon afterwards forgot hie 
works. Psal. cvi. It, IS. So likewise therc^ 
was Ajaron's rod, that budded, laid up in the 
ark ; which is the evidence of true priesthood 
and ministry for ever i and that which is so^ 
f}» not to be spurned against, but still to be 
acknowledged and honoured, as of Gi>d. 

In it also were the tables of the law, in the 
Mpresontative ark ; in the true ark are the 
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tebks of ilie law of Ute, wUck &oi writes hf 
the finger of his Bpiri^ and appoints to be 
kept in the spiritual ark for ever. 

Above the ark was the mercy-seat^ witii 
two cherabims of glory^ one at each end of it^ 
spreading their wings on high over the meicy- 
seat, between whom God dwelt ot sat^ where 
Gt>d met with amd commnned with Moses; 
Itnd the priests nnder the law^ when thej 
came to worship him^ and^ enquire of him ; 
which ilgared out the true mercy-seat under 
the gospel, where the true priests (the true 
circumcision of the spiritual Israel of God) 
have access with boldness to the throne of 
grace, that (through the high-priest of their 

Srofession) they may obtain mercy and grace^ 
> help in time of need. 
So under the law, all the sacrifices ^the ^a* 
ofTering, the peace-oflbring, the thank^-c^er* 
ing, the heave-offering, the wave-ofiering, the 
whole bumt-f^ering^ the meat*c^eri^g, the 
drink-offering, &c.) signified Christ, the m^ 
offiiiring, who comprehends them all ; and the 
holy^ spiritual, hmvenly offerings, wkidi the 
spiritual people (the priests of the gospel) are 
daily to offer up to God: and the sweet 
ipices, frankincense, and odours, signified the 
iweet seasonings of the gospel saicrifices witk 

Sace, with salt, with the Spirit^ with the 
!sh breathings of life, with innocency, wiA 
meekness, with tenderness^ with zeal, with 
faith, with love, &c» which yields a most 
pleasant scent in the nostrils of the Lord. 

Now in the bullock and goat for. the sin* 
offering^ the blood was to be bnosht ihIo tht 
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koly place^ to make atoaement ; and the fat 
aad inwards burat <m the altar ; and the fleshy 
skin^ and dung^ carried forth and burnt with* 
out the camp. What means this ? Oh ! hoW 
precious is it to read the igures of the heav<- 
enly things with true understanding ! but to 
read through the figures (with ihe eye of life, 
with the eye of the Spirit) into the invisible 
substajice^ this is sweety precious^ and heav« 
enly indeed ! 

Be.condly^ Concerning Chrufs appearance 
in a body of fiesh. When the time of these 
shadows drew towards an end^ and the full- 
ness of time was come^ he who thus appeared 
in several types and shadows among thai 
people of the Jews under the law^ he now 
came down from the Father^ debased himself^ 
and clothed himself like a man> partaking of 
fiesh and blood ; and was in all things made 
like mnto us (excepting sin ; for he was the 
Lamb without sp^) humbling himself to coma 
under the law^ and under the curse^ that he 
ftight redeem those thai; are under the law 
(a^ under the curse) by fulfilling the righte-* 
OQsness thereof^ and bringing them throu^ 
into the righteousness everlasting. 

Now while he was in the body^ his glory 
did shine to the eye of the children of the true 
wkdom : bis disciples (to whom not flesh and 
bloody nor the wisdom and knowledge which 
they could get from the letter^ but his Father 
revealed hm) they saw the hidden glory ; 
they saw through the veil of his fleshy and 
bel»Bld him as the only begotten of the Father^ 
&11 of grace and trutt. 
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which his Fatiier garefaitti tadu j heMillled 
all righteousness (the righteousness of the 
letter^ the righteoniness of the S|iirit) that he 
might toine Acs throng the righteousness of 
the law or fetter^ into tlie righteootdness of the 
Spirit and power^ into the righteousness ot 
the new life ; and here that scripture is read 
and fulfilled, ^^ / through the km am dead t9 
the laWf that I might live to GddJ^ So his 
whole life was a doing the will of the Father^ 
which sent him. 

When he was but twelve years old, he dis« 

imted wii^ the doctors and teachers of Utit 
aw, hMi4iig fHid asking theim qfle^iotts (dki* 
e(iv«rii^ Ihe ptfre wisdtttn 'of ihe Father wMeh 
dwelt in him) because it Was his Fathifr^i 
business which he was to hb abctot, as h% tsM 
his mother, Luke li. 49. A^A when 'th« L^l 
led him into the wilderness to be M^A^ he 
went and was tempted, "Aat be might H^ 
tte battle agfdust Ms greaSt adversary. Atid 
When the l^pirit Of the Lord vm» vipm Mm, 
moving him to preach the gosp^ he pieai^h^ 
ihe gospel in the Spirk and power af 4li% 
Father, and went about doing good, and heal* 
tng all that we^ oppressed of the d^fvil, as 
his Father's Spirit led and gnMed hka : for 
he did nothing of himself or in his own will^ 
tr for himself $ but all in the will and tbie 
of the Father. 

^^ J^me hour is not yet come^^^ said he to his 
mother, when she wlk,s hasty to have Mm do 
that miracle of turning water into wine. John 
ii. 4. And so when his brrthren ui^ed him H 
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(said he) is not yet eome ; your tiBie is always 
ready ,^^ ver. 5. 

TbMH be did always please, his Father^ and 
seek the honow of faivi that sent him : and 
wap obedient unto death, even- the deatb of the 
cross, being willing to drink of the cnp which 
bis Father gave him to d? ink $ and so having 
finished his work, be returned from whence 
he came, and sat down at the right hand of 
the majesty on high, beii^ exalted above all 
principalities, and pow ers, and dominions^ 
both ia tbis wwld, and in that whicb is to 
eome. 

Thirdly, Now the tl»rd appearance of 
Christy which th^se tw^ outward appearances 
made way for, was his appearance iist Spiritf 
ev^ bis pure, inwarij heavenly appearance 
in the bearts. of his children. This he bids 
his disGiple^ wait for ; telling them, ^^ that he 
would 0ot leave them comfortless, but would 
eome agfdn to them*'' They had had the ap* 
peawnee of the bridegroom in the flesh, and 
he was to go away. It could not be helped ; it 
was necessary for them that he should go 
^wf^y ; but (saith he) ^^ I will come again.'' 
The same power and presence that is now 
with you in a body of flesh, shall visit you in 
Spirit, and so abide with you for ever. For 
he that is nqw witb you shall be in you ; till 
that time ye shall have sorrow, and be like a 
travailing woman ; but the world, in the mean ^ 
time, shall rejoice ; ^^ but I will see you again^' 
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy na 
man t^es from you.'' And wa(» it not so ? 
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Did not Gbrisf send tbe Spirit^ the Gomforte?? 
Did he not come in the Spirit and power of^ 
the Most High, to be with them always to the 
end of the world 9 Did he not bid them ^^ stay 
and wait at Jerusalem'^ for that appearance 
of him in his Spirit, and not go about hit 
work and message till he came in the power 
and authority of his Father to go along with 
them ? And did not their hearts rejoice when 
he came with joy unspeakable, and full of 
glory ? Had they not then the joy and peace 
which passed all tbe understanding of man ; 
which joy and peace none could take from 
them f which joy they were not promised that 
fhey should receive till he came and saw them 
again ? Tea, truly ; in the kingdom, Spirit, 
and power of our Lord Jesus Christ there ie 
a seeing eye to eye. Tea, it was so^ in some 
measure, with some precious ones in the days 
of old^ which that promise, Psal. xxxii. 8. 
^^ I will guide thee with mine eye/^ intimates ; 
for the eye of the soul must be upon God^s 
eye, and observe the motion thereof, if it be 
guided thereby. 

And truly this administration of the Spirit 
and power of the gospel is exceedingly glo- 
rious, and they that come into it, come into 
the glory and heavenly dominion and author- 
ity of the Lord Jesus Christ (and so are made 
kings by him, and wear crowns in his pres- 
ence, though they still cast them at his feet) 
and are changed from glory to glory ; and be- 
hold, as in a mirror, the glory of the Lord^ 
which none can do but with the eye which is 
in some measure changed and gloriied. 
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S01ff% (^tTKRIES COirCEHNtKG THE STATE OV THE 
CHrUCH AS IT WAS IIT THE APOSTLES* DATS» 
AKD WAS TO BE AFTEBWAEDS. 

1. Was not the cburch exceeding beantiful^ 
and in heavenly glory^ in the days of the 
apostles ? Did she only travail after life and 
glory ? Did she not also bring forth ? Did she 
not witness the kingdom come^ the power 
come, the eternal life come ? And did she not 
partaJce thereof, and dwell therein ? Was she 
not a woman clothed with the sun, and the 
moon under her feet, and crowned with a 
crown of twelve stars P Yea, did she not bring 
forth the man-child, which was to rule all 
nations with a rod of iron ? Who can read 
this state, who is not in some measure a par- 
taker of the same glory P 

2. Was not this heaven afterwards wrapped 
up, rolled up; and did not this glory pass 
away? Did not the great red dragon fight 
with the woman? And did she not fly into 
the wilderness, and was not the man-child 
cauglit up to God ? And did not the remnant 
c^ her seed (who had the testimony of Jesus, 
and who kept his commandments) testify and 
prophesy in sackcloth? Head the xith and 
xiith chapters of the Revelations. 

3. Upon the flight of the true church into 
the wilderness (when she was thus gone out 
of sight) did not the false church start up $ . 
which made a glorious and taking appearance 
in the world, to the eye of man's wisdom ? 
Bid not she sit upon a scarlet-coloured beast 
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(wise and strong) having seven heads^ and 
ten horns ? Was she not arrayed in purple 
and scarlet colour^ and decked with gold and 
precious stones^ and pearls^ having a golden 
cup in her hand^ making the kiugs^ nations, 
and inhabitants of the earth drunk with the 
\vine of her fornication? What do those 
things mean ? What did the wisdom of God 
thus describe her for? 

4. What did the true church carry into the 
wildeniess with her, and what did she leave 
behind her? Did not the temple, the altar, 
and the true worshippers go along with her? 
Did not the Gentiles, such as were not true 
Jews, such as could not come into the temple 
(but only into the outward court, and worship 
there) did not these stay behind ? And had 
not these Gentiles henceforth (from the trae 
church's flight into the wilderness) the out- 
ward court given to them, that they might 
make use of it (and worship in it) as much as 
they would ? The virtue, the life, the power, 
the Spirit being taken away, and removed 
with the true church, which fled into the wild- 
erness, what did God regard the outward? 
^^ Leave it out of my measure, saith the I/ord, 
and give it to the Gentiles.'^ Rev. xi. 3. 

5. What is the cup, the golden cup, which 
this false church hath in her hand, wherein 
are sorceries and witchcrafts, wherewith she 
bewitcheth people and maketh them drunk? 
Is it not a glorious appearance of things with- 
out the true life and power? Doctrines con- 
cerning God, doctrines concerning Christ, 
doctrines concerning worship, doctrines con- 

>cerning sanctity, &c. Yea, but the Spirit^ the 
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Mfe, tbe power^ that was in the apostles' day s, i» 
wanting. What remains of these is to be found 
with tbe true church in the wilderness (tbe 
blood of whose seed she drinks) not with her,. 

6. What will become of tbis great woman 
in the end; this rich^ this glorious cburcb ? 
Shall she continue for ever? Sball she sit a» 
a queen for ever^ and never sec sorrow ? Shall 
the true church never come out of the wilder- 
ness, to be restored to her beauty and glory 
again ? Nay, nay ; in one day shall her 
plagues come ; death, and mourning, and fa- 
mine. It is true, she is wise and strong (and 
the beast also, on which she sits and rides, 
who is able to make war with ? saith man's 
wisdom ;) but wiser and stronger is the Lord 
God Almighty, who judgeth her, and who is 
taking and will take to him his great power,, 
wherewith he will thunder against her, until 
lie hath brought her down, and her flesh be 
utterly burnt with fire. 

7. What shall become of those who drink 
of her cup, and who believe and worship as 
she teacheth ? Shall they not all drink of the 
wine of the cup of the wrath of God Almighty, 
poured out without mixture? Shall they not 
partake of her dreadful plagues, in the hour 
of her judgment? Read Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11. 
and chap, xviii. . For these things are to come' 
to pass as certainly as they were foretold ; 
and when they do come to pass, blessed shall 
the saints be who have suffered with patience, 
keeping the commandments and the faith of 
Jesus; and woe will be to them who have 
persecuted them, and drunk their blood. — 
Head the xiiith, xivth, xviith, and xixth chap- 



ton of the Rerelations, winch signify of^ and 
testify to^ these things. 

Now whereas many say, that the book of 
the Revelations is such a mystical book, that 
it is not to be undwstood ; to what end then 
was it written ? It was the revelation of Jesus 
Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew 
unto his servants things which must shortly 
come to pass, chap. i. 1, and would Christ 
give them forth in such words as could not 
be understood? Again it is said, ver. 6, 
Blessed is be that readeth, and they that hear 
the words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written therein ; for the time 
is at hand. How can any be blessed in read' 
ing, or how can any keep what is written 
therein, without understanding the things 
contained in it ? How can any follow the' true 
ehurch into the wilderness, or avoid being 
taken with the golden cup of fornications of 
the false church, or refuse the mark of the 
beast (that he take it neither on his fcHnebead 
nor hand, nor have the name of the beast upm 
him, nor so much as the number of his name) 
unless he truly and rightly understand these 
warnings and descriptions of the Holy Spirit 
of God, given fwth in the book, to preserve 
in the way of truth, in the way of life (though 
through great sufferings and tribulations) out 
ef the way of spiritual whoredom and death ? 
For mystical Babylon, the nations of the 
earth and great ones (generally) commit for- 
nication with. Rev. xvii. S. and xviii. 8.— 
Indeed this book is a mystery to man's wis- 
dom ; for it was not given to the wisdom of 
this world, but is hid from that ; but God gave 
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it Ghrist to give to his servants ; and it is not 
a mystery (but opened and revealed by the 
Father's Spirit) to the children of the true 
wisdom^ who are instructed and taugbt of 
God to escape the bed o^ spiritual fornication^ 
which the earthly wisdom (in the Misest men 
of this world) is. entangled in. 

[But God; in his tender mercies^ determined 
io send an angel to preach his everlasting gos' 
pel again ; and in due time so did; as is cx- 
pressed; Rev. xiv. 6, 7» (Mark : none could 
jpreach the everlasting gospel after tbc aposta- 
cj; by any ordination or succession of minis- 
try left amongst men ; but there nuist be a 
new receiving of the gospel^ by a new message 
and commission from on high«.) And God 
likewise sent forth his Spirit of judgment and 
burning to consume the whore, (the Culse 
church) which was grown very great; sitting 
over peoples; multitudes; nations; and tongues ; 
and to bring the true church out of the wilder* 
ness into enjoyment of her beauty and glory 
again. And w hen she comes agaiu; she comes 
as a morning^ without clouds; without any 
veil; without any outward types or shadows 
of the glory to be revealed; even in the pure 
and heavenly glory itself. 

He that hath a true eye; let Mm read this ; 
and he that hath an heart opened by the Lord^ 
let him acknowledg|& it : for the name of the 
liord Jesus Christ is exalted; and tlie knees 
of his. redeemed ones bow to hioi; and ac- 
knowledge him the only Anointed One; Ihp 
only Lord and King over all; to the glory oT 
God the Father. Amen.] 

q2 
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C'ONCERKING THE TEMPLE AND SACRIFICES 

UNDER THE GOSPEL. 

God's temple under the gospel is the li^lrt 
of his Son^ the Spirit of his Bon^ and those 
souls ivhich are renewed, and built up an 
habitation for him in the Spirit of his Son, 
and those bodies in which renewed minds 
and spirits dwell. God is light^ and lie 
dweUeth in light; God is Spirit^ and bis 
building is holy and spiritual ; for he dwell- 
eth in nothing that is dark^ or corrupt, or 
unclean. 

And that which is sacrificed or offered up 
to God must be. clean ami pure. No unclieaii 
thought, no unclean desire, nothing ihat,i& 
earthly, or fleshly^ or selfish, must be offered 
up to God ; but the pure breathings of his 
own Spirit ; for whatsoever is of him, and 
comes from him, is accepted wifli him ; but 
Whatever man can invent, or form, or ctkst 
up of his own, or of himself (though it be evmr 
iBo glorious and taking in man's eye,) yet it is 
but abomination in the sight of ihe Lord. 

Thus all the sacrifices of the C^tiles (or 
heathenish nature) are rejected^ Thus aQ 
the sacrifices of the Jews outward (or of .the 
professing mind and nature, without the true 
life) are rejected* a1so« 

^^ Wherewith shall I com^e before the liord*^ 
(said the prophet of the Lord of old) ^^ and 
bow myself before the high God? Shall I 
come before him with burnt-offerings, with 
calves of a year old ? Will tk6^ Lord be pleased 
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wl^ thcrciMiide tif rams^ with ten thousftndt 
of rivers of oil ? Shall I give my flrgt*bor& 
for my transgression ; the fruit of my body 
for the sin of my soul V^ Mic. vi, 6, 7, 

What saith the answer of God? No^ no; 
this is not the way to come to pardon of sin^ 
or to acceptance with the Lord ; but come to 
that which teacheth what is good^ and what 
the '' Lord requireth of thee^ O man ; which 
is to do justly^ and to love mercy^ and to walk 
humbly with the Lord*'' Gome thither in the 
teachings of God's Spirit^ and worship there^ 
and there thou ahalt witneai the {bi^iTeness 
of sins^ and acceptance with the Lord. Mic. 
Ti. 7y S« and Isai. i. 16^ 17^ 18. For it was 
not offi&ring sacrttces of old (appointed under 
the law) tiliat would do the things nor men's 
pleading the sacrifice under the gospel ; but 
coming to that Spirit which teacheth holiness^ 
and being suhject to that Spirit^ and offering 
in that Spirit (to the Father) what proceeds 
therefrom. So that his building in the Spirit 
is the only temple^ and the sacrifices or c^er- 
ings in the Spirit are the only offerings of 
the New Testament. 

And here every groan or sigh towards the 
Xiord after that which is pure, every suppli- 
cation in the^Spirit, every acknowledgment 
of the goodness of the Lord in a true and pure 
isense, are of a sweet savour in the nostrils of 
the Lord : yea, using hospitality, relieving 
the poor, or doing any thing that is good from 
the good and holy root, are sacrifices accept- 
able to the Lord. Read these scriptures fol- 
lowing, and if the Lord open thine eyes, thoif 



siayest thereby come to see both what the 

temple and sacrifices are. 

1 Cor. iii. 16, and 2 Cor. vi. 16. Isau x. r. 15. 
Ephes. ii. SI, 23. Heb. iH. 6. Rev. xxi. 22. John iv. 
33. Psal. xc. !• These places foregoing are for the 
tcniiJe: then for the sacrifices, Psal. 1. 14, 15. and 
Ji. 16, 17. aud cxli. 2. Mai. i. 11. Hob. x. 8, 9. Rom. 
xii. 1. 1 Cor» vi. 19, 20. 1 fet, ii. 5. Heb. xiii. 15. 
PhiKiv. 18. 



A IfECESSARY V41INIXG, COITCERNTKO ADBIirS TO, 
ADiD DIMINISHING TROM, THE SCRIPTURES. 

[£xti*acied from a Piece addressed ^^to aU that call 
themselves Christians/' &c.] 

It is recorded^ Rev. xxii. 18> 19- f^If any 
man &hall add unto these things^ God shall 
add unto him the plagues that are writtea in 
this book. And if any man shall take away 
from the wwds of the book of this prophecy^ 
God shall take away his part out of the book 
of life^ and out of the holy city, aikd from the 
things which are written in this book.'' 

Great are the plagues that are written ia 
this book^ even the pouring out of eternal 
wrath without mixture; torment day und 
nighty in the presence of the Lamhy &c« As 
the girowth and fulness of the mystery of in- 
iquity are spoken of in this book^ so tlie 
measuring out of the fulness of wrath to it^ is 
spoken of also. And ^eat is the life and 
bl&sseduess that is here pronused;^ to those 
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that fight with^ and overcene^ the mystery of 
iniquity ; and receive not any marks or names 
of the beast^ nor are subject to any of his 
horns^ though he push ever so hard with 
them. Now to meet with all the plagues 
here threatened^ and to miss of all the bless- 
edness here promised^ is it not a sad state ? 
Why^ he that addeth to these things here 
spoken, or diminisheth from the words ^ this 
prophecy^ the Lord hath said this shall be- 
fall him. Therefore^ in the fear of that God 
who hath spoken this^ and will make it good, 
let every one search, who is the adder, who 
is the dirainisher? 

Now mark, see if this be not a clear thing. 
He that giveth any other meaning of any 
scripture, than what is the true proper mean* 
ing thereof, he both addeth and diminisheth ; 
he taketh away the true sense, he addeth a 
sense that is not true* The Spirit of the 
Lord is the true expositor of scriptures ; he 
never addeth nor diminisheth : but man^ being 
without that Spirit, doth but guess, doth but 
imagine, doth but study or invent a meaning, 
and so he is ever adding or diminishing. 

-Did the Lord^ in these words of for-* 



bidding to add or diminish upon so great 
penalty, lay a restraint and limit upon his 
own Spirit, that it should no more hereafter 
speak in his sons and daughters ; or did he 
intend to lay bounds upon the unruly spirit (riT 
man? Bid 6od leave man's spirit at liberty 
to invent and form meanings of his words, 
and bind up his own Spirit fr<m speakins 



«90 

farther words afterwards ? When Moses^ said^ 
Thou shalt not add or diminish^ was this to 
be any stop to the prophets^ in whom God 
should speak afterwards ? Is not this one of 
the subtle serpent's inventions^ to keep up the 
esteem of man's invented meanings as the true 
sensO;^ and to make a fortification against the 
entrance of that Spirit, which can discover 
all his false interpretations of the true words 
of God, and to make him see that he is the 
adder and the diminisher, and that his name 
will not be found in the book of life, when 
the true light is held forth to read by*. 

Sttt how may I avoid adding to the 



thing8f and diminishing from the words, of 
this prophecy f and of other scriptures ; that I 
may not meet with the weight of this curse, or^ 
miss of the blessing ? 

•ins. Dost thou ask this question from thy 
heart, in the simplicity, out of the fleshly wis- 
dom ? Then hearken with that ear, and thou 
shalt set thy seal to mine answer. 

1. Wait for the key of knowledge, which 
is God's free gift* Do not go with a false 
key to the scriptures of Truth ; for it will not 
open them* Man is too hasty to know the. 
meaning of the scriptures, and to enter into 
the things of God, and so he climbs up over 
the door with his own understanding ; but he 
has not patience to wait to know the door, and 
to receive the key which opens and shuts the 
door; ami by this means he gathers death 
out of words which came from life. And this 
I dare positively aflBrm^ that all that have 



i;oii6 this way to work have but a dead 
knowledge ; and it is death in them that feeds 
upon this knowledge, and the life is not rais- 
ed. Consider now the weight of this counsel 
in the true balance : there is ^no opening of 
the scriptures but by the true key^ nor is there 
any coming at the key till the Lord please to 
give it. What then is to be done, but only to 
wait (in the silence of that part which would 
be forward^ and running before-hand) till the 
key be given, and to know how to receive it, 
as it is offered in the light ; and not to wait 
in the will, or expect to receive it according 
to observations in the fleshly wisdom from 
the letter. 

' S. Let not thy understanding have the 
managing of this key, when it is given ; but 
know the true opener, the skilful user of the 
key, the hand which can only turn the key 
aright ; and let him have the managing both 
of his own key, and of thine understanding. 
Do not run in thine own understanding, or in 
thine own will, to search out the meaning of 
scripture; for then thou feedest with the 
scripture that which it is the intent of all words 
of life to destroy : but as thou waitedst for 
the key at first, so continually wait for the 
appearances and movings of the user of the 
key, and he will shut out thy understanding 
and will continually, which would still be 
running after the literal part of scriptures ; and 
let thee into the life both of the prophecies 
and doctrines thereof. Man, when he hath 
received a true gift from God, he would be 
managing of it himself, and to be sure he will 
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manage it for Mmself (for the gratifying and 
pleasing of himself^ and not for God ;) and 
then Gody being provoked^ takes away the 
substance^ and leaves him the shell. There- 
fore he that hath received a gift must be very 
watchful against that which would betray^ or 
he may easily lose it : for though the gifts and 
calling of CFod are without repentance; yet 
if that lay hold of the gift which was not call- 
ed, and to which it was not given^ the Lord 
will thrust that by^ and take away his gift 
from it. 

8. Do not graft any of the fruit of the 
tree of life upon the tree of knowledge ; for 
it will not grow there: an appearanee^ a 
Ukeness of the true fruit may grow there ; but 
the true fruit itself will not. My mefuing is, 
4o not make a treasury of knowledge in the 
understanding-part^ which is to perish: but 
know the true treasury of all the things of 
life^ which is in the life itself; and in that 
understanding which is formed^ kept, and 
lives in the life. I^ay no manna by to feed 
upon in the old store- house (lest the fleshly 
part should be running thither, when its flesh- 
ly appetite is kindled after food ;) but daily 
receive the continual bread from the hand ol 
life. The wisdom of the life strikes at thy 
wisdom and understanding ; and if ever thou 
wilt grow wise any more, thou losest this, and 
canst not possibly retain it : for that part is 
then getting up in thee, in which it cannot be 
held ; but only a shadow, an image, a resem^ 
blance and likeness of it, which feeds and 
pleases that part which fain would have life, 
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Ihii eaimot ktaoW it ; and tliet'eforfe is necessi* 
tated to niake images and likenesses of things 
in .heaven, or things in earthy that it might 
have somiewhat. 

4f. Take not up a rest in openings of things^ 
though by the true key. Take heed of over- 
valuing that kind of knowledge : for that part 
which over-values that knowledge will pres- 
enfly bie puffed up with it ; but there is a 
more excellent and safer kind of knowledge 
to be pressed after, which is a knowledge of 
things by receiving of them. There is a 
knowledge of thiilg^ by the Spirit's opening 
the w'ords which speak of them, or by inward 
immediate prophecies from the word of life in 
the heart. This is an excellent knowledge^ 
and not to be found in the earthly part of man : 
yet the earthly part (when this knowledge is 
given) is very apt to be swelled and exalted 
with it ; but then there is also a knowledge, 
which ariseth from the gift of the thing itself. 
This knowledge is very precious, and much 
more full and certain than the other, having 
the nature and immediate power of life in 
itself, and so is perfectly able to preserve. 
As for instance, to make it more plain : there 
may be a knowledge of justification, by the 
Spirit's opening the words written in scripture 
concerning justification, and the blood of 
sprinkling; and this is a good knowledge^ 
whiere there is a true opening of it from the 
Spirit; but then there is a knowledge by 
feeling of the blood of sprinkling in the heart, 
and by seeing with the new eye the way of 
its justification ; and in this knowledge is the 

R 
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power and tilie cleansing of the life received^ 
which in the other was but spoken of. There- 
fore rest not in opening of prophecies^ or true 
meanings of these things (though this kind of 
knowledge is very excellent^ and hath been 
very rare^) but wait to feel the thing itself 
which the words speak of^ and to be united 
by the living Spirit to that^ and then thoa 
hast a knowledge from the nature of the thing 
itself; and this is more deep.and inward than 
all the knowledge that can be had from words 
concerning the thing* 

5. When thou feelest things^ then seek 
their preservation in the proper spring of their 
own life. Let the root. bear thee^ and all thy 
knowledge^ with all that is freely given ihee 
of God. When thou feelest thyself leavened 
with the life^ and become a branch shot ont of 
the life^ then learn how to abide in the life^ 
and to keep all that is given thee there ; and 
have nothing which thou mayest call thine 
own any more ; but to be lost in thyself^ and 
found in him. Know the land of the living, 
wherein all the things of life live^ and can 
live no where else. 

Now in all this^ in this whole course^ from 
the very first step of it, there is certainty, there 
is stability, there is infallibility. From the ] 
very first opening of the true key, I begia to 
learn somewhat of God ; and to learn certain- 
ly, and feel an assurance and establishment in 
it : and growing up here, I grow up in the 
true learning, and in the true settlement, and 
so I am not unlearned and unstable, wresting 
the scriptures to my own destruction : for 1 
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take none of the knowledge of the scriptures 
from myself; from my own understanding, 
from my own study and invention, or from 
the studies of other expositors, but from a 
certain hand. And how cap he wrest scrip- 
tare, who is kept single, and has no desire to 
have any thing to be the meaning of it, but 
what is the meaning ; and no will to know 
the meaning, further than the good will of 
him whose Spirit penned it thinks good to 
give forth the meaning to him; and who 
waits to receive this, not to feed the lustful 
knowing part in himself, but to feed the life 
with it ? And when the life hath no use for it^ 
he is content to have it shut up, and to be 
wiihont it : I say, how is it possible forTthis 
man to wrest scriptures? But now a man 
that hath taken in a body of knowledge al- 
ready, he goes to the scripture, and bends it^ 
to make it speak answerable to that; and 
where it speaks contrary, he invents a way 
to make it comply, and so wrests scriptures 
forward and backward, to make them speak 
agreeable to what he has already received 
and believed. Thus every sort of persons, 
Papists and Protestants, bend the scriptures, 
to make them speak conformable to their 
opinions and practices ; not having the true 
learnings which gives to read them in the true 
original, where the knowledge of what they 
speak and mean is certain : and so they are 
also unstable^ and subject to be shaken by a 
wind of reason which is stronger than their 
own. And this wresting of scripture is to 
iheir own destruction ; for that part which is 



M mucli as desirous to bend a scriptore/ is lb 
be destroyed; and that part cannot receive 
the trae knowledge ; bat stumbles in its own 
wisdom and way of seeking^ at the wisdom 
of God^ and at the trae way of finding. 

Jf ye could once be mild^ gentle^ and 



calm, and turn from your own wisdom and 
fleshly knowledge of things, it might pleasf^ 
6od to remove your stumbling-blocks, and to 
•pen that eye in you which can see the anti- 
ehristian nature, and discern between the 
coverings which it hath formed to hide its de- 
ceitAil spirit under, and the true garment and 
clothing of life. But the seed of the kingdom 
is little, and ye are great ; hnw can ye eotoi 
into it ? The pearl lies hid in the field, and 
ye are gazing up to heaven ; how can ye see 
it? Christ is descended into the lower parts 
of the earth, and ye are using means to ascend 
Inwards in the wrong naturo ; how can ye 
meet with him? The gospel hath been bid; 
the sun hath not shined ; it hat^ been nighti 
and ye have got many false candles ; whidi 
way can ye acknowledge the little glimmer- 
ing of the day-star, who have such satisfaction 
in the warmth of your false fires? Te aro far 
from the true light, who have iiot yet receiveii 
so much of it as to discover the darkness of 
the night. Ye are too high, too wise, too 
knowing for Christ, or for the sight and ac* 
knowledgment of the true means which lead 
to life. And if ye could once come to see 
this, there might be some hope ; but* in that 
wisdom whoreiB your life and knowledge 
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standi ye are shut oat ; and ye are reasoning 
and gtumbling at the stone ; while others (who 
are broken in spirit^ and in meekness and hu« 
mility led to try) find it a sure foundation^ 
even a foundation of eternal life^ for the true 
seed of life ; and are built into the living city, 
which is made without hands^ and without 
any of the tools of man's wisdon^ 



EXTRACT 

I^ROM qUBBIES COKC£Rl?IirG THE ORUER AN0 GO'V 
BKITMRNT Of TH£ CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

In a case of doubt or difference^ which shaU 
he the jvdge } the measure of life within^ or 
Uie testimony of others without ? Shall I judge 
08 I feel the thing in the measure of my owm 
life F Or shall I submit to others against my 
own sense and judgment^ because Ihave an 
esteem of them^ as being much above me in the 
growth, sense, and understanding of truth •? 

•Ans. It is. a great matter to judge aright^ 
s^nd ta discern and know the measure of 
truth, the roice, motion, and judgment there- 
of, from all the enemy's false appearances,, 
and from all the deceits of the heart. Thia 
is most certain; Jerusalem (the heavenly 
building, the oliurch of the first-born), is at 
unity with itself* Truth is pure, eterna), un* 
changeable^ always [the same ; the same in^ 
^veiy member, in every vessel, throughout the; 
Vhole body. 

rS 
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And tills I may say concenlBg ks appeajr* 
ance in this our age^ Was ever t$e like imity 
known and brought fdrth since the days of the 
apostles ? How hath the Spitit been One, the 
demonstration and testimony of tmih One, the 
doctrine One, the conversation and practices 
One in ns all ! Why, or how so ? Because w^ 
have had our begetting, birth, and teachUig 
from the same life, the same Spirit ; Tthe same 
fountain springing up, and opening m us all, 
that have been gathered into its nature and 
power.) Now from this fountain, from this 
spring of life, never issueth any thing that is 
contrary to the life in any. Therefore if these 
appear a contrariety, there must be a waiting 
to feel who is erred from, or at least not yet 
fully gathered into, the measure of life. Atad 
such as are of an inferior stature and growth 
in the body, are (in an especial manner) to 
watch, and wait in sobriety and fear, till the 
Lord clear up, and make things manifest; 
and likewise in the mean time to take heed ei 
an hasty concluding, according to what risetk 
up in the understanding or judgment, thougl|. 
with ever so great a se.eming elra.mess and 
satisfaction, as if it must needs^be of and from 
th^ life in the vessel. 

It is not an easy matter, in all cases, dearly- 
and understandingly to discern the voice of 
the Shepherd, the motions of God's Sphrit, 
aiid certainly to distinguish the measure of 
hfe from all other voices, motions, and ap« 
pearances whatsoever. Through much growth 
in the truth, throngh much waiting on the Lord, 
through iM€h fear and trembling/^-thien^ 
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nweh sebiMty and meekness^ much eKercise 
of the [spiritual] s^iises^ this is at leogtk 
given and obtained. And yet there is a pre- 
sieryation in the mean, time to that which ie 
lowly and snhmissive^ looking up to the Lord 
continually^ and not trusting to its own nn« 
derstanding^ sense^ and judgment. But that 
which is hasty and confident^ and so ready to 
plead for its own sense and judgment^ accord- 
ing to the measoPB of life^ as it calU it ; thai 
is commonly ont^ entered into the erring spirit^ 
pleading and contending for it knows ndi 
what^ and is very apt to judge and condemn, . 
others in that very respect^ wherein itself ie- 
most justly and r^teouely judged and con- 
demned by the Lord^ even by hie pure Ufe 
and Spirit in his people. 

This then is m my heart to say in short t«^ 
this objection : liCt the measure of life judge« 
freely in thee at any time concerning any 
tHing, and that judgment will stand for even. 
Bat be.thou wary^ wait en the Lord^ that thou, 
mayest be sure thou dost not mistake in thy 
own partienlar, calling that life which the 
Lord and his people know to be otherwise. 
!Por if 80^ thou departest flmn the onity and 
bond of the Spirit, and frmn the true senso 
and judgment, and givest deceit an advanta^ 
over thee^even to lay a foundation of destroy* 
ing thee. Likewise those who are to watch 
over thee in the Lord (to lay his truth before^ 
thee, to exhort and reprove thee, as occasion 
is) that they may give a^ account ^ thy souk 
to'hki, eiffinot do it with joy and rejoicing in* 
his presence^ but witl^ grief' andr lamentatittni 
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of li^art ; which ia not at all profitable, but 
very unprofitable for thee. 

Now for a dose : there are some consider- 
ations springing up in my heart concerning 
unity, which I find drawings here to annex, 
in true love and tenderness, for the use .and 
service of others ; which are as follow : 

1. Unity in the spiritual body, which 19 
gathered into and knit together in the pure 
Ufe, is a most natural and comely thing. Yea^ 
it is exceedingly lovely to find all thai; are of 
the Lord of one heart, of one mind, of one 
judgment, in one way of practice and ordier ia 
all things. 

S. The Lord is to be waited upon for the 
bringing forth of this in the body ; that as 
there is a foundation of it laid in all^ (the life 
and spring being over all) so all may be 
brought by him into the true and foil oneness. 

3. The Lwd is to be acknowledged and 
praised in the bringing of it forth, (so far as 
it is brought forth) and to be waited upon for 
the further perfecting of it. 
. 4. A watch is to be kept, throughout the 
whole body, and in every heart, for the pre- 
serving of it, so far as it is brought forth, tbat 
the enemy, by no device or subtilty, cause dis- 
union or difference in. any respect, wherein 
there was once a true unity and oneness. For 
the enemy will watch to divide ; and if he be 
not watched against, in that which is able to 
discover and keep him out, by. some device 
gr other he will take his advantage to make a 
rent, in those that are not watchful, from the 
pure truth and unity of life in the body* for 
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(in any respect or particular which was 
broogbt forth by the Ufe) he in that respect 
hearkens to another spirit, even the dividing 
spirit, and by its insti^ion rents from the 
life itself, and so doth not keep his habitation) 
nor his unity, with that which abides in its 
habitation. - 

Now it is also in my heart (for the perfect* 
ing of this close) to mention a few things, in 
the same loye and tenderness, which I have 
found helpful to me towards the preserving of 
me in unity with the body. Perhaps it may 
please the Lord to refresh some others by tbt 
Mention of them, and tomaketh^iv ujsefol and 
lielpfiil to them also. 

i. The first is, the pure four of the Lord. 
This poiseth and guardeth ibe mind, kjeep 
ing down fleshly coi^denoe and conceited* 
ness, (which is very apt to spring up) mak- 
ing it wary and cone^derate ^kher ^of wiuii it 
veceiv^s ck rejects •; of what it practiseth, or 
forheiireth practimng ; causing it to wait much, 
try much, and consuU; much w4th the Lord, 
and with his ministers and people, and pre* 
serves4»u4;nf •that suddenness and ineonsider* 
ateness of spirit, at which the enemy oftea 
entefs. For truth is weighty, and will bear 
trial ; and the more it is tried in the balance, 
the tnore manifest its nature and ways afipear ; 
but^ the enemy^49 i^pearances and likenesses 
afe not so; bht theffr deceit, by a thwoiii^ 
trial, comes to be made manifest. 

S. ¥he second is, humiUtff of heaH. This 
i» v^ preciotts, and o€ a preserving nature. 
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Yea^ in this state tbe Lord htlpeth and teacli- 
eth ; and the soul also^ in this state^ is fit to 
receive the help and teachings of the Lord. 
That which is lifted up and conceited^ (ready 
to justify its own way, and condemn even the 
whole Imdy) is neither fit to be taught by the 
Lord, nor doth the Lord delight (but rather 
disdain) to teach it. And so not being taught 
by him, it must needs be liable to err ; yea, to 
hearken to that spirit, whose voice is more 
pleasing and suitable to the erring mind than 
the Lord's voice is. 

8. A third great help, which in the tender 
mercy of the Lord I have had experience of^ 
is sobriety of judgment. Not to value or set 
up mine own judgment, or that which I a^ 
count the judgment of life in me, above the 
judgment of others, or that which is indeed 
life in others. For the Lord hath appeared 
to others, as well as to me : yea, there are 
others who are in the growth of his truths 
and in the purity and dominion of his li|e^ 
far beyond me. - Now for me to set up, or 
hold forth, a sense or judgment of a thing -in 
opposition to them, this is out of the sobriety 
which is of the truth. Therefore, in such 
cases, I am to retire, and fear before the 
Lord, and wait upon him for a clear discern- 
ing and sense of his truth, in the unity and 
demonstration of his Spirit with others, who 
are of him, and see him. And this will pre* 
vent the rents which the want of this sobriety 
may occasion* 

4. The last thing which I have now to 
mention is^ tendemeee^meekness, coolne^^ 



and stillness of spirit. I wrap 'up tliese to- 
gether^ because they are much of a nature, 
and go much together. These are of an unit- 
ing5 preserving nature. He that differs and 
divides from the body cannot be thus ; and 
he that is thus^ cannot rend or divide. This 
is the pure heavenly wisdom^ which is peace- 
able and keepeth the peace; but the other 
wisdom is roughs stiffs hard^ clamorous, ready 
to take offence, ready to ^ive offence ; exceed- 
ing deep in the justification of itself, exceed- 
ing deep in the condemnation of others ; and 
dares, in this temper, appeal to the Lord, as 
if it were right in its Ways, but wronged by 
others ; aa if it did abide in the measure of 
his truth and life, which others have departed 
from. And how can it be otherwise ? How 
can the wrong eye, the wrong spirit, the 
wrong wisdom, but judge wrong, justifying 
the wrong practices, and condemning the 
right? But such shall And (if they come to the 
true touchstone, even the measure of life in- 
deed) that they are not in the true tenderness, 
which proceeds from the life, in the true 
meekness and gentleness, in the true coolness 
and stillness; but rather in the reasonings, 
noises, clamours, and disturbances, which 
arise from another spirit, mind, and nature 
than that which is of the truth. And in com« 
ing back from this wisdom to the pure unsdoTHf 
from the pretended measure of life to the true 
measure, and becoming tender, meek, cool, 
and still in it, they shall there feel, their error 
from the Spirit and power of the Lord, and 
therein own their condemnation therefor from 



liilii:^ and also justify tlicteitfae haVe idbbde 
IB the power^ and been gnided by the Spirit 
and pure measure Of life^ which i& from Gk>d> 
and in 6od^ while* they have d^arted from 
it. For though the spirit of error^ wherewith 
they have been- deceived and entangled^ hath 
made them believe that they have faithfully 
abode in the principle and doctrine of truths 
while others have departed ; yiet that will soon 
vanish^ as truth comes* again to be felt, and 
heard speak in them, and the measure of life 
(o live again' in them, dnd to redeem them 
afresh into its holy nature, and pure living 
sense. And blessed is he who is not deceived 
about truth ; but is of the purtnaitiref'SXid in 
the pure power of it ; in whoih the true eye 
sees, the trwe ear hears, the tmte heart un- 
derstands ; who is of a right ajpmt, and walk- 
eth uprightly before the Lord, and among his 
people. The blessing of the seed, the peace^ 
comfort, and joy which is from the Most 
High, shall descend ujpon him> fill his vessel, 
and continue with him, to the satisfying of his 
heart, and the overflowing of his cup, in the 
midst of his brethren, and in the very sight of 
his enemies. The Lord God, of his tenter 
mercy, who is the great Shepherd of the sheep, 
watch over, preserve, and mightily defend all 
his from all devouring spirits, and inward 
devices and deceits of the enemy ,• catling on 
and perfecting the work of his goodness, love, 
and mercy in them, to his own glorious, eter- 
nal, everlasting praise. Amen. 
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CONCERKING BAPTISM* 

*^ He that believeth, aiid is baptized, shall be saved ; 
but he that believeth not^ shall be iiamiicd/' Mabk 
xvi. 16. 

This is a very weighty scripture, and ne- 
cessary for every Christian riglitly to under- 
stand, that he may so believe, and be so bap- 
tized, as to witness salvation by the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now what believing is this which is here 
required as necessary to salvation, and which 
the promise of salvation is to ? Is it any thing 
less than a believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
from a sense of the power which the Father 
hath given him to save with ? Is it not an in- 
ward believing, a believing with the heart ? 
And what baptism or washing is it which 
saves ? Is it not an inward washing, a wash- 
ing of the soul, a washing of the heart, a 
washing of the conscience from dead works to 
serve the living God ? Doth outward washing 
save the soul ? Inward washing doth ; bap- 
tizing into the name doth. Bodily exercise 
profiteth little; but godliness (the inwardly 
renewing and washing of the mind) profiteth 
greatly. 

There is one faith, one baptism. Is not the 
true faith inward and spiritual ? Is not the 
one baptism so also ? Sure I am, that he that 
thus believeth, and is baptized, shall be sav- 
ed ; but he that believeth not, remaineth in 
the filthy, unwashed state, in which ^there 

s 
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neither is, nor can be^ salvation ; but judg- 
ment and condemnation^ death and destruc- 
tion, for ever. 

The apostle Peter shews, 1 Pet. iii. what the 
baptism is which saveth, even that which is 
the antitype, or which inwardly or spiritually 
answers to Noah^s ark. The Greek word is 
'AfTirvTrn which signifleth the antitype^ or that 
which answers to the type; the substance, 
which comes instead of the figure or shadow ; 
and so it is more properly and naturally ren- 
dered in the old translation thus : The bap- 
tism that now 18, answering that figure, saveth. 
For as Noah's ark saved the bodies of those 
that were in it when God came to judge and 
destroy the old world ; so the inward wash- 
ing saveth those that are washed thereby from 
the wrath and destruction which will come 
upon all that are unwashed. 

Now lest any should misunderstand and 
misapply his words, as if he spake concerning 
outward baptism, or washing, he explaineth 
himself in the following words : '^ Not (saith 
he) the putting away of the filth of the flesh,^' 
not the outward washing of the body, that is 
not it that saves ; but that baptism which 
causeth the answer of a good conscience to- 
wards God, by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. For this is the effect of the inward 
baptism ; sin being washed away by the water 
of life, by the blood of the Lamb, that which 
is new, that which is renewed, riseth up out 
of the water which washeth away sin ; and 
then the pure and good conscience answers to 
God; audi the soul knows and partakes of both 
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the de&tji and resurrection of our Lord Jesug 
Christ; and so being baptized l^y the one 
baptism^ even the baptism of Christy into the 
one body^ comes into the state and fellowship 
of the living. Another apostle also speaketh 
of the inward washing, even the washing of 
regeneration^ and renewing of the Holy Ghost ; 
by which^ saith he^ '' God according to his 
mercy saved us/^ Tit. iii. 5. 

The apostle Paul speaks of a ^^ circumcis- 
ion made without hands/^ and tells wherein 
it consists ; to wit^ in putting off the body of 
the sins of the flesh : and sheweth how this is 
effected; namely^ not by Moses' circumcision, 
but'by the circumcision of Christ. Col. ii. SI. 
And truly th^y who are thus drcumcised^ are 
the true circumcision^ the spiritual circumcis- 
ion^ who wi^ship God in the Spirit, and have 
no confidence in the fleshy but r^'oice in Christ 
Jesus, who thus circumciseth them. Now in 
the next verse he speaketh of baptism, ^^ of 
being buried with Christ in baptism, and of 
rising with him in the same, through the faith 
of the operation of God, who raised him from 
the dead.'' What is this baptism ? Is it in- 
ferior to the circumcision before spoken of? 
Is it not without hands also ? What is it that 
buries into the death of Christ ; that raisetli 
into the life of Christ through the faith of the 
operation of God ? Is not this the one spiritual 
and heavenly baptism, wherewith the one 
body is baptized by the one Spirit? What 
doth outward circumcision avail? Soth it 
avail any thing ? What doth outward washing 
avail ? Soth it avail any more than outward 
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drctuncision ? But tbe inward circumcision of 
the Jew inward, and the inward washing of 
the soul from sin, doth avail very much. 

Now for that place, Mat. xxviii. 19. where 
Christ expressly commandeth baptizing, it is 
a question very weighty, and worthy duly to 
be considered, what baptism be there com- 
mandeth. For if it be outward baptism, they 
greatly err who apprehend it to be the inward 
and spiritual baptism ; but if it be the inward 
and spiritual baptism which Christ intended 
in those words, then they greatly err who ap- 
prehend it to be the outward. Now consider 
the words in the fear and weight of God's 
Spirit. 

It is said, ^< 60 teach, baptizing ;'' but it is 
not said, baptizing with water, but «^ in the 
iiame,'^ or rather (as the Greek is) ^^ into the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost.'^ 

Now to baptize with water is one thing, and 
to baptize into the name is another ; as they 
who experience the spiritual baptism know it 
to be. For the word of faith turns men from 
Satan to the power of life ; and then as they 
receive the power, and are made partakers of 
the power, they are baptized into the power 
and virtue of life ; and so they are buried (so 
far as they come into Christ) by the power of 
his Spirit, with this heavenly baptism, into 
death unto sin, and by the same power are 
made alive unto tighteousness ; and so the 
name of the Lord, the name of the Father, 
Son and Spirit, comes over them, and they 
rise up in it unto life and righteousness^ and 
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«o are dead unto sin^ and alive unto Ood« 
Now any outward circumcising or Avashing 
can be but a figure of this ; but the inward 
circumcising and washing is the thing itself* 
For Christ sent not his able ministers of the 
New Testament to minister the letter, or to 
minister the figures of things ; but to minister 
the Spirit (i>lse how were they able ministers 
of the Spirit ?) to ininister the substance ; not 
to minister a circumcision or baptism which 
might be shaken and pass away^ as outward 
and elementary, but to minister the circum- 
cision and baptism which cannot be sliaken ^ 
^v'hich is the circumcision and baptism of the 
gospel, the circumcision and baptism of the 
Spirit, the circumcision and baptism of the 
kingdom, which is never to be shaken and 
pass away as elementary, but to stand and 
abide forever. Read Heb. xii. S6, S7, 28. 
and consider how. all elementary and outward 
things which could be shaken, were to be 
shaken and pass away; that those things 
which were of an higher nature (even of the 
nature of the kingdom,) might remain and bo 
established in their stead. 

And indeed as the inward circumcision 
could not he thoroughly and alone establish- 
ed while the figure thereof remained^ the same 
may be tnily said concerning the inward bap- 
tism ; so that by this it may appear, that the 
baptism of water cannot be the Imptism which 
Christ intended in this place, because the 
baptism here spoken of was to continue to 
the end of the world; but the baptism of 
water is plainly of such an outward element- 

sS 
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ajy nature^ as might be shaken as well ar 
drcamcisicm^ and so was to be shaken in due 
time, that that which could not be shaken 
might remain. Read also Rev. xi. IS. where 
it is plainly signified, under that phrase of the 
outward court being left out of God's meas- 
ure, and given to the Gentiles, that things of 
such a nature were shaken ; and so were those 
that were not the true and spiritual wor- 
shippers in God's sight. For they are Jews 
under the gospel who are Jews inwardly; 
and they who are not Jews inwardly, are by 
God's Spirit numbered amongst the Gentiles. 
And consider how not only the notorious 
Heathen, but such as had got ^^ the form of 
godliness, but denied the power thereof," 
were rejected, with their outside shadows, as 
really as outward Jerusalem was rejected to 
be trodden under foot of the Gentiles. 

Object, i. But against this it is obj^ctedf 
that the baptism of the Spirit cannot be the 
baptism spoken of in this places because the 
baptism spoken of in this place is command' 
ed } but the baptism of the Spirit teas ne/ser 
commanded, nor was it any man^s sin not to 
he so baptized. 

•ins. Surely this is a great mistake. Was 
the inward washing of the heart never com- 
manded? ^^Rent your hearts, and not your 
garments." What is this but the spiritual 
baptism? The gospel is a ministration of in- 
ward things, and the inward things are strictly 
commanded there. Can any man be saved 
without inward baptizing? and is he not 
<^ommaRded to receive inward baptizing ? and 
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doth he not sin^ if he do not Wait to receive 
it^ and give np his heart and soul to be baptiz* 
ed by God's Holy Spirit ? If the eye were 
opened in people to look into the gospel*niin« 
istration^ and into the inward nature of things^ 
this might easily be demonstrated to the least 
babe there. For as the gospel was before the 
law^ and could not be disannulled by the law^ 
6o this ministration of the Spirit's baptism 
(for nature and kind) was long before John's 
baptism, and could not be disannulled by any 
outward ministration of baptism, but abideth 
the same for ever ; and is to have its place in 
the gospel'State, where the figures and shad* 
ows of things pass away, and that which is 
true, lasting and substantial, fllleth up the 
room' thereof. 

Now the baptism of the Spirit, or the spir* 
4tual washing and circumcising the heart 
(which is all one in substance,) was called for 
and required of the Jews under the law ; and 
it was their sin ^ot to answer God's call and 
requiring therein. Consider these scriptures 
following, with many more of the like nature : 
^^ Break up your fallow ground, and sow not 
among thorns." Jer. iv. 3. Can the fallow 
ground be broken up, and the thorns rooted 
out (else the sowing will be amongst them,) 
without the circumcision or baptism of the 
Spirit, which is all one in nature or ground P 
Again: ^^ Circumcise the foreskin of your 
hearts, and be no more stiff-necked.^' Dent. 
X. 16. " Make you a new heart and a new 
spirit ; for why will ye die, O house of Israel I"' 
£:&ek« xviii. 31, (Is not thia all one in sub* 
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•tainee with that «criptore^ ^^ H^ thM ^beli^r* 
eth and is baptized, shall he saved ?'') ^^ 
Jerasalem, wash thine heart from wickedness, 
that thou mayest be sared ! How long shall 
thy vain thoughts lodge within thee F^ Jer. iv. 
14. " Wash ye, make you clean, put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine eyes ; 
cease to do evil, learn to do well ; seek judg- 
ment, relieve the oppressed, judge the father- 
less, plead for the widow. Come now, and 
let us reason together, saitb the Lord ; though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow ; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and 
obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land; 
but if ye refime and rebel, ye shall be devour- 
ed with the sword : for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it.'^ Isai. i. 16. to 91. 

Is not here the true baptism, and the re» 
mission of sins, which ensueth thereupon, with 
the blessing on the baptised estate, and the 
curse on the unbaptized, which extendetti both 
to Jew and Oentile? for with CK>d th$re 99 
no respect of persons. 

Oh! that men could read the scriptures of 
truth, with the true spirit and with the true 
understanding ! For these things which were 
written to the people of the Jews, were writ- 
ten for our learning ; and precious things toay 
foe learned from the scriptures, by tbo8)9 
whose eyes are opened by the Iiord, and who 
keep close in their reading to that which an- 
ointetfa and openeth the eye ; whereas others 
cannot but misunderstand and wrest them, to 
"their own great danger at least, if not to th& 
ruin and destruction of their souls. 
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I shall here mention but one place more^ 
ivhich is that of Psal. li. 17. " The gacri<- 
fices of God are a broken spirit ; a broken and 
contrite hearty O God^ tiiou wilt not despise/' 
Can any offer up the sacrifice to God^ but he 
who is inwardly and spiritually washed from 
that which deflleth and hardeneth P And doth 
not God require this baptism P And what is 
this but the baptism of the Spirit P who thus 
washeth the soul with his heavenly water^ in 
the ministration of his word and power^ when 
the virtue and efficacy thereof reacheth the 
hearty in and through the faith. 

Object. S. The baptism of the Spirit cannot 
he here intended^ because this baptism is to be 
administered by men f but the baptism of ths 
Spirit was never administered by men f Jesus 
Christ was the alone minister of this baptism. 
* •ins* The apostle saith^ ^^that God had 
made them able ministers of the New Testa- 
ment ; not of the letta-^ but of the Spirit : for 
the letter killeth^ but the Spirit giveth life/' 
8 Cor. iii. 6. 

Mark ; They were made able ministers by 
God^ of that which giveth life ; and that they 
did minister the Spirit by imposition of handse- 
ls manifest^ Acts xix. 6. and in many other 
scriptures. 

Indeed the apostles were not able of them* 
selves^ or by any virtue or strength of their 
own^ to beget men to God^ or to baptize men 
into his name and power ; but their sufficiency 
was of God. 

Again^ Paul was sent to the G^ntiles^ to 
open their eyes. Acts xxvi* 18. Now, open- 
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iag the eyes of the blind is as pecjilialr to 
Christy as baptizing with the Spirit can be. 

When Christ gave his apostles commission 
to teach, baptizing, he told them, ^^ All power 
in heaven and earth was given him ;'' and bid 
them not ^^ depart from Jerusalem, but wait 
for the promise of the Father : for John truly 
baptized with water, but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Gbpst not many days hence ;" 
and that then they should receive power* — 
What to do ? To baptize with water ? or to 
baptize into the name with the same baptism 
wherewith they themselves >vere baptized? 
See Matt, xxviii. and Acts i. 

Now if this commission (here given to the 
apostles, Matt, xxviii. 16. hc^) Was to baptize 
with water, then Paul was inferior to the 
other apostles*: for he^ though he had seen 
the Loud, and was sent from lum 4o open the 
eyes of the Oentiles ; yet he wta not sent to 
baptize with Wai;er, as he expressly saith : 
^^ lie was not sent to baptize'^ .(that is out- 
wardly with water) ^^ but to preach the gos* 
pel.'' But if the baptism intended by C/hrist 
was ittwiird and spiritual, even into the name, 
virtue^ life, lEiad power of the Spirit, tthen 
Paul had the apostolic commission as fully as 
any of the rest, and the grace and power of 
•God did work as mightily in him to this end^ 
as in any of them. 

•But men are as much mistaken about the 
teaching required by this commission, as about 
this baptism : for this teaching is not a literal 
teadiiing of things, dr a discipline into an out- 
ward l^owledge and way, but a teaching in 
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the Spirit and power ; and him whom God 
enableth so to do^ he also enableth to baptize 
into the same Spirit and power, Tea^ indeed^ 
when the life and power ministers (the word 
spoken being mixed with faith in them that 
hear^) it brings the earthly part under^ and 
brings the life and power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ over the heart and spirit. And this is 
the tnie baptism^ and the substance of the 
figure or shadow^ which was before the figure 
either of baptism or circumcision was^ and 
remains when they are gone. 

Object. 3. This baptism in the commission 
was to all nations; bwt the baptism of the 
Spirit fell only on some few at the beginning. 

Ans. The promise of receiving the Spirit is 
upon believing^ and it extendeth to every one 
that believeth. " He that believeth on me/' 
as the scripture hath said^ ^^ ont of bis belly 
shall fiow rivers of living water ;'^ but this 
spake he of the Spirit, which they that belive 
on him should receive. John vii. 86, 89. 

Answerably Peter said to that great assem- 
bly to which he preached, whereof there were 
added about three thousand souls, ^^ Repent 
and be baptized every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost : for the promise is nnto you, and to 
your children, and to all that are afar o% 
even as many as the Lord our God shall 
call/^ Acts ii. 38, 89. 

Indeed several gifts of the Spirit were 
given (some to one, some to another, accord- 
ing to the pleasure of the giver) and diversi* 
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ties of manifestations and operations of tlie 
same inward life and power : but every one 
received so much of the Spirit as to make him 
a son; and to cry Mba^ Father, and to wash 
him. 

And this is the one washing which all the 
flock are washed with^ and so baptized into 
the one pure^ living body : and this is the 
substance of the figure, which substance be- 
longs to the gospel- state ; though God also 
saw an use of some figures in that day^ and 
so inclined their hearts then to make use of 
them, which his gathered sons and daughters 
(by the gospel-spirit and power in this day) 
would make use of also, if the Lord did so 
require them. For the Lord is our judge, 
and the Lord is our king, the Lord is our 
lawgiver ; who by his Spirit and power de- 
termines in every age what he would have 
his people do ; and who leads into the way of 
life, truth and holiness, which always was 
and is but one and the same for ever. 

And what if the Lord, who hath caused his 
everlasting day to dawn again, and the ever- 
lasting gospel to be preached again, will have 
every shadow and figure to fly away (seeing 
they are but one elementary nature and use, 
and not everlasting and abiding ;) who may 
gainsay him herein, and say, that this is not 
the ministration of the everlasting substance, 
or the same gospel the apostles preached, be- 
cause some shadows which they expect, and 
have a strong belief concerning, are not found 
herein ? 



Object. 4. The baptism in this e&mmtssion 
tannot be the baptism of the Spiritf because 
it is to be administered in the name qf the 
Spirit. 

JSbis. The Greek word is not h^ which sig- 
nifieth in; but ^ which signifies into: so 
that the baptism here commanded is to bap- 
tize into the name^ into the Father^s name^ 
into the Son's name^ into the Spirit's name^ 
by turning them from darkness to light, from 
the power of Satan to God; and then the 
power and life of God's holy Spirit comes 
over their hearts and minds^ and breaketh the 
power of Satan, and washeth their conscien- 
ces from that which is dead, and plungeth or 
dippeth them into that which is living. 

Now as God made them able ministers of 
the New Testament (which is a spiritual min- 
istry, an inward ministry,) and gave them the 
heavenly treasure of life and of his Spirit to 
minister with ; so he required and expected 
of thera the work of the spiritual ministry, 
which was the spiritual teaching vmH spiritual 
baptizing into the inward name. 

But that there was also a baptizing with 
putward water, that I do not deny ; and that 
it was of use, as a type, to the weak and cere- 
Bionious state the Jews were in (when Christ 
sent forth his apostles to gather them out of 
the law-state into the gospel-state) I am also 
s^atisfied in : but it hath been since corrupted, 

*nd set up above its place and every one 

should consider and wait on the Lord, to 
know what God requires and will accept of 
bim. For the kingdom of God stands not 

T 
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fn meats or drinks^ or auy outward wastings, 
iior comes in the way of man's observation, 
but in an heavenly seed, and in the Holy 
Spirit and power of life ; which, happy are 
they who are made partakers of, baptized 
w^itii, and led by. Grod will try every man's 
t*eligion, work and practices, by the true reed 
or measuring line : blessed is he whose reli- 
gion will bear that trial ! 

It is a great matter to knoW the gospel-state 
and ministration, the gospel-Spirit and pow-> 
6r, the gospel-church and ordinances^ the 
words of the holy prophets concerning the day 
of the gospel, the words of Christ concerning 
the kingdom and power of God, the words of 
the apostles concerning the mystery of faith, 
and the Word which was from the beginning. 
These are weighty things, and, of great 
Concernment, about which men may easily 
miss and wrest the scriptures, unless they be 
Enlightened by the Lord in the renewing of 
their minds, and theilr eye kept to the holy 
anointing, that they may not out-run (and so 
imagine and conceive of themselves according 
to their own ability of understanding,) but 
know and keep to the gift and inspiration of 
the Almighty, which giveth true understand- 
ing. iTor as no man knoweth the mind of a 
man, but man^s own spirit within him ; so the 
inin^ of God (in the words which his Spirit 
spake,) no man knoweth but his Spirit. And 
there is ia key of knowledge to open the words 
of scripture by, which they cannot be opened 
without; I mean, such scriptures as relate to 
iha mystery of Mfe aAd salvatibn> which *atf 



always bi4 from the-Mfise and pradept i^ 
^very age. 

The Pharisees had got a great deal of 
knowledge and understanding of th^ law of 
God^ and prophecies of things to qome^ from 
the words of Moses and the prophets ; but they 
had not the key of knowledge ; and " so they 
^rred, not knowing the scriptures," (nqtwith- 
standing all their diligent reading and study* 
ing them^) nor the power of God. 

Every one had need be wary lest he err 
after the same manner^ and so set up his own 
apprehensions from the scriptures, instead of 
God^s truth and the mind of his Holy Spirit ; 
for then he cannot but also oppose that which 
is indeed bis truths and truly agreeable to the 
scriptures, though to man's mis-biassed judg- 
Wt^ni it may seem diiOTerent or contrary. 

The J^ord beget in peqple^s hearts true de« 
9irej9 af^e? hii^self^ and guide them into tli|e 
^fty wherein they may obtain all the desires 
of their souls^ which he begets in theip ^ an^ 
th^ Lord preserve all that fear him, from 
clashing against the present dispensation of 
his life an^ power in their day and generation ! 
The Pharisees little thought they would have 
filled the prophets, had they lived in their 
days : nay, they greatly condemned their 
fathers for so doing ; and yet they themselves 
crucified Christ. And many npw little think 
they would have crucified Christ, had they 
lived in the days of his flesh ; and yet they 
disdain, reproach, and persecute the appear^ 
ance of the same Spirit, life and power, as it 
now appeareth in the saints^ whom he hatt^ 
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redeemed and dwelletb in^ and in wbom tie 
manifesteth himself^ preacheth and sufferetb^ 
whatever men think of them. 

Oh ! blessed are they that are not offended 
in Christ, in the present appearance of his life 
and power ! For they are not offended at him 
who gives life in the Father's name to all that 
receive him and wait upon bim, and worship 
in the quickenings and virtue of bis Spirits 



BRIEF EXTRACTS FROM A PIEOS ENTITIJSD^ 

TJHE new COVENANT OF THE GOSPEL niSTINGUISHf 
ED FROM THE OLD COVENANT OF THE LAW. 

That covenant which God made witb tb* 
Jews at Mount Horeb, when they came out 
of the land of Egypt, wai9 not tobe perpetual ; 
but to make way for that covenant, priestbcwd^ 
lawgiver, and law, which were to be perpetu- 
al. That law, so given forth, made nothing 
perfect; but was a continual hand- writing 
•f ordinances against the Jews ; and the very 
salvation of the Jews was by another cove- 
nant, and by the laws thereof, Deut. xxx. ii. 
by which covenant, and by which law, they 
might be made perfect, and come to the better 
hope. Which other covenant is the covenant 
of grace, or the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus, or the word which is nigh in the 
mouth, and in the heart, and speaks life to 
them that can hear and believe the joyful 
sound of it« 
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Now that thi9 fpnupr covett^at was not te 
abid^)^ but to give place to the other, see Heb. 
viii. which treateth of the new coveuant : for 
God's speaking of a i^^w covenant importeth 
that he b^oi^lf b^th made the first old, ver- 
i3. It had a long continuauce among that 
people of th^ Jewa; but oow against thtt 
coming of Christy who wa;^ to be Jmdiator of 
a better covenant, ver. &• even a new covenaQt^ 
yer. 8. as it had beeu long decaying and wax- 
ing old, 1^0 now ijt was ready to vanish laway^ 
as ver. 13. 

And indeed, it was necessary it sbofild pas^ 
away; for it was upt faultless^ How! not 
Jiiultless ? Wq^ th^re any ^iu in the holy lay> 
and mifiistration of God by Moaes? Can there 
any just blame be found in any thing that 
^proceeded from the Lord 9 Nay, surely th? 
ministration of Moses was holy, and withooi; 
blame; but it was weak through the ftesb^r 
Rom. viii. 3. and therefore God would lay 
that aside, so far as it was weak^ and suited 
to the weakness of a fleshly people, and bring 
instead thereof a ministration of the law in the 
iBpirit, which should be lively and powerful, 
^nd effectual i|i the spirits of his people. 

That vKhich God aimed at in a covenanf, 
l^as to keep him and his people together. 
NoifT this covenant was weak on the people^s 
part ; they continued not in it, and so, accord" 
fng to that covenant, God disregarded tbem^ 
fleb. viii. 9^ Now God finding this covenant 
not able to effect hispurpos.e of loye towards hiir 
people, he finds fault with it, brin^ging forth 
^pther or second^ which this ^ves place to, 
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vcr. 7- And this other covenant, di* new cove- 
nant, is not according to that. How^ rwt ac- 
cording to that? Why thus : it was not writ- 
ten outwardly, as that was. ^^ Not according 
to that which I made with their fathers, when 
I took them hy the hand to lead them oat of 
the laud of Egypt,^^ ver. 9. " For I will put 
my laws in their mind, and write them in their 
hearts,'^ ver. 10. And here they shall learn 
the knowledge of God, every one from the 
least to the greatest, ver. 11. ^^So that all 
the children of this covenant shall be taught 
of the Lord,'^ and learn the law from his 
mouth ; not as it was given at Mount Sinai, 
(which ministration was to the children of 
the old covenant) but as it goes forth out of 
Sion, and from the ^^ Jerusalem which is 
above,^^ which is the mother of all the chihK 
ren of the covenant, and nourisheth them, not 
with the law of Moses, but with the milk of 
her own breasts. 



Wherever this new covenant cometh, 



the other waxeth old, whether to a person or 
people. Wherever the law of the Spirit of 
life is made manifest, the law of the letter i» 
swallowed up in it, and is known no more but 
as it is comprehended, and is brought forth in 
it. And he that is in the Spirit, and hath 
veceived the law of life from the Spirit, know- 
eth not Christ after the flesh ; how much less 
Moses ? Btit taking the whole ministration of 
Moses in the Spirit, not only the ten com- 
mandments, but all the sacrifices, and other 
types also, here they are owned and receiv* 
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ed^ even in Christ the substance : but the tea 
commandments^ so far as they were a shadow^ 
pass away before the Son of righteousness^ 
as well as the other types and shadows of 
the law. 

Moses^ whole ministration (as it stood 



in the letter without) was but a shadow of the 
fulness and perfection of that ministry of th9 
Spirit which was to come^ and to be set up by 
the Son in his house. Heb. iii. 0, 0. Moses' 
people but a shadow of the spiritual people ; 
Moses' priests and sacrifices but a shadow of 
the spiritual priests and sacrifices; Moses' 
law in the letter ministered from Mount Sinai^ 
but a shadow of Christ's law in the Spirit to 
be ministered from Mount Sion, S Cor. iii. 
10, 11. The law itself which was given by 
him, but a shadow of the grace and truth 
which came by Jesus Christ, John i. 17- Of 
whose fulness every believer receives a por- 
tion of the same grace, ^^even grace for 
grace," ver. 16; which grace is to be his 
teacher, both of what he should deny and turn 
from, and how he should live and carry him- 
self both towards God and man. Tit. ii. 11^ 
IS. Look particularly on the commandments^ 
and see if there will not appear something of 
a shadow in them. 

The first commandment to that people^ 
^^That they should have none other goda 
(like the heathen) but him only whose power- 
ful arm had brought them out of Egypt."— 
This is a shadow of the subjection of the 
spiritual Israel singly in Spirit to the Lord of 



i^ritoy who by his migktj am redeemed 
them oat of spiFitual Egypt. Now must they 
bow to other lords no more^ Isii. xxv'u 13. as 
tiiey did bpw \n the land of £^pt (oh I who 
can read this !) but bow alone at the naa^e of 
Jesus^ and be subject to the arm (^ his power 
in their spirits aloiu^ for ever* 

The second coQimandment} ^^That tiiey 
should Dot make any imagies or likenesses of 
things in heaven or earth, pr bow dowa to 
theiin/' is a shsidow of what God requires of 
f piriiual Israel in the mward^ where all liker 
Besses^ inventions^ imitations^ resemblances of 
what they have seen in the Spirit above^ or 
beneath in the earthly nature^ they must not 
make themselyef^ nor bow t9 a}iph i|s any 
ipthersmake. 

And they must not ^^Tak^ ti^e name (of 
the Lord their Redeemer) in vain,'^ pretend- 
ing to the living power when it manifesta 
not itself in them ; pretending to meet in the 
living name^ and to worship in the Spirit^ 
when they jare gone astray from it^ and be* 
come strangers to it. What should I men- 
tion any more ? It is easy to observe bow the 
pther commandments wei« shadows ol the 
inward innoeency and purity^ which tj^e be* 
f iever receives inwardly into his heart from 
the powerful operation of the law of tli^ 
Bpirit of life in him. 

Object. But ffifiy o^ny of theas laws be hrpkr 
en ? If they may not be broken^ then they qt^ 
ferpetual. 

•dns. The reason why they may not ba 
f^roketf' is not because that the disp.ensatioii 



of them is still in force^ bat because the dis^ 
pensation of the law of the Spirit cmaprehenda 
all the righteousness of Moses' law : and th6 
end of Christ's dissolving that covenant was 
not that any might have liberty to do any 
thing which is there manifested to be unright- 
eous ; but that the righteousness of it might 
be fulfilled in them who receive his law in 
the Spirit^ which never could be fulfilled by 
receiving of Moses' law in the tetter. Rom. 
viii. 4. And mark this diligently^ ye that 
have been exercised in the Spirit towards 
God : the law of sin is nearer to us than any 
law of the letter can come ; the covenant of 
death and hell (with the laws thereof) are 
written within by the finger of Satan; and 
that which blots them out must be as neari 
even an inward covenant^ an inward writing 
from the eternal Word in the hearty by the 
law of his eternal Spirit of life. 

This then is my answer : Moses' law iit 
substance remains, as^ it is taken in by Christy 
and administered by him in Spirit ; but not 
as it was given in the letter to the Jews : fop 
so it was a shadow^ making nothing perfect f 
but making way for the better hope, for the 
covenant established upon better promises^ 
for the inward law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus ; which effects that in the spirits 
of his people; which Moses' law could by uq 
Aieaus do« 



THE SATVM^f 1^»JB» iNTEJfTs. 4KP ^BBF^if 11? Ql 

Tm» IB a gmt mystery, hW from the fje 
of man^ wIiq is ruq from tbe iDiward life mt<) 
outward observatiopfi. He cannot se^ ^ithei 
that this is required by the Lord of hi» peopbi 
or aoy edificatioa tbereip, or beoe^t tbereby } 
bat to the mind that is drawn inward the thing 
16 plain ; and the building up hereby in \h^ 
life of God, and fellowship one with anotheif 
therein, ia sweetly felt j and pre€io^^ refresbi 
nent from the presence ^ the Lord i'ec^iYe4 
>y them, who i^ngly herein wait «pop bi« 
according to the l^adingsi and wqnirings «f 
bis Holy Spirit Now to open the thing a lit* 
tie to the uprigbt-hearted, if tb? I^ord ple^s^ 

After the mind is in some ipeasnro turae^ 
In the Lord, his qniokenin^^ f^lt, his s?ed be- 

S'nning to ariso and spring up in the he^rti 
en the flenb is to be pilent before him, *n4 
tjia aoul to wait upon him, and for his further 
appearings, in that measure of life which 19 
already revealed* Now this is a great thing 
to know flesh silenced, to feel the reasoning 
thoughts, and discourses of the fleshly inin4 
fttilled, and the wisdom, light, and guidance 
of God^a Spirit waited for. For man is ta 
come into the poverty of self, into the ahase- 
edness, into the nothingness, into the silence 
of his spirit before the Lord ; into the putting 
off of all his knowledge, wisdom, understand- 
ing; abilities^ all that he iS; hath done^ or can 
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do^ out of this measure of life*, intA ^lii/^b he 
is to travel, that he may be clothed and filled 
with the nature^ Spirit, and power of the 
liOrd. 

Now in this measure of life which is of 
Christ, and in which Christ is, and appears 
to the soul, there is the power of life and 
death ; power to kill to the flesh, and powe^ 
to quicken to Ood ; power to cause the soul 
to cease frofn its own workings, and power to 
work in and for the soul what Grod requires^ 
and what is acceptable in his sight. And in 
this God is to be waited upon and worship* 
ed continually, both in private and in public^ 
according as his Hpirit draws and teaches. 

For the Lord requireth uf his people not 
euly to worship him apart, but to meet to*- 
gether to worship him, in the seasoUs, and 
according to the drawings, of his Spirit: and 
tiiey that are taught of him, dare not forsake 
^e assembling of themselves together, as the 
fiianner of some is; but watch against the 
temptations and snares, which the enemy laye 
to deceive them therefrom, and to disturb their 
sense by, that they might not feel the draw* 
i'figs of the Father thereunto. 

And this is the manner of their worship. 
They al'e to wait upon the Lord, to meet in 
the silence of flesh, and to watch for the stir- 
rings of his life, and the breaking forth of his 
power ainongst themi. And in the breakings 
forth of that power they may pray, speak^ 
exhort, rebuke, sing, or mourn, &c. according 
as the Spirit teaches, requires, and gives ut- 
terance. But if the Spirit do not require to 
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spMk, and give fo ntter, then every one is td 
flit still in his place (in his heavenly place I 
mean) feeling his own measure^ feeding there- 
upon, receiving therefrom^ into his spirit^ what 
the Lord giveth* Now in this is edifying^ 
pnre edifying, precious edifying; his soul 
who thus waits, is hereby particularly edified 
by the Spirit of the Lord at every meeting. 
And then also there is the life of the whole 
felt in every vessel that is turned to its meas- 
ure ; insomuch as the warmth of life in each 
vessel doth not only warm the particular, but 
they are like an heap of fresh and living coals, 
w^arming one another, insomuch as a great 
strength, freshness, and vigour of life flows 
into all. And if any be burthened, tempted^ 
buffeted by Satan, bowed down, overborne, 
languishing, afflicted, distressed, &c. the es- 
tate of such is felt in Spirit, and secret cries, 
or open (as the Lord pleaseth) ascend up to 
the Lord for them, and they many times find 
ease and relief, in a few words spoken, or 
without words, if it be the season of their 
help and relief with the Lord. 

For absolutely silent meetings, wherein 
there is a resolution not to speak, we know 
not ; but we wait on the Lord, either to feel 
him in words, or in silence of spirit without 
words, as he pleaseth. And that w^hich we 
aim at, and are instructed to by the Spirit of 
the Lord as to silent meetings, is that the 
flesh in every one be kept silent, and that 
there be no building up, but in the Spirit and 
power of the Lord* 



Now there are several states of people: 
some feel little of the Lord's presence ; but 
feel temptations and thoughts^ with many 
wanderings and rovings of mind. These are 
not yet acquainted with the power^ or at least 
know not its dominion, but rather feel domin- 
ion of the evil over the good in them. And 
this is a sore travailing and mournful state^ 
and meetings to such as these, many times, 
may seem to themselves rather for the worse 
than for the better. Yet even these, turning, 
as much as may be, from such things, and 
cleaving (or at least in truth of heart desiring 
to cleave) to that which disliketh or witness- 
eth against th^m, have acceptance with the 
Lord herein ; and continuing to wait in this 
trouble and distress (keeping close to meet- 
ings, in fear and subjection to the Lord who 
requireth it, though with little appearing ben- 
efit,) do reap an hidden benefit at present, 
and shall reap a more clear and manifest ben- 
efit afterwards, as the Lord wasteth and 
weareth out that in them, wherein the dark- 
ness hath its strength. Now to evidence that 
the Lord doth require these silent meetings, 
or meetings after this manner silent, it may 
thus appear. 

Ood is to be worshipped in spirit, in his 
own power and life, and this is at his own 
disposal. His church is a gathering in the 
Spirit. If any man speak there, he must 
speak as the oracle of God, as the vessel out 
of which God speaks ; as the trumpet out of 
which he gives the sound. Therefore there 
is to be a waiting in silence, till the Spirit of 
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the Ijord move to speak^ and also give words 
to speak. For a man is not to speak his own 
words, or in his own wisdom or time ; but the 
Spirit's words, in the Spirit's wisdom and 
time, which is when he moves and gives to 
speak. And seeing the Spirit inwardly nonr- 
isheth, when he giveth not to speak words, 
the inward sense and nourishment is to be 
waited for, and received as it was given when 
there are no words. Yea, the ministry of the 
Spirit and life is more close and immediate 
when without words, than when with words, 
as has been often felt, and is faithfully testified 
by many witnesses. Eye hath not seen^ nor 
e^ir lieard, neither hath entered into the heart 
of man, how and what things God reveals to 
his children by his Spirit, when they wait 
upon him in his pure fear, and worship and 
converse with him in spirit; for then the 
fountain of the great deep is unsealed, and 
the everlasting springs surely give up the 
pure and living water. 



SOME FUnTHER REMABKS COKCERX HV^G THE TRUE 

CHURCH AND MIITISTRY. 

There is a great noise in the world about 
church and ministry. Many are affirming 
which is it, and many are doubtful and ^- 
quiring about it; and many are truly and 
groundedly satisfied, having received the 
knowledge of the thing from God, who is not 
deceived about it, nor deceiveth any, but giv- 
eth the true understanding of these and otber 



831 

things^ to tlieHi that wait upon him arighi;; 
to wit^ in his fear, and in the silence of the 
fleshly wise part before him. Now I have a 
testimony to give concerning these tilings^ 
which that ear which is of God can hear^ and 
to that I desire to speak. 

That is the church which is the spiritual 
body of Christ. The church is Christ's 
spouse, he the husband. The head is living, 
and so are all the members of the body. The 
head is anointed, and the oil wherewith the 
head is anointed, runs down from the head 
upon all the body ; and that upon which the 
oil runs not, is none of the body. Now no 
outwa^ thing can make one a member of this 
body ; much less can any outward thing, way, 
profession ofr practice, make a church. The 
church under the law was made so by out- 
ward things, by an outward gathering, an 
outward circumcision, an outward law, an 
outwatd worship, &c. but the gOspel is a state 
of substHnce, a state of the invisible things^ of 
persons invisibly gathered by the Spirit into 
the life and power of God, inwardly circum- 
cised, inwardly baptised with the Holy Ghos<^ 
and with fire, inwardly worshipping in Spirit 
and truth, bowing at every sound and name 
of the Lord Jesus : and what is of an out- 
ward state here, is brought forth and preserv- 
ed by the power of the inward appearing, and 
dwelling in it. So that this is the church 
now : a people gathered by the life and Spirit 
of the Lord ; a people gathered by the power 
from on high, abiding in the power, acting in 
the power, worshipping in the power, keeping 
in the holy order and government of life (both 
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inwardly in their own hearts^ and outwardlj^ 
in their assemblings and walkings) by the 
power. Christ was made a king^ priest^ and 
prophet^ not after the law of a carnal com- 
mandment^ but after the power of an endless 
life ; and in this power he gathers^ governs^ 
and preserves his churchy and ministereth 
from^ and by, his Spirit and power in it. — 
Now find this power of the endless life^ find 
a people any where gathered by this power, 
and in this power ; there is the church, there 
is the living body, there is Christ the head, 
whose dominion and strength is over all, 
against whom the gates of hell cannot prevaiL 

And so for the ministers of this church. 
The same thing that gives to know the 
church, gives to know the ministers thereof; 
for they also are of God, called by him, re- 
ceiving power from him, and abiding and 
ministering in that power. 

And indeed, unless the ministers of 

the gospel be in the Spirit, in the life, in the 
power, how can they minister to the nature, 
to the spirit, to the life in the body ? yea, so 
much as to the least member in the body? 
They may minister outward knowledge to the 
man's wisdom, to the man^s understanding; 
but that is not the food that is to be minister- 
ed to the church, nor is that part in man to be 
fed by the true minister. But they are to 
minister life (living food) from the living 
fountain, from the head, from the Spirit of 
Christ in them, to the particular members un- 
der their charge ; and so are to be good stew- 
ards and shepherds to the flock, giving every 
one their proper portion in due season., 
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COI7SIDEBATI6X9 OK THE STAT£ 6^ I9RABI* 

Many deep considemtious have been upon my heart 
concerning the state of Israel^ both past, present, 
and to come ; some of which I find drawings to 
communicate ; together with some Questions and 
Answers concerning Unity. 

The considerations concerning Israel are thes^ 

which follow : 

The precious living state which my soul 
remembereth to have been about the beginning 
of the late troubles of this nation^ when Israel 
-was bent to seek after the Lord^ and applied 
their hearts to wait upon him in fastings^ and 
earnest supplications^ wherein my heart hath 
often had the testimony that they were accept- 
ed of him^ and had many times the seal of his 
presence and power among them: yea^ my 
heart did truly unite >vith and enjoy the Lord 
in what was then given forth^ and I can never 
be drawn to deny the truth and worth of that 
dispensation; though I know it was swallow- 
ed up by a greater desolation soon following 
after^ and since by the breaking forth of a 
mote lively disi>ensation. 

S. The over-running of that state by the 
subtilty of the enemy, drawing the minds of 
the simple and upright-hearted from the liv- 
ing feeling, and from the inward power of 
religion^ into the disputations and contentions 
about forms of worship and church-govern- 
meat, ^hich drew out the reasoning part^ and 
withdrew the spirit of the mind from feeding 
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on its proper nonrishment ; and so life decayed 
in the spirit^ while wisdom^ and knowledge^ 
and subtilty increased in the understanding. 
And so the upright- hearted^ missing of life 
where before they had found it^ were scattered 
up and down to seek after it ; and those who 
abode where they were, grew dry, barren, and 
contentious; losing the savour, sweetness, 
meekness, love, and indeed whatever was liv- 
ing and precious, and remained fixing their 
minds on that which the Lord had departed 
from. Oh ! the darkness and misery of this 
state ! Oh ! the pain of the hearts where life 
was stirring, for want of the living God ! Oh ! 
the death and formality of those that were 
dead and formal ! Surely, had not the !Lord 
pitied his people in this state, and appeared 
to them in his life and power, (which this 
great desolation made way for) it . had been 
determined concerning Israel for ever: for 
death had overgrown the generality, and 
life was even gasping and expiring in the 
single-hearted. 

3. The precious breaking forth of the Lord 
(at this dismal time, in this hour of distress 
and desperate condition of Israel) in some 
hidden vessels, whom he had kept waiting 
upon him, and whom he bad preserved fresh 
in the sense of him ; to whom his appearance 
was very glorious, to whom he opened the 
state of the earth, and the state of his people^ 
giving them the everlasting gospel to preach 
to the inhabitants of the earth, and promising 
them that his Spirit and power should go 
along with them, bidding thorn go forth to till 
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and dresfl the eartb^ and to gather his people 
into his fold. And who can ntter what the 
glory of this light was^ in its shining and 
breaking forth in their hearts ! How welcome 
to their weary souls, how pleasant to the eye 
of their spirits^ how demonstrative and satis- 
factory to their hearts ! Oh ! the joy of that 
day (sorely it can never be forgotten by them) 
wherein they sensibly felt the pouring down 
of the Spirit of life npon them, and their hearts 
gathered into the bosom of eternal rest^ and 
their souls and bodies sanctified^ and set apart 
for the Lord^ and his service. 

4. The contemptible means God put into 
their hands to work this work by ; which was 
not by preaching any new thing, but by direct- 
ing to a principle which God had already bid 
in the earth of every man's hearty and which 
was to be known by its divine nature and 
lights turning against and reproving sin ; testi- 
fying that this was the way the Lord of heaven 
and earth had chosen^ to bring his sons and 
daughters into the power and glory of his life. 
Oh ! what heart can receive this, what eye 
can see any beauty in this^ but that which the 
Lord toucheth and openeth ! I testify (in the 
sense of life) that the wisdom of man^ yea^ 
the wisdom of Israel corrupted, cannot but 
despise and turn from this. Is not this the 
lowest of all dispensations ? Is not this com- 
mon to all mankind ? Doth not this fall short 
(in itself^ as I may say^ and as it hath form- 
erly been dispensed) of the dispensation of 
the law of Moses to the Jews^ much more of 
the dispensation by Christ and his apostles ? 
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'Who wonld have l<>oked for liie h&rd bere ! 
And yet this hath the Lord chosen to gath^ 
his people by, and to appear to the world in ; 
and hath gathered the life^ virtne, and sub- 
stance of all former dispensations into it^ as 
those who are gathered thereby^ and have 
waited upon him therein^ and felt the natare 
and power of his life^ (and seen things past^ 
present, and to come) are living witnesses of^ 
against all the gainsayings, thoughts^ and 
reasonings of flesh and blood. 

0. The contempdbleness of the vessels^ 
which the Lord chose to ftll with this treas- 
ure, and to let forth this dispensation of his 
life through. They were for the most part 
mean, ad to the outward ; country youths of 
no deep understanding, or ready expression, 
but very fit to be despised every where by the 
wisdom of man, and only to be owned in the 
power of that life wherein they came fdrth. 
How ridiculous was their manner of coming 
forth and s^pearance to the eye of man! 
About what poor trivial circumstances, habits, 
gestures, and things, did they seem to lay 
great weight, and make great matters of mo- 
ment! How far did they seem from being 
acquainted with the mysteries and depths of 
religion I But their chief preaching was re* 
pentanee^ and about a light wxthiny (tnd of 
turning to thni, and proclaiming the great 
and terrible dajf of the Lord to be at hand, / — ^ 
wherein I confess my heart exceedingly des- 
pised them, and cannot wonder that any wise 
man, or sort of profesiSKirs, did, or do yet, des- 
pise them. Yea, they themselves were very 
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sensible of their own weaknesg^ and uniitneM 
for that great work and service wherewith the 
Lord had honoured them^ and of their inabil- 
ity to reason with man ; and so (in the fear 
and in the watch of their spirits) kept close 
to their testimony, and to the movings of his 
power, not mattering to answer or satisfy the 
reasoning part of man, but singly minding the 
reaching to, and raising of, that to which 
their testimony was. 

6. The blessing that God gave to this his 
dispensation of life in their hands. Oh ! how 
did the Lord prosper them in gathering his 
scattered wandering sheep into his fold of 
Test! How did their words drop down like 
dew, and refresh the hungry thirsty souls t 
How did they reach to the life in those to 
whom they ministered, raising up that which 
lay dead in the grave, to give a living testi- 
mony to the living voice of God in them ! — « 
How did they batter the wisdom and reason- 
ings of man, making the loftiness thereof 
stoop and bow to the weak and foolish babe 
of the begettings of life ! Eye hath not seen, 
ear hath not heard, nor hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive, what the power 
of life hath wrought, through them, in the 
hearts and consciences of those, who have 
longed after, and waited for, the Lord. Oh ! 
the breathings and meltings of soul, the sense 
of the living presence of God, the subjecting 
of the heart unto the Lord, the awakening of 
and giving strength unto his witness, the falU 
ing down and weakening of the powers of 
darkness, the clear shining of the light of lif<$ 
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itt the hearty and flie «weet maaing of Hw 
pure streams thereof into the enlivened sonls, 
which hath often been known and sealed te 
from the powerful appearance of God in their 
aiinistry! Indeed "when I have consideared 
these and such like thhi^ in my heart, and 
narrowly marked them in my converse with 
them, I have been often forced to cry oat con- 
Gerning them^ Truly here i$ man very weak 
and contemptible ; hut God very ^oriotta and 
powerful. And indeed, when at any time I 
looked on the man^ I was hardly able to for- 
bear disdaining them ; but, on the <itfaer hand^ 
when the eye of my spirit beheld the power 
and glory of the Lord in them^ I could hard- 
ly fwbear over-esteeming and exalting them. 
7* 1^6 glory which the Lord advanced 
these vessels to, since his begbintng to mnk^ 
use of them. How hath he enriched them 
with gifts and abilities, and every wa.y fitted 
them for the service and employment lie hath 
bad for them ! How hath he enlarged their 
ministry, that they who had very little to say, 
either by way of declaration or disputation at 
firsts now abound with strength, and abund^ 
antly surpass the knowledge and wisdom both 
of the worlds and of other professors of reli* 
gion ! The Lwd indeed hath adorned them^ 
putting his beauty upon them^ and causing 
them to grow up in his strength and in Us 
wisdom. This mine eye hath seen, and often 
took notice of, blessing the name of the Lord, 
and praying to him for their preservation. — 
And surely whoever he be, that hath either 
known himself, or heard the relation of the 
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porerty et these young striplingg^ when they 
first came forth in the power of the Lord^ how 
empty in themselves they then were^ how 
sensibly they went up and down of their own 
weakness^ how little they had to say to people 
that came to observe them and inquire of 
tliem^ how afraid they were to be drawn 
from their watcfa^ at what a distance they 
stood from entering into reasoning about 
things; I say^ he that did hnow^ and dotb 
consider this^ and shall also behold how the 
liord hath advanced them since^ making them 
mighty and honourable with his gifts and 
abilities^ (with the beauty whereof the very 
man flourisheth to the sight of every eye that 
is^ in any measure truly open) cannot but ac- 
knowledge the change to be wonderfiiL 

8. I have had the sense and consideration 
of this also in my hearty that their danger is 
now greater than when they were poorer, 
weaker^ and not so enriched and gifted by 
the Lord. The enemy is very subtil and' 
watchful, and there is danger to Israel all 
along, both in the poverty and in the riches ; 
but the greater danger is in the riches : be- 
cause then man is apt to forget GDd, and to 
lose somewhat of the sense of his dependence, 
(which keeps the soul low and safe in the life) 
and also to suffer somewhat of exaltation to 
creep upon him, which presently in a degree 
corrupts and betrays him. The heart that is 
in any measure lifted up in itself ^ so far it is 
not upright in the Lord. Let every one feel 
this, waiting to be preserved, and praying for 
those who are most beautified by gifts and 
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abilities from the life, because* in this respect 
(and at this time) their danger is greatest* 
When Israel is poor^ low, weak, trembling, 
seeing no loveliness nor worthiness in him- 
self, but depending upon the mere mercy and 
tender bowels of the Lord in the free covenant 
of his love, &c. then is Israel safe. But when 
he hath a being given him in the life, and is 
richly adorned with the ornaments of life, and 
comes to have the power itself in his hand to 
make use of, then is he in more danger of be- 
ing somewhat of himself, and of . forgetting 
him that formed him, (being apt to make use 
of his gifts without such an immediate sense 
of the giver as he had in his trembling and 
weak estate) and so of departing out of that 
humble, tender, abased, contrite state, and 
ti(B|l)^r of spirit^ wherein he was still 
preserved. 



 O dear friends ! who know the pre- 
iciousness of life, and desire the preservation 
of the Lord in your several conditions, let us 
tfear the Lord, and his goodness to us, remem- 
bering what a low ebb we were at when the 
Lord visited us, and how freely he visited, 
and how freely he daily preserveth, that we 
may not be hardened or lifted up against the 
world, or against any sort of professors ; but 
may magnify the grace which hath made and 
keepetb up the difference between us and them, 
praying to the Lord for them, and watching 
for the hour of his mercy to them, exercising 
all manner of sweetness, and meekness, and 
long-suffering towards them in the mean time ; 
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also pitying and bearing with all the tempted 
ones among ourselves^ as such who are sensi- 
ble that we also may be tempted^ and that 
understand the ground why we fall not by the 
temptation. 

What shall I say more ? There are three 
Queries appearing in my view, in relation to 
this thing, which the hearts of some may de- 
sire satisfaction about ; to which I find some- 
what, in way of answer, springing up in me. . 

Query 1. How may a man, whom the Lord 
hath exalted by gifts and services to him, be 
preserved from falling ? 

•Arts. 4. There is that which waiteth to pre- 
serve, and is still stretching forth its hand, to 
keep to itself that which it hath gathered; 
which being hearkened and yielded unto in its 
discoveries and warnings, will not fail to de- 
liver the soul from the danger and snares of 
every condition. 

S. There is the free mercy and love of the 
covenant, wherein the soul may find help and 
pity, although it should be somewhat tainted 
and entangled with the snares of the enemy. 

8, There is a proper frame or state of spir- 
it ; to wit, of humility and brokenness, which 
is fit for Israel in every condition ; but more 
especially when he is exalted in the dominion 
and power of life, and honoured with great 
gifts and services for the Lord. In this Israel 
is safe : and happy is he who is not suflTered 
to abide in any degree of exaltation of spirit ; 
but is brought down again (through the tender 
mercy and love of the Lord) into this, though 
by the buffetings of Satan. [2 Cor. xii. 7] 

w 



Query S. How may the little ones, if the 
Lord should suffer any (of such as have been 
very eminent in his service J to decline and 
falU how may they he preserved from falling 
with him or them f 

Jlns. Keeping to the measure of life in the 
particular^ and not valuing others by an ap- 
prehension concerning them ; but only know- 
ing and honouring them as they are felt and 
discerned in the life : this will preserve every 
particular^ that is thus ordered^ from being 
tainted with any of their snares or deviations. 
O Israel ! O little habes ! know no man after 
the flesh; but the Lord alone in his living 
Spirit. For man is but a vessel, wherein the 
life may appear or disappear at pleasure ; and 
the Lord is not engaged to make use of man 
in his service, further than he seeth good. 
The Lord may appear where he halh never 
appeared before, and he may not appear 
where he hath hitherto appeared very fre- 
quently and powerfully.* Oh ! know the life 
in thine own heart, that is to be the judge in 
thee concerning the appearances of life in 
others. If that judge not, be still and silent 
in thy heart, waiting for its judgment : when 
that judgeth, let all thy thoughts and reason- 
ings be bowed down under it. Let man have 
no more than his due, while the Lord pleas- 
eth to make use of him ; and to such there 
will accrue no great shaking or damage, when 
the Lord layeth aside any of his own instru- 

*It is evident that the Author does not mean this 
m an arbitrary sense. 
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iiient9. But if any thing but the life judge, 
it will still either be setting up^ or throwing 
clown^ man: whereby there will come lo^ 
on either hand in the issue, to all such who 
thus act. 

Query 3. How may any such, as have fallen 
from an high and glorious state in the power 
and dominion of l\fey he again recovered P 

•in$. Indeed this is a very difficult thing : 
not because the mercy and power of the Lord 
is at a loss to or concerniug man in this state ; 
but because this condition sets a man's spirit 
at so great a distance from the use of that' 
remedy which the Lord hath appointed for 
man's recovery. It is very hard to bring such 
an one to a sense of his loss (whereby the 
depth of his fall might be prevented) until he 
be gone very far ; and the farther he goes in 
his declining from the life, the harder will his 
recovery be. Again ; it is hard for such an 
one to become so poor, and lie so low and so 
long at the foot of God's grace, as also to be 
contented to be so laid aside and not made 
use of, as the Spirit of the Lord may judge 
necessary for him, to bring him into a perfect 
abasement of spirit, and to work that perfectly 
out of him whereby the enemy now entered to 
betray him : yea, the judgment of the Lord 
(the righteous and severe judgment of the 
Lord) is hard to be borne in this state ; and it 
is much if such a vessel do not break here, in. 
its new forming on the wheel. Yet that 
which boweth before the Lord, being willing 
to be smitten and abased by him, and to lie 
under his correction and judgment his season. 
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without doubt restore into his favour^ if not 
also into the honour of his service again. 

Object. But some tender hewrt may say 
("which feeleth many weaknesses^ much unie- 
lief^ and the danger offaUing daily^J If this 
he truey Oh ! what will became of me / If 
such as these be liable to fall, and to fall so 
dangerously^ how shall I stand / I was wound- 
ed enough before with the sense of my own 
condition ; but this affrighteth me much more. 

Jins. O tender heart ! the enemy may make 
use of this to trouble and afflict thee ! but it 
was not so intended by the Lord^ who is very 
full of unutterable bowels^ and who hath a 
day of bowels for thy state ; yea^ his day^ 
which hath already dawned^ is so dawning 
as to reach thee. The Lord hath not yet done 
gathering his scattered sheep^ nor yet shewn 
the utmost skill he hath, either to gather, or 
to preserve ; and the state of the weakest, un- 
der the preserving power of the Lord, is safe. 
Oreat are the diseases of Israel ; great is yet 
the loss of scattered souls, which as yet know 
not the call of the Shepherd ; and if at any 
time they do feel a touch thereof, are easily 
reasoned again out of it, and driven back by 
the thoughts of their own hearts. Oh ! great, 
great also is the skill of the Shepherd, and his 
hand very tender, which the Lord is patting 
forth for the help of these ; blessed be his 
name. And as the condition of these needs 
and requires that from the nature and soul of 
the Lord, which the conditions of others do 
not require; so the nature of the Lcnrd hath 
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mercy aitd love in it to answer tl^ir states^ 
and will give it ont in his day and season**-^ 
Oh ! let none be offended thereat. Let no eye 
throughout all Israel be evil^ because the 
Lord is exceeding good. If he please to kill 
the fatted calf, and set it before his prodigal 
son^ let none that have walked faithfully with 
him in any dispensation be offended thereat : 
but rather let all^ in whom is life, stand ready 
to shout at the issuings forth of love and mer- 
cy, in the varieties of the dispensations there- 
of^ according to the need and capacity of every 
sort of vessels, prepared by the Lord to re- 
ceive it. Therefore, O tJiou afflicted ! tossed 
with tempests^ and not comforted, thou shalt 
know and feel this from the Lord, that he 
knoweth how to bring home his consolations 
to thy soul, and: to cast thee into the mould of 
his life^ and bring thee forth in the power of 
his righteousness ; and that he needeth not to 
find any worthiness or righteousness in thee ; 
for be can create and make room for it in thy 
heart ; yea, he can begin, carry on, and per- 
fect his work in thee, for his own name's sake. 
And to thee, O broken soul 1 1 cannot so much 
aay, do this, or believe this ; but rather y the 
JUyrd will work in thee; yea, the Lord will 
quicken faith in thee, and rmse up his own 
nature from the seed of his own life^ which he 
himself hath sown in thy inward partSy and 
iciU notfaU to preserve. 

Besides,, this broken state of thine (where- 
in the vileness and weakness of self is daily 
fell, with the exceeding great need of the 
Lord's preserving power and mercy) is a safe 

w3 
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0tate ; towards which^ that wbich (alone) prc« 
servethy is continually issuiDg forth in the 
bowels of his tenderness. And thoagh thon 
dost not see the love of the Lord^ and his ten- 
der care oyer thee (and so wan test the comfort 
of thine own condition); yet it is never a whit 
the less in the heart and Spirit of the Lord 
towards thee ; and in divers respects I may 
say^ it is better for thee at present to want 
the sight of it. I am satisfied in my heart 
concerning the nature and ways of the Lord; 
and I know there is that mercy in him which 
my soul crieth for ; and that it is not only 
treasured up^ but about to be issued forth to- 
wards those for whose sakes the cry is unto 
bim for it. The Lord will arise^ and have 
mercy upon Sion^ even upon the mourners 
and distressed-ones in Sion j be will say to 
them who are of a fearful hearty and momm 
bitteriy because of their unbelief (finding 
themselves as unable to believe now for right- 
eousness; as ever the Jews were to work for 
it ;) be strong ; stand still ; wait on me your 
God ; behold; my righteousness is ready to 
be revealed; and I am bringing that faith 
with me which ye want; to give your souls 
the entrance into my promises; and into my 
divine nature promised. Ye are my lambS; 
and my bosom is for yoU; and thither will I 
gather you ; yea; ye have already conceived^ 
and are with young; though ye know it not ; 
and I will lead you on gently in a way that 
ye cannot; nor never shall; know; as ye would 
know it ; but shall not want or miss of that 
knowledge thereof; that I see good for you* 



I will beget a deeper life in y<m^ and bring 
it forth after a deeper way of dispensation 
than ye have yet been acquainted witb^ or 
than your understandings can comprehend; 
but in the death which I am bringing upon 
you^ and in the travailing pangs which ye 
shall feel in your hearts^ shall it spring up in 
you and be brought forth. O dear lambs i 
mind the quickenings of life^ and the savour 
and sense which the Lord begets in the heart, 
and let the outward knowledge (even of what 
ye have had experience) go^ but as the Lord 
quickens it; and mind not the noises of 
thoughts and reasonings about things^ which 
the souPs enemy will be striving to fill yon 
with, and batter you by ; but sink down from 
these, and wait to feel that which lies beneath 
them ; in the free nature, life, virtue, power, 
and motions whereof alone is your souVs sal- 
vation ; and if ye cannot receive the sense of 
this direction at present, wait on the Lord 
either for it, or for what other manifestatioa 
or tender help he shall please to give forth 
«nto you. 
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80M£ Q.UESTIONS AND AKSWEBS CONCERKINQ 

SPIRITUAL UNITY. 

1. What u sfdrittud unity? 

Jin$. The aieetiiig of the same spiritual na- 
ture in divers^ in one and the same spiritual 
centre or streams of life* When the spirits or 
souls of creatures are begotten by one power 
into one life^ and meet in heart there ; so far 
as they thus meet^ thete is troie umty among 
them. 

S. Wherein doth this unity consist P 

Ans. In the life^ in the nature^ in the Spirit 
wherein they are all begotten^ and of which 
they are formed^ and where their meeting is. 
It cmisists not in any outward or inward thing 
of an inferior nature ; but cmly keeps within 
the limits and bounds of the same nature. — 
The doing the same things the thinking the 
same thing, tiie speaking the same things this 
doth not unite here in this state^ in this nature ; 
but only th^ doing, w thinking, or speaking 
of it in the same life* Yea, though the doings 
or thoughts, or words be divers ; yet if they 
proceed from the same principle and nature, 
there is a true unity felt therein, where the 
life alone is judge. 

3. How is the unity preserved ? 

Jlns. Only by abiding in the life ; only by 
keeping to the power, and in the principle, 
from whence the unity sprang, and in which 
it stands. Here is a knitting of natures^ and 
a fellowjship in the same spiritual centre.—- 
Here the divers and different motions of sev- 



eral members in the body (thus coming from 
the life and Spirit of the body) are known to^ 
and owned by^ the same life^ where it is fresh 
and sensible. It is not keeping up an outward 
knowledge^ or belief concerning things^ that 
unites^ nor keeping up an outward conformity 
in actions^ &c. for these may be held and 
done by another part in man^ and in anothef 
nature ; but it is by keeping and acting in 
that which did at first unite. In this there is 
neither matter nor room for division ; and he 
that is within these limits^ cannot but be 
found in the oneness. 

4. How is the unity interrupted f 
•ins. By the interposition of any thing <tf 
a different nature or spirit from the life.-— 
When any thing of the earthly or sensual 
part comes between the soul and the life^ this 
interrupts the souPs unity with the life itself; 
and it also interrupts its unity with the life in 
others^ and the anity of the life in others with 
it. Any thing of the man^s spirit^ of the man's 
wisdom^ of the man's will^ not bowed down 
and brought into subjection^ and so not com- 
ing forth in and under the authority and 
guidance of life; in this is somewhat of the 
nature of division : yea, the very knowledge 
of truth, and holding of it forth by the man's 
wisdom, and in his will, out of the movings 
and power of the life, brings a damp upon the 
life, and interrupts the unity ; for the life in 
pthers cannot unite with this in spirit, though 
it may own the words to be true. 

0. How may unity be recovered^ jf at any 
time decaying P . 
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Jtn$. In the Lord alone is the recovery of 
Israel, from any degree of loss in any kind, at 
any time ; who alone can teach to retire into^ 
and to be found in that wherein the unity is 
and stands, and into which division cannot 
enter. This is the way of restoring unity to 
Israel, upon the sense of any want thereof; 
even every one, through the Lord's help, i*e- 
tiring, in his own particular, and furthering 
the retirings of others to the principle of life, 
that every one there may feel the washing 
from what hath in any measure corrupted, 
and the new-begetting into the power of life. 
From this the true and lasting unity will 
apring amain, to the gladdening of all hearts 
that know the sweetness of it, and who can- 
not but naturally and most earnestly desire 
it. Oh ! mark therefore ! the way is not by 
striving to beget into one and the same ap- 
prehension concerning things, nor by endeav- 
curing to bring into one and the same prac- 
tices ; but by alluring and drawing into that 
wherein the unity consists, and which brings 
it forth in the vessels, which are seasoned 
therewith and ordered thereby. And from 
this let all wait for the daily new and living 
knowledge, and for the ordering of their con- 
versations and practices in that light, and 
drawings thereof, and in that simplicity and 
integrity of heart which the Spirit of life at 
present holdeth forth and worketh in them ; 
and the life will be felt, and the name of ths 
Lord praised in all the tents of Jacob, and 
through all the inhabitants of his Israel ; and 
there will be but one hearty and one soul, and 
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one spirit^ and one mindf and one way ani 
power of life f and what is already wrought 
in every heart, the Lord will be anknowledg- 
ed in, and his name praised ; and the Lord^s 
season contentedly waited for his filling up of 
what is wanting any where. So the living 
God fihe God of Israel, the God of everlast- 
ings tender bowels and compassions to Israel J 
fill ^e vessels of his heritage with his life^ 
and cause the peace and love of his holy nature 
and Spirit to descend upon their dwellings^ 
and to spring up powerfully in them towards 
his living truths and towards one another. 

And let all strive to excel in tenderness, 
and in long- suffering, and to be kept out of 
hard and evil thoughts one of another, and 
from harsh interpretations concerning any 
thing relating to one another. Oh ! this is 
unworthy to be found in an Israelite towards 
an Egyptian; but exceeding shameful and 
inexcusable to be found in one brother towards 
another. How many weaknesses doth the 
liord pass by in us ! How ready is he to in- 
terpret every thing well concerning his disci- 
ples, that may bear a good interpretation ! — 
^^ The spirit,'^ saith he, ^^ is willing ; but the 
flesh is weak.'^ When they had been all 
scattered from him upon his death, he did not 
afterwards upbraid them ; but sweetly gath- 
ered them again. O dear friends ! have we 
received the same life of sweetness? Let nil 
bring forth the same sweet fruits, being ready 
to excuse, and to receive what may tend to- 
wards the excuse of another in any doubtful 
case ; and where there is any evil manifest^ 
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Wait^ Oh! wait; to 'oy^rcome it with good. 
Oh! let U9 not spend the strength of oor 
spirits in crying out of one another because of 
evil; but watch and wait where the mercy 
and the healing virtue will please to arise. 
O Lardy my God, when ihow hast shevm the 
wants of Israel in any kind sufficiently 
f whether in the particular ^ or in the general J 
bring forth the supply thereof from thy ful- 
ness^ so ordering it in thine eternal wisdom^ 
that all maybe ashamed and abased before thee, 
and thy name praised in and over alL 



[The spiritual eye beholdeth things aright, 
beholdeth things in the Lord, and tasteth 
sweetness therein, and is pleased with that 
which is spiritual. If every one did eye the 
Lord, subject to the Lord, answer the light 
and Spirit of the Lord in their own hearts, 
though the forms in the school of Christ be 
higher or lower, the lessons different, and the 
practices answerable, yet every one minding 
his own place and lesson, and performing his 
own peculiar service, the spiritual eye would 
be delighted therewith. And those that are 
of the true seed and birth do know, own, and 
love one another in their several places, and 
different performances to their Master, to 
whom they are to give an account; and do 
not quarrel with one another about their dif- 
ferent performances. Oh ! how sweetly is 
this practised and experienced among us at 
this day ! 



£03 

And unity in the life is the ground of true 
brotherly love and fellowship. Not that an- 
other man walks just as I do ; but though he 
be weaker or stronger^ yet he walks by the 
same principle of lights and is felt in the same 
Spirit of life^ which guideth both the weak 
and the strongs in their several ranks^ order^ 
proper way, and place of subjection, to that 
one Spirit of life and truth, which all are to 
be subject to. 

Nay, he that is truly spiritual and strcHig 
in the light and Spirit of the Lord, cannot 
desire that the weak should walk just as he 
does; but only as they are strengthened, 
taught, and led thereunto, by the same Spirit 
that strengthened, taught^ and led him. 

But if the Lord hath taught a man, 



opened the same eye in him that he opened in 
others, and brought him into unity and uni- 
formity with the church, in the practices which 
the Lord hath taught it ; and he afterwards let 
in another spirit, and fall from these practices, 
and judge the very church itself for continu- 
ing in them; may not the church testify to 
this person, that he is erred from his guide, 
liath lost the light in himself, and so judgeth 
amiss, both concerning himself, and concern- 
ing the church of God ? This hath been the 
state of some who went out from among us 
formerly, and may also be the state of some 
who go out from us now. For as there is one 
that gathers to the true church ; so there is 
another that endeavouts to draw and scatter 
from itp and then to cause men to turn head 

X 
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against it^ as if it were not of God^ but aposta- 
tized from the Spirit and principle of truth, 
"which indeed is their own state and conditioi 
in God's sight.] 



90M£ q^rXSTIOirS AND AITSWERS, COKnUCIITG TO- 
WARDS THB FURTHER MANIFESTATIOIT Aini 
OFEKING or THR PATH OF REDEMPTION AND 
BTERNAL XIFB TO THE EYE OF ^FIBITUAI. IS* 
BAEI.. [abridged.] 

How doth the Son ofGod, or Eternal Woriy 
in whom is the light oflife^ redeem man out of 
the fallen estate^ out of the kingdom of dark- 
ness and death, into the kingdom of everlasting 
righteousness and peace in the Ufe P 

Ans. Three ways. First, by wounding him 
in the natural and corrupt estate, and so 
breaking his peace and pleasure in the king- 
dom of darkness, aiid making him weary 
thereof. Secondly, by weakening him under 
the teachings and chastisement of the law. — 
Thirdly, by healing and binding him up with 
the oil of salvation, in the power of the end- 
less life, which is the gospel. 

How doth God wound him in the naturai 
and corrupt state P 

Ans. By pursuing him with his light, wLich 
letteth him see what it is, discoveriBg the. evil 
and danger of it, and so weaning his heart 
from it, and making him look out after and 
long for a Redeemer. Oh ! how burdensome 
is the captivity to the awakened soul, when 
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he hath a glunpse of what man was before his' 
fall^ (when he had a place and being in the 
life^ with a spirit suitable to the life) and what 
he is now in his estate of estraugedness and 
alienation from the life ; and whither he is 
going in his paths of unrighteousness, estrang* 
edness, and alienation ! And while his heart 
is thus returning from the land of death and 
captivity, and longing after the redeeming 
power and virtue of the life, the enemy (the 
power of darkness) lays loads upon him, 
drawing him more and more under the chains 
and bonds of iniquity, to the utmost of its 
strength. So that now lusts abound, evils 
increase, temptations and snares multiply ; 
^ and in the land of captivity their strength is 
great, the soul weak and faint, and the re- 
deeming power and virtue seems very far off. 
IS'ow this is the estate of conversion ; when 
the Lord, in the midst of the powers of death 
and darkness, turns the heart from them to- 
ivards himself, causing it to wait (under the 
captivity) for the appearance of the arm of 
his strength, to break the yoke of the oppress- 
or from off the necks of the oppressed, and 
80 to bring out of the land of death and dark- 
ness, into the travels towards the land of 
promise ; where the peace, the life^ the liber- 
ty in the Lord^ the rest, the joy, the full con- 
tent and happiness is reapecl by the seul^ 
which follows the Lamb thither. 

How doth God weaken Ihe creature under 
the teachings and chastisements of the law ? 

Ans. By exercising him towards good and 
evil; and correcting him for his unbelief and 
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disobedience, as be finds good, just^ and ne- 
cessary for bim. 

How doth God exercise him towards good 
and evilj and correct him ? 

•Ins. When he hath brought bim from un- 
der the power of darkness in some measure ; 
and in some measure set the spirit free there- 
from, by the virtue of his life springing up in 
the heart, then be exerciseth the heart and 
conversation towards the good and from the 
evil ; then be givetb out laws for or against 
things, according as be findeth most proper 
to the estate of every particular soul. Now 
upon the giving forth of the law, (the life be- 
ing in some measure raised,) there is that 
which loves its teachings and pure path, and 
there isfthat also which draws back from it; 
and that being yet strong, therei come many 
strokes and chastisements from the Lord, up- 
on lii» own dear child. And these are bitter; 
and to be forced into the sin which it lothes, 
and in heart is turned from ; and to be kept 
frpm the good which it longs after, and in 
heart is united to, (partly by the strength of 
the enemy, and partly by reason of its own 
weakness and negligence,) this is bitter also; 
insomuch as it crieth out day after day, and 
findeth this administration of the law almost 
as heavy a yoke as the land of captivity itself 
Was, because of the weakness of it through 
the flesh, and the strength and advantages 
which the corruption of the beart and prince 
of darkness gather thereby. 

What is the benefit qf these exercises upon 
the soul P 



Ans. They melt^ they breaks they make th« 
heart tender and fit to be moulded by the 
eternal virtue and power, into a vessel for 
the power. 

What frames of spirit do they work th& 
heart or mind into ? 

Ans. Into very many precious ones. As 
for instance, 

First, They make the spirit poor. The 
daily inroads of sin and corruption dashing 
against the holy and righteous law of life, the 
overbearing the strong desires after purity, 
and forcing into the defilement, hindering the 
soul from doing what it loves, and making it 
do what it hates and would not, this makes 
it become poorer and poorer, and more af- 
flicted day by day. Upon some visitations of 
the pure life, and some fresh virtue received, 
oh ! how strong doth the soul seem ! but when 
it suddenly forfeits its mercies, loses its fresh- 
ness, and is plunged deeper in the pit than 
before, how poor and weak doth it then feel 
itself, trembling at tlie next openings of the 
life, and springings up of the virtue thereof 
in it, not knowing what weakness, captivity^ 
entanglements, and misery from the snares of 
death remain to follow I 

Secondly, They bring into a mourning es^ 
tate. They fill the eyes with tears, and the 
heart with sorrow ; yea, they cause an en- 
trance into the house of mourning. To be 
accustomed to wounds, bruises, snares, griev- 
ing of the Spirit, provoking of tlie deliverer,, 
furthering and giving advantages to tlie ene- 
isy; &c. the sense of this overwhelms the 



S98 

heart with grief^ and causeth continual sor- 
row and lamentation to that which is upright 
towards God. 

Thirdly, They bring into a meeky mercifnly 
tender-hearted frame towards others. He 
that is tempted, he that often falls, and is so 
often wounded and made miserable^ he pities 
those that err ; he mourns over the miserable. 
His heart is broken with the sins and afflic- 
tions of others, and he knoweth not how to 
be hard towards them, feeling such continual 
need of abundant mercy himself. It is the 
rich man, the sound man in religion, that is 
rough and hard ; but he that is once thor- 
oughly melted in the furnace, and made up 
again, is made but tender, and retaineth the 
impression of the meekness, love^ and mercy 
for ever. Now a broken estate in religion, or 
a state of waiting for the life, is much more 
precious than that which is rich and full by 
what it had formerly received, and still hold- 
eth out of the immediate feeling and fresh 
virtue of the life. 

Fourthly, They bring into an hungry and 
thirsty state after holiness and righteousness. 
Oh ! how the soul that is sensible of its filth 
longeth to be washed ! How it panteth after 
the pastures of life, the food of life, the living 
waters : to appear before, and enjoy God, in 
the land of the living! Ob! how doth the 
heart, that is daily afflicted with its unbelief 
and disobedience, long for the faith that stands 
in the power, and the obedience that flows 
from the power. ^^ Oh ! teach me thy stat- 
utes ; shew me the pure path of obedience in 
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the wajr of \ffe ; guide my feci in tlic way cv* 
erlasting ! Oh ! write thy fear in my heart, 
that I may not depart from thee ; create a 
clean heart in me, and put thy Spirit within 
me to be my strength. Oh ! continue thy lov- 
ing kindness to them that know thee, and th^ 
righteousness to the upright in heart.^^ Oh ! 
What unutterable breathings daily issue out 
from the broken spirit, towards the spring of 
its life ! 

Fifthly, Theff bring into a purefrafnef into 
a cleanness of inside. ^< Cleanse first the in- 
eide of the cup and platter,'^ said Christ to 
the Pharisees ; and he doth so in his disci- 
ples. *^ With the mind I serve the law of 
God,^' sard Paul^ when he erred out, ^< Oh ! 
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver ?'^ 
It is not conceivable what purity of heart i» 
formed by God in his Israel, by the fire which 
£e kindleth in his Sion, and by the furnace 
which he setteth up in his Jerusalem ; for 
though in the furnace the dross still appears, 
the sight whereof is apt to grieve and afflict 
the precious heart, yet the melting and puri- 
fying sweetly goes on, and the soul (which 
abideth the heat) is effectually cleansed there- 
by, as is very manifest aiflerwArds, when 
righteousneas springs up, with the quiet fruit 
thereof; but this cannot be discerned, while 
the flames are discovering and taking hold of 
the unrighteousness. 

Sixthly, They bring into a patient fhame f 
fit to bear reproaches and persecutions from 
the world, who in the midst of all this weak- 
ness; misery and distress^ lay bads upon tht 
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poor soaly persecoting him whom God hath 
smitten, and speaking to the grief of him 
whom God hath wounded. God smites for 
want of obedience ; for too much propensity 
to please the world ; for not if^oming soon 
enough out of their customs, vanities, earthly 
ways and worships ; and so soon as the heart 
and conversation is given up in obedience to 
the Lord, the world is discontent, and they 
smite and persecute because of the obedience. 
Now the more the spirit is broken by the hand 
of the Lord, and taught thereby to fear him ; 
and the less strength it hath in itself, to grap- 
ple with the persecuting spirit of the world ; 
the fitter it is to stand in God's counsel, to 
wait for his strength and preservation, which 
is able to bear up its head above all the rage 
and swelling of the waters of the worldly 
spirit in the men of this world. 

Much more might be said, but this may 
suffice. What is behind will be felt inward- 
ly, as the soul waits on God in the leadings 
of his Spirit, through the teachings, chastise* 
ments, and distresses of the law. 

How doth God heal and hind up that 



which he hath wounded and broken to pieces 
with his various and frequent exercises ? 

Jlns. By opening the power of the endless 
life, in the vessel which he hath thoroughly 
purified and prepared, and filling it with the 
power. The free power of life, that is th* 
gospel. To the meek, to the broken-hearted^ 
to the cleansed it is prophesied ; and when 
the work of cleansing is finished; the wound 



Ml 

made wide cnough/and kept open lon^etiotigh^ 
and the death to the first hasband fully acconi' 
plished^ then the perfeclf'oil is perfectly pour- 
ed in, and eyei*lasting health and salvation 
obtained. l!*his is the end which 6od aime 
at in the visitations and leadings of his seed ; 
happy are they that pass through the vale of 
misery, and drink off the dregs of the cup of 
tremblings not fainting nor sitting down by 
the way, but following the faithful Shepherd 
and Leader of Israel, till they arrive here. 

What is the great danger in the path ofKfe P 

Jlns. The great danger is of ascending a 
step higher than the present estate and condi- 
tion will bear ; for by this means the aspiring 
mind gets ilp, and is exulted, and hold^etn 
(Somewhat received from the life, out of tbci 
pure fear which preserves the heart clean,' 
and 01ft of the sensible feeling which keepeth 
fresh and living to God. And then the sim« 
plicity is betrayed, and a wrong spirit lives, 
and a wrong eye is opened ; so that there is 
nothing now but whoredom from the life, and 
the heart exalted and conceited in the way of 
its whoredom, as if it were the pure bed and 
Jnost excellent way of enjoyment of the lllPe. 

What way is mere of preservation here- 
from f 

Ans. Watching to the life, keeping low in 
the fear, and close to the feeling. Here the 
aspirer is shut out, or soon espied at his be- 
ginning to enter, and then tlie living cross 
received, which crucifieth and driveth him 
back. And indeed there is no way of safety 
in the travels towards the enjoyment of life^ 
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or under any enjoyment before the state of 
perfect deaths but under the cross to that spirit 
and nature which )¥ould dwell there^ and 
please itself therewith^ and be somewhat 
therein^ and so forget the pure everlasting 
springs adulterating with the streamings forth 
of it. 

Man was made for God to be a vessel of 
his pleasure^ to receive his content^ enjoy- 
ment, and happiness by reflexion. So that 
man's proper work was to watch to the spring 
from whence he came ; to be disposed of, or- 
dered, and to be according to his pleasure. 
This was natural to man before his fall, till a 
corrupt spirit by deceit entered him, and cor- 
rupted him. And while any thing of that 
corrupt spirit or fallen nature remains, he is 
apt to aspire in the self-hood, and to seek the 
enjoyment of what comes from the fountain 
(yea, and the fountain itself also) in and ac- 
cording to the will and wisdom of the self- 
hood. And here let man receive what gifts 
soever from God, be advanced to ever so high 
an habitation in the land of life, yea, have the 
•very fountain itself given him ; yet by this 
means he will corrupt, lose the gift or spring, 
be separated from it, and adulterate with 
what he can still reiaiu or gather in his own 
principle. And here do deep travellers lose 
their way, falling from their portion in the 
land of life, and from their enjoyments in the 
paradise of the pleasure t)f the life, into the 
earthly and sensual spirit, holding things 
wisely and richly there in the earthly princi- 
j)le, not knowing the remove of their habita- 
^oa thither, nor thinking that they are therec 
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He that readeth these things^ let him not* 
strive to comprehend them; but he content 
with what he feeleth thereof suitable to his 
own present estate : and as the life grows in 
him^ and he in the life, and he comes to meet* 
with the things and exercises spoken of, the 
words and experiences concerning them will 
of themselves open to him^ and be useful and 
serviceable to him so far as the Lord pleaseth, 
he keeping to the leading, savour and princi- 
ple of life in himself, wherein alone hif 
knowledge, si^ht, growth; and experiences^ 
are safe. 



DBTACHBD PARAGRAPHS^ FROM DIFFBRBNT 

PIBGES. 

Therb is a necessity both of the knowledge 
of persons to pass away, and also of their ex- 
periences to be given up, and let fall : — ^First, 
"When the virtue is withdrawn from them, 
when death hath caught them, when they be- 
come death^s goods : for that which is receiv- 
ed from the life, is only profitable to the soul 
in the virtue of the life. When the earthly 
part hath caught them, and seated itself there, 
they then become the strong-holds of the en- 
emy, and the engines of death to the heart % 
so that then life and true relief is not to be had 
in them, but where the eternal virtue pleases 

next to appear. Secondly, When God hath 

somewhat to bring forth further in the world;, 
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OP in any particular hearty to make way fop it 
he brings death upon that which was before 
living. Thus when God is pleased to bring 
forth a greater measure of faith, and power of 
his Spiritf he distresseth the hearty making 
the ft regoing faith and power appear weak^ 
and pa^s away ; and many times for a season 
shutteth up the soul in the unbelief^ until the 
fresh faith and fresh power spring up and 
arise. And this causcth th^ necessity of the 
further dispensations of his eternal virtue to 
appear, and the beauty of them to shine; 
which they would not have done so abund- 
antly, had it not been for the foregoing dis- 
tress of the heart* 



A little thing will iestrof the work of God 
in the heart. In the path of life^ in the faith^ 
in the obedience to God's Spirit, there alone 
is the preservation of the work of Gt)d ; but 
in the unbelief, in the disobedience, in the 
doubting, (though about ever so small a mat- 
ter) there is death and destruction met with, 
if the person venture upon that which he 
doubteth of. Those who have travelled in 
the path of life, I know can witness this. Oh! 
how small a thing brings a veil over the life ! 
What a little giving w ay to the reasonings nf 
the earthly spirit about a small matter drives 
back the work of God in the heart, and brings 
anguish and misery upon the soul, causing the 
biding the light of God^s countenance, which 
is the life and joy of the renewed si)irit ! — 
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(¥od is a great King, and all his leadings and 
teachings are weighty ; and he that rebelleth, 
or neglecteth in the least thing, must bear 
his burden^ unless he feel the humiliation of 
his soul^ and the remission from the Spirit of 
the Lord^ the grace of God pitying him; and 
the blood of his Son washing him. 



The enemy useth all his strength and sub- 
tilty to the utmost^ to hold his captives in sub« 
jection to him^ and under his power^ as long 
as ever he can. He keeps every hold, he 
strengthens every reasoning, and every thought 
and imagination of the mind against God's 
call, against the appearances of his Spirit in 
the heart. J)o not go yet^ fsaith the enemy; J 
thy way is not yet plain before thee^ thy light 
is not yet clear enough ; the reason or consid- 
eration which is objected, is not yet fully an- 
swered. Thou art to try all things ; but there 
is this, or that, or the other consideration^ 
which thou hast not yet tried, or considered of 
fully, and satisfactorily to thy own heart. — 
Thus many pure drawings of the Father, (in 
which there was light sufficient for the soul to 
follow) have been lost, and the soul thereby 
hath missed of the hand which was put forth 
(in the tender love of the Lord) to help and 
save it. 

There is no man perisheth for want of 
power; for there is power in the free gift 
which comes upon all. There is power in it 
to quicken, to give faith; to preserve in the 

y 
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faitb^ to do all tbat is to be done in the sonl ; 
and it doth all every where^ as it findeth 
place and entertainment in the souL But 
man refuseth^ man loveth the darkness^ haieth 
the lights shutteth his eyes against it^ with- 
draweth bis heart from it^ and so. beateth 
back the purpose and counsel. of God's love 
and good will towards him. 

Had there not been somewhat near 

every man^ which had more power in it than 
sin had, they might have had some plea be- 
fore the Lord ; but the presence of this^ the 
power of this, the working of this in every 
heart, more or less, leaves all men withoat 
excuse, and clears the free giver and his fi^e 
gift in the balance of righteousness. For this 
gift of his is faithful to every man upon the 
face of the earth, never consenting to bis ini- 
quities and transgressions in any kind, but 
still testifying against them as the Lord pleas* 
etb to open its mouth. But who hath believ- 
ed its report ? and to whom hath the arm of 
the Lord been revealed? Yet greater will the 
condemnation be upon them, upon whom the 
Lord bath more abundantly shined ; and 
many will have a plea in respect of them, 
which the Lord will hear and consider, and 
so they shall not enter into that depth of 
judgment and condemnation, which will light 
on such as have resisted the light and power 
of life, in its more glorious and bright appear- 
ances and strivings with them ; even as Christ 
said, '^ It shall be easier for Tyre and Sidon, 
Sodom and Gomorrah, in the day of judg« 
mcnt, than for Ghorazin and Bethsaida, Ca- 
pernaum and Jerusalem/' 
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-— — As concerning election itself^ observe 
this ; that it is in Christy and not out of him. 
For it was the intent of God to honour his 
Son^ even as his Son honoured him : and 
this was the honour which Gk>d gave him^ 
^^ That he should be his salvation to the ends 
of the earth ; that whosoever believed on him^ 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.'' 
That he should be the way for all mankind 
to come to the Father, through faith in him ; 
<^ that as in Adam all died, so in Ghrist all 
might be made alive ;'' and as in Adam all 
men were shut up in death and condemnation, 
so the free gift might come upon all, and tiie 
way of life and redemption be opened to all, 
in him. 

^^ He hath mercy on whom he will 
liave mercy ; and whom he will he harden- 
eth?'' But that he hardeneth any, without 
first giving them a day of mercy, and visita« 
tions of mercy, following them with mercy, 
and forbearing them in mercy, and so by the 
riches of his goodness, forbearance, and long- 
suffering, leading them to repentance, that 
they might escape his wrath, and the dread 
of his powerful vengeance, because of sin : I 
say, that God hardens any before he hath 
dealt thus with them, from a mere will in 
himself, because he would destroy the most 
and far greatest part of men ; this the scrip- 
tures no where testify to, but abundantly tes- 
tify against. 



£08 



COKGEBNIKG THE DISPENSATION OV 7HE GOSFBIi* 

To know the Father (even the Grod and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ) as the foun* 
tain or original spring of lights life^ love^ wis- 
dom^ power^ holiness^ righteousness^ and all 
spiritual and heavenly blessings : 

To know the Son as the way to the Father^ 
as the way to life^ peace^ and blessedness in 
the Father : 

To know the Son's Spirit, and the Father'a 
also, whereby the Father draws to the Son, 
and the Son brings to the Father ; whereby 
the Son quickens, begets, renews, sanctifies, 
destroys, cuts down, burns up that which is 
drossy, corrupt, and chaflEy ; yea, not only the. 
fruits of sin, but the very root itself, yea the 
very earth in which the root grows, and the 
heavens that water the earth are consumed 
and pass away inwardly, and a new heaven 
and a new earth is inwardly planted and 
formed, wherein dwells righteousness ; so 
that the cage of unclean birds, the place where 
the dragons lay, is shaken and removed, and 
the place of the wicked inwardly known no 
more ; but instead thereof there are new heav- 
ens and earth, even of the new creation of 
God ; which earth brings forth the increase 
of life, the fruits of life, the seeds and trees 
of righteousness, of God's sowing, planting, 
grafting, prunii\g, and causing to grow, that 
he may be glorified : I say. 

Thus to know the Father, thus to know th* 
Son, thus to know the Holy Spirit of ligbt, 
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life^ love^ and righteousness^ &c. not notion- 
ally in the brain^ or with a comprehensive 
knowledge of the mind^ but livingly in the 
hearty in the light that shines from the Father 
and Soti^ in the life that springs from them^ 
in the love which is of them (for^ indeed^ it iu 
love that gives the bright^ purely sensible and 
uniting knowledge :) this is precious knowl* 
edge ; and all knowledge of the very same 
things^ any otherwise than as coming from^ 
and held in^ this springing life, is of no com- 
parison with the excellency (for nature and 
virtue) of this kind of knowledge. 

Now there have been^two great dispensa- 
tions of the Father^ Son^ and Spirit. The 
one figurative, the other substantial. The 
one called the law, the other the gospel. For 
under the law the Father was made known^ 
the Son made known^ the Spirit made known ; 
but all in figures and outward ways of man- 
ifestation. God was to that people of the 
Jews a fountain of living waters ; and when 
they forsook him, and trusted in lying vani* 
ties, they forsook the fountain of their own 
mercies* They then forsook the fountain of 
living waters, digging to themselves broken 
cisterns that could hold no watier. 

So the Son was made known under the 
types and figures of the law, as the King of 
righteousness, as the high-priest of God, as 
the prophet that God would raise up, as the 
spiritual rock which yielded the spiritual wa- 
ters, of which the soul was to drink. And 
they that were athirst were to come to him 
and buy wine and milk of him^ am} incline 



J870 

tbeir ear to bim^ that they might hear andt 
live^ and he would make an everlasting cove- 
Bant with them> even the sure mercies of 
David. 

Bo the Spirit of God^ which was typified 
under a pillar of cloud and fire in the wilder- 
ness^ did strive with man before the law^ and 
ivas given to the Jews to instruct them^ and 
to plough up their fallow ground^ and cir- 
cumcise them inwardly^ and to wash tbeir 
hearts from wickedness and vain thoughts, 
that they might not lodge in them. 

But all this was not properly (in the Spirit 
and power of it) the dispensation of the law ; 
but hid in a mystery^ and running under- 
ground^ as I may so say. This was from 
another covenant^ and part of another cove* 
nant than the covenant of the law^ though in 
the time of the law. For there was another 
•ovenant which Moses declared of^ besides 
the covenant of the law made in Horeb^ which 
w^as the word of life^ or word of faith in the 
mouth and hearty, which teacheth the substance 
of the law^ and also gives power to fulfil the 
yighteousness of the law^ to them that hear 
and receive its voice^ in the faith which it 
gives or begets. And so the Father of Spir- 
its was known in the time of the law. Christ 
the redeemer was known to live^ yea to live in 
the heart in the time of the law. The free 
Spirit, the Spirit of love was received^ and 
the presence of God felt and enjoyed by God's 
Calebs^ Joshuas, and Davids (by men after 
God's own heart) in the time of the law. 
Moses had his meekness and tenderness^ an4 



was made faithful in all God^s house by ifio 
Spirit of Christy the meek lamb-like Spirit 

Now when the shadows came to an end| 
Christ the substance was to come, ^ The ever* 
lasting King^ the everlasting high-priest^ thq 
everlasting prophet was to appear. The ever* 
lasting rock and holy builder was to appear, 
and raise up David's tabernacle in Spirit^ and 
minister in the true sanctuary^ by his light^ 
by his life, by his power, by his righteous 
Spirit. There is not another tabernacle to be 
built, not another temple, not another Jerusa- 
lem than the heavenly Jerusalem, not anothev 
Mount Sion to be known or come to, than the 
gospel Mount Sion ; not another God, than 
God the judge of all in the gospel-state ; not 
another word or law of life, than the law 
which goeth forth out of Sion, and the word 
that( issueth out from this heavenly Jerusa* 
lem ; not another water to wash the soul with^ 
not another blood to sprinkle the conscience 
with, not another spirit to enlighten, quicken^ 
keep alive, and cpmfort, than the Spirit of 
light, life, and love from God^ which recon->^ 
ciles unto God, and brings into the gospel* 
righteousness, rest and peace^ and establish* 
eth the soul therein. 

So now, feeling the Spirit of the Son, and 
being led by him to the Father, and the Fa- 
ther with the Son, by the Holy Spirit, creat- 
ing me anew, enlightening me, quickening 
xne, raising me in life, circumcising my heart 
to love, I am come to life, and at rest in him 
that lives in me, and works in me, and gives 
me to live; and work; and rest in him*. JSov 



^re »t tbe sabbath-day's works^ even 
of love^ ivorks of life^ works of righteousness 
and holiness^ works that the Lord works in 
the souls in whom he dwells and rests^ and 
which they in the pure rei^^ peace, and joy 
of life, work in tbe Lord their God, who 
works all their works in them and fm them. 

Now in this gospel-dispensation, or in this 
dispensation of the Son in Spirit, all other 
dispensaticms are gathered and wrapped up, 
and thoroughly experienced by the soul that 
travels with and is led by Christ, in this his 
gospel-dispensation. 

As first. There is Moses in Spirit known 
and travelled through. There is the minis- 
tration of the law in the Spirit inwardly com- 
manding, known, heard, felt, received, before 
ttie gospel-power is given to perform. And 
here is hard travel and sore exercises. Here 
the Father is known commanding, and the 
iioul consents and would fain obey, but finds 
the law in the members rebelling against the 
law which the mind hath a sense of, and 
desires after. 

Then afterwards comes the dispensation of 
the prophets^ wherein there are prophecies of 
a better state to come, openings of the mercy 
and love which is to be manifested in the lat« 
ter days, at the end of these trials and exer*- 
cises, wherein the soul hath promises from 
God, that the righteousness shall be revealed, 
that power to become a son shall be given, 
and the enemy's strength broken, and the 
bowed down soul raised up from under his 
oppression, and the Lord shall tread him un« 



der the feet of the poor and needy^ and the 
hungry and thirsty shall he filled with right- 
eousness^ and the meek come to inherit God^g 
earthy and the heggar come from the dung- 
hill, be raised up in the power of life, to sit 
among princes, even the princes in the heav** 
cnly glory of God^s everlasting kingdom. 

After this succeeds John's ministry in Spir- 
it, even the levelling the mountains, the rais'-' 
ing up the vallies, the preparing the way fot 
the King of glory, that he may come in and 
reveal his glory inwardly. For not in the 
time of the law inwardly, nor in the time of 
the prophecies inwardly ; but after the soul 
is exercised and prepared inwardly (that be* 
ing wasted which hindered, that raised up 
which lay low, that made straight which lay 
crooked, that made plain that was rough, and 
so the way is prepared and fitted for the great 
appearance of the great Gotl and Saviour, in 
the pure, bright gospel glory, Spirit, and 
power,) doth the King come suddenly into 
his temple ; not when the foundation is laid, 
but when Sion is built up, doth God appear 
in his glory therein* Read Isa. xl. 3, 4, 5, 
and consider. After John's coming in a body 
of flesh, and preparing the way by his out- 
ward ministry, Christ came in a body of flesh, 
and was revealed as the only begotten of the 
Father, full q| grace and truth, by the life. 
Spirit, and power that that body was filled 
with. And after John comes in Spirit, and 
prepares the way in any heart, by the qiighty 
and effectual operation of his ministry there^i 
theu Christ comes after him in Spirit, ivl th9 



freat pow€r aad glory of the Father^ and the 
ather is revealed^ and the Son also in the 
Spirit of light, life, love and righteoasness, 
and the glory of the Lord is heheld with 
^pen face, in the glass of life and righteoas- 
ness, and the soul is changed into the same 
image^ and partakes of the heavenly ^oiy, 
and is married or joined to the Lord^ to be- 
come one spirit with him^ and hath fellowship 
with the Father and the Son in the light of 
life ; and this is the gospel*state and glory, 
And there is not another. 

Now take one scripture more which sums 
Up all dispensations, and ^ets up the dispen- 
sation of the Son in Spirit as the last, as the 
dispensation of the last days : It is Heb. i. 1« 
Read but what things are spoken of to be 
brought to pass in the last days of the great 
gospel-glory^ to be revealed then of the per- 
fect redeeming to ^ God, and centering in him, 
of being married to him, and becoming one 
with him^ &c. and of the Son's being the 
minister in the gospel -state> by the Spirit and 
power of the endless life^ to bring it all forth, 
and accomplish it in the husbandry and 
building of Ood. Consider the place ; at sun- 
dry times, and in divers manners, Ood spake 
in times past hy Moses, by the prophete^ by 
John ; but now the last days are come^ now 
the last dispensation is come, nqfv the covenant 
wherein Ood himself is the teacher^ is come, 
now the time of building the Sion, the Jerusa- 
lem, wherein God himself will dwell for ever^ 
is come ; now the light of the city of God is 
eome^ wbieh is an etema;! li^t^ an unchanged 
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abie light. Now the Spirit of love^ which 
brings up the gospel-life^ is come^ and edifies 
the holy gospel-building, in the gospel-love 
and life. Oh ! the light, the life^ the love^ the 
righteousness, the divine nature, which is novr 
revealed and partook of in the Son ! He is the 
brightness of the Father's glory ; and thithef 
he brings his. What would ye have more ? 
He destroys antichrist inwardly, by the bright- 
aess of his coming or appearing. Oh ! the 
desolations that he makes inwardly of sin and 
iniquity in the hearts of his ! He is the express 
image (or engraving) of his Father's substance ; 
and he makes thee, who art one with him in 
his Spirit of life and love, of the same image 
with him. He translateth thee out of Satan's 
image, into his very image. His light, his life^ 
his love, his righteousness, his divine nature^ 
doth not wax old as a garment, but endure and 
remain the same for ever. He is Alpha and 
Omega. There was nothing before him, nor 
«hall be after him. There is no other thing 
appertaining to life and godliness, but what 
he now dispenseth in the gospel; no other 
kingdom, but what stands in the power of the 
life and righteousness, which is now revealed 
in the peace, love, and joy of the Spirit. The 
gospel-building is his house ; and he is faith- 
ful in all his house, as a Son, having received 
all power from his Father, to gather fully, to 
preserve fully, to build up fully, to leaven 
fully with life and righteousness, even in soul, 
body, and spirit, to lead into the Holy Land^ 
and to enable to keep the holy sabbath there, 
even to cease from sin, and every thing that 
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fcordeHs tbe life^ and to rest in God^ and not 
work any thing of oorselves any more^ but 
to feel the Spirit of life, love, and power work 
in us. And his yoke of life, his yoke of love, 
his yoke of the power, is the pure gospel-lib- 
arty comprehended in. The Lord Jesus did 
appear in flesh ; but now he appears in Spirit, 
and is Spirit ; giving himself to be life and 
Spirit in his. And w here the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty ; and every thing 
which is of a fleshly nature, which deceiveth 
and imbondageth, wherein the pure liberty is 
not, he diseovereth, and keepeth his out of, 
that so they may stand fast in the pure liberty 
of the light, life, and love of his Holy Spirit, 
wherewith he maketh his fre»» 
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Dear Friend, 

I RECEIVED two letters from thee latelj, 
•whereby the sense is revived in me of thy 
great love to me, and the Lord's great good- 
ness to thee, in administering that which re* 
joiceth and refresheth thee. Now this advice 
ariseth in my heart. O, keep cool and low 
before the Lord^ that the seed, the pure liv- 
ing seed may spring more and more in thee, 
and thy heart be united more and more to 
the Lord therein^ Coolness of spirit is a 
precious frame, and the glory of the Lord 
most shines therein, in its own lustre and 
brightness ; and when the soul is low before 
the Lord it is still near the seed, and pre- 
ciously (in its life) one with the seed. And 
when the seed riseth, thou shalt have liberty 
in the Lord to rise with it ; only take heed 
of that part which will be outrunning it, and 
getting above it, and so not ready to descend 
again, and keep low in the deeps with it* 
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O^ iny friend^ I have a sense that this hath 
been the error of that people thou hast form- 
erly walked with ; and I observe in thy spirit 
yet a liableness thereto ; which the Lord give 
Ihee to watch against^ that thou mayest come 
to a pure observation and discerning of the 
everlasting unchangeable seed in thy own 
hearty and inayest daily feel thy mind bowed 
down and worship in it, and become wholly 
leavened into it, and perfectly changed and 
preserved by it. 

Then the mixtures will be gone, and thou 
shalt know, enjoy, and be one with that, and 
have thy mind stayed in that, which will not 
mix with that which is of a contrary nature to 
the holy and heavenly Truth ; nor suffer that ' 
which is married to it, to mix with any thing 
with which it will not mix. This is the vir- 
gin state indeed, in which the soul is married 
to the Lamb, and become one spirit with the 
Lamb for ever. That thou mayest grow in 
the Lord, abound more and more with his 
life and power, feel mortality swallowed up 
of life, come into the fulness of the kingdom, 
know, enjoy, possess, the full dominion which 
is given there, and thy soul be satisfied, ac- 
cording to the largeness of its breathings after 
the living God, is my desire and travail for thee. 

P. S. We are here but a while in this 
world, for the Lord to make use of us, and 
serve himself by us, and so, by his ordering 
of us, to fit us for the crown of glory, which 
he will give us fully to wear in the other 
world. Now feel the child's nature, which 
cThooseth nothing, but desires the fulfilling of 



the Father^s will in it I cannot (lesii*e tp 
enjoy any things s^rith the nature of the true 
birth^ but as the Father, of himself^ pleaseth 
to give me to enjoy. There is a time to want 
as well as to abound^ while we are in this 
world. And the times of wanting, ,as well asi 
abounding, are greatly advantageous to us. 
How should faith^ love, patience, meekness, 
and the excellency and sufficiency of God's 
grace shine, but by, in, aud through, the 
many exercises and varieties of conditions 
"wherewith the Lord visiteth his ? Yea, the 

freatest^ in the life, power, and glory of the 
4ord, have the greatest trials and exercises ; 
which is to their advantage, as also for the 
good and benefit of others, and to the great 
honour and glory of the Lord. O, at all 
times, and in all conditions, take heed of a 
will, take heed of a wisdom above the seed's 
will, and above the seed's wisdom. 

Let the Lord alone be all in thee, and 
make thee every day what he pleaseth ; and 
in due time thou shalt know a life, even the 
seed's life, the Son's life, whom all the angels 
are to worship, and the mystery of whose life, 
the angels desire to look into, as it is reveal- 
ed and brought forth. So be still and quiet, 
and silent before the Lord, not putting up any 
request to the Father (nor cherishing any de- 
sire in thee,) but in the seed's lowly nature 
and purely springing life ; and the Lord give 
thee the clear discerning, in the lowly seed, 
of all that springs and ariseth in thy heart. 

And O ! that thou mightest receive this 
Counsel, and learn this following lesson thor- 
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oughly. Know nothings will nothings but onXj 
as the seed knows and wills in thee ; and s» 
thou hast nothing to do but to join with the 
seed in its knowing and willing, and then thou 
wilt be able rejoicingly to tell me what are be^ 
Gome of mixtures. 

Thou didst read precious things of the seed^ 
when thou wast here, written outwardly ; O^ 
that thou mightest read the same things writ- 
ten inwardly in thy own heart; which that 
thou mayest do, become as a weaned child^ 
not exercising thyself in things too high or too 
wonderful for thee. Every secret thing, eve- 
ry spiritual mystery, but what God opens to 
thee, is too high and wonderful for thee. And 
if the Lord, at any time, opens to thee deep 
mysteries, fear before the Lord, and go no fur- 
ther into them than the Lord leads thee. The 
error is still in the comprehending knowing 
mind, but never in the lowly weighty seed 
of life; whither the Lord God of my life 
more and more lead thee, and counsel thee to 
take up thy dwelling-place there, daily in- 
structing thee so to do. For the greatest as 
well as the least must be daily taught of the 
Lord, both in ascending and descending, or 
they will miss their way ; yea, they must be 
daily taught of him to be silent before him^ 
and know to be still in him^ or they will be 
apt to miss in either. 

This from thy friend, 

LF. 

Amersham, Woodside^ 
4th of ^th Month, 1679* 
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Dear Friend^ 

Thy condition cannot but be weak and 
dark^ until the light of life arise in thee^ and 
the power of the Lord overcome and subdue 
the power of darkness^ which strives to keep 
the seed of life in the grave^ and bonds of 
death. It is the Lord^s mercy to give thee 
breathings after life^ and cries unto him 
against that which oppresseth thee ; and hap- 
py wilt thou be when he shall fill thy soul 
with that which he hath given thee to breathe 
after. Only let thy heart wait for strength to 
trust him with the season, for his long tarry- 
ing is thy salvation^ and the destruction of 
those enemies^ which, while any strength re- 
mains in them, will never suffer thee and 
thy God to dwell uninterruptedly together. — 
Therefore they must needs die, and he who 
hath the power to kill them^ knows the way j 
which, to the appearing of thy sense, will be 
as if he meant to kill the life of thy soul, and 
not of them ; but lie still under his hand, and 
be content to be unable to judge concerning 
his ways and workings in thy heart; and 
thou shalt at sometimes feel an inward leaven 
of life from his Holy Spirit, whereby he will 
change and transform thy spirit into his like- 
ness, ht some measure, for the present ; and^ 
'thou>gh it be quickly gone againy and the 
whole land so overspread with enemies, that 
there is no sight of redemption or the redeem- 
ed left, but the soul in a worse condition, than 
before ; yet be not troubled ; for if trouble do 
abound; and there, be tossing; and storms; and 



tempests^ and no peace^ nor any tbing left yigi- 
ble to support^ yet lie stilly and sink beneath, 
till a secret hope stir, which will stay the I 
heart in the midst of all these, until the Lord ' 
administer comfort, who knows how and what 
relief to give to the weary traveller, thai 
knows not where it is, nor which way to look, 
nor where to expect a path. How shall I 
speak to thee, how shall I mourn over thee ? 
O, that thou mayest be upheld to the day of 
God's mercy to thy soul, and be gathered oat 
of all such knowledge as thou canst compre- 
hend or contain in what is natural, into the 
feeling of life, that thou mayest know the dif* 
ference between what it is to live upon some* 
what received from God, and what it is to 
have God live with thee, and administer life 
to thee, at his pleasure ; thou being kept in 
the nothingness, emptiness, poverty, and per« 
feet resignation of spirit ! 

This counsel is to thee through a poor weak 
vessel^ 

LP- 



It is of the infinite mercy and eompassioa 
of the Lord, that his pure love visiteth any of 
US ; and it is by the preservation thereof alone, 
that we stand. If he leave us at any time, 
but one moment, what are we ; and who is it 
that provoketh him not to depart? Let him 
Ihrow the first stone at him that faUs« 
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In tlie Trt^th itself, in the living potrer and 
virtue, there is no offence ; but that part which 
is not perfectly redeemed, hath still matter for 
the temptation to work upon, and may be takeit 
in the snare. Let him that stands^ take heed 
lest he fall ; and, in the bowels of pity, moun^ 
over and wait for the restoring of him that is 
fallen. That which is so apt to be offended, 
is the same with that which falls. O, do not 
reason in the high-mindedness, against any 
that turn aside from the pure guide ; but fear,^ 
lest the unbelieving and flesbly wise part, get 
up in thee also. O, know the weakness of 
the creature in the withdrawings of the life, 
and the strength of the enemy in that hour,, 
and the free grace and mercy which alone 
can preserve, and thou wilt rather wonder 
that any stand, than that some fall. 

When the pure springs of life open in the 
heart, immediately the enemy watcheth his 
opportunity to get entrance ; and many time« 
finds entrance soon after, the soul, little fear* 
ing or suspecting him^ having lately felt such 
mighty unconquerable strength ; and yet how 
often then doth he get in, and smite the life 
down to the ground ; and what may he not 
do with the creature, unless the Lord gra« 
ciously help ! 

O, great is the mystery of godliness, the 
Way of life narrow, the travel to the land of 
rest long, hard, and sharp; it is easy miscar- 
rying, it is easy stepping aside, at any time ; 
it U easy losing the Tiord's glorious presence ; 
unless the defence about it, by his Almighty 
arm; be kept. up. 
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There is a time for tbe Lord^^ taking clow A 
the fence from his own vineyard, because of 
transgression, and then the wild boar - may 
easily break in. 

Ah^ who tastes not of this in some measure^ 
and what hinders that he tastes not of it in a 
greater measure ? Ah, turn in from the fleshly 
wisdom and reasonings, unto the pure river 
of life itself; and wait there to have that 
judged which hath taken offence, lest if it 
grow stronger in thee, it draw thee from the 
life (which alone is able to preserve thee,) 
and so thou also fall. 

This is in dear love to- thee j retire from 
that part which looketh out, and feel the 
inward virtue of that which can restore 
and preserve thee» 

LP. 

There are some who have been educated 
in a profession of Christianity, and have im- 
proved it by study ; but have never known 
the virtue,, power, and inward life thereof; 
but as men, with the man'^ part, wisdxim, un- 
derstanding, and seriousness of mind, have 
considered of the truth and weight of things 
contained in the Scriptures ; and so have re- 
ceived somewhat of the holy doctrine into 
their natural understanding, and given them- 
selves up to the observation and practice 
thereof, according as they have apprehended 
things. 

These have become more serious and ex- 
cellent than others; but fall very far short of 
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ibe nature and state of Christianity ; yea^ th» 
strictest among these many times become the 
greatest opposers and persecutors of the tro^ 
Christianity* 



Friends, 

Be not discouraged because of your souls^ 
enemies. Are ye troubled with thoughts^^ 
fears, doubts, imaginations, reasonings, &c» 
yea, do ye see yet much in you unsubdued to 
the power of life ? O, do not fear it ; do not 
look at it, so as to be discouraged by it ; but 
look to him ; look up to the power which i« 
over all their strength ; wait for the descend-* 
lugs of the power upon you ; abide in the faith 
of the Lord's help ; and wait in the patience 
till the Lord arise ; and see if his arm do not 
scatter, what your^s could not. So be still 
before him, and in stillness believe in his 
name ; yea, enter not into the hurryings of 
the enemy (though they fill the soul;) for 
there is yet somewhat to which they cannot 
enter, from whence patience, and faith, and 
hope, will spring up in you, in the midst of 
all that they can do. 

jSo into this sink ; in this lie hid in the 
evil hour; and the temptations will pass 
away, and the tempter's strength be broken,, 
and the arm of the Lord (which brake him) 
revealed ; and then ye shall see, that he raised 
but a sea of trouble in your souls, to sink 
himself by; and the Lord will throw the 
horse and his rider (which trampled upon and 
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Irode over the jast in yon) into that sea; and 
ye shall stand npon the bank^ and sing the 
0ong of Moses to him that drowned him^ and 
delivered you from him ; and in due season 
ye shall sing the song of the Lamb also^ vi^hen 
his life springs up in you in his pure domin- 
ion ; triumphing over deaths and all that is 
contrary to God^ both within and without. 

Now^ Friends^ in a sensible waiting and 
giving up to the Lord^ in the daily exercise^ 
))y the daily cross to that in you^ which is not 
of the life^ this work will daily go on ; and 
ye will feel from the Lord that^ which will 
help^ relieve^ refresh^ and satisfy^ which 
neither tongue nor words can uttei'. And in 
that the Lord God breathe upon you^ preserve 
and fill you with his life and Holy Spirit ; to 
the growth and rejoicing of your souls in him^ 
who is our blessed Father^ and merciful Re- 
deemer ; in the Lord Jesus Christy our bead 
and king for ever and for evermore. 

And then^ as to what may befal us outward- 
ly^ in this confused state of things^ shall we 
nc^ trust our tender Father^ and rest satisfied 
in his will ? Are we not engraven in his hearty 
and on the palms of his hands^ and can he 
forget us in any thing he doth ? Shall any 
thiog hurt us ? Shall any thing come between 
us and our life ; between us and his love and 
tender /care over us? What though the fig- 
tree should not blossom^ neither there be any 
fruit in the vine ; what though the labour of 
the olive should fail, and the fields yield no 
meat ; what though the flock be cut off from 
the fold^ and there be no herd iu the stalls ; 
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may we not^ for all this^ rejoice in the Lord^ 
and joy in the God of onr salvation? And 
ivbat though the earth be removed^ and the 
mountains carried into the midst of the sea; 
•what though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled ; and the mountains shake with the 
fiwelling thereof; is there not a river, the 
streams whereof make glad the city of God ? 
Is not the joy, the virtue, the life, the sweet 
refreshment thereof, felt in the holy place of 
the tabernacle of the Most High ? And he 
that provides inward food for the inward 
man, inward clothing, inward' refreshment; 
shall he not provide also sufficient for the 
outward ? Yea, shall he not bear up the mind^ 
and be our strength, portion, armour, rock^ 
peace,* joy, and full satisfaction, in every con- 
dition ? For it is not the condition makes mis- 
erable, but the want of him in the condition : 
he is the substance of all, the virtue of all^ 
the life of all, the power of all ; he nourish- 
eth, he preserveth, he upholds, with the crea- 
tures or without the creatures, as it pleaseth 
him ; and he that hath him, he that is with 
him, he that is in him, cannot want. Hath 
the spirit of this world content in all that it 
enjoys? No; it is restless, it is unsatisfied. 
But can tribulation, distress, persecution, 
famine, nakedness, peril, or sword, come be- 
tween the love of the Father to the child, or 
the child's rest, content, and delight in his 
love ? And doth not the love, the peace, th* 
joy, the rest felt, swallow up all the bitterness 
and sorrow of the outward condition ? 



The 9eed^ tbe godliness, the uprigliti^Nis^ 
the true nature and birth, hath not only the 
promise of eternal life, but also of whatever 
is necessary for the vessel wherein it dwells 
in this life too ; so dwell in that to which is 
tiie promise, and live upon the promise ; yea, 
live upon that which cannot miss of the prom- 
ise, but feels the presence and power of the 
Father in all, and over all. And the just 
lives by his faith : and he that is in union 
with the just, lives by the faith of the just^ 
and takes no more care than the lilies, but 
leaves the care of all, to whom it properly 
helongs, and who hath taken it upon him ; 
who nourisheth, elothetfa, preserveth, and 
causeth the lilies of the field to grow and 
flourish in beauty and glory; and slftill he 
not much more clothe, nourish, and take care 
of his own lilies, the heavenly lilies^ the lilies 
•of his garden* 

So let us not look out like the world, or 
judge or fear according to the appearance of 
things, after the manner of the world ; but 
sanctify the Lord of hosts in our hearts^ and 
let him be our fear and dread, and he shall 
he an hiding place unto us in the storms, and 
in the tempests, which are coming thick upon 
the earth. 

S09 my dear Friends, let us retire^ and 
dwell in the peace which God breathes, and 
lie down in the Lamb's patience and still- 
ness, night and day, which nothing can wear 
out or disturb ; and so the preservation of the 
poor and needy, shall be felt in his name, and 
glory sung to his name, over all; which is a 
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niTGns tower^ a ipigbtj impregnable rocV of 
defence, against all ass9.u}ts and dangers 
whataoevey J which tl)iey that have trusted 
therein, have already experienced it to be: 
and they that continue trusting therein, shall 
always experience it so to be, in all trials vlu^l 
dangers, whatever may happen, of wh^t kind 
4Boe)i^erj «ven to the end* Allien, 



Deab Fribnb, 

I AM sensible of thy sore travail and deep 
distress, and how liard it is for thee to meet 
with that which is comfortable and refresji- 
ii^g, and how easily again it i» lost; and 
whence it ariseth, even fi:om the working of 
the enemy in a mystery of deceit in thy heart; 
ivherein thou dost not perceive nor suspect 
]him, but swallowest down his baits, and so 
iie smites thee M'ith his hook, and thereby 
draws thee back into the regipn of darkness ; 
and then entereth that part in thee which is 
in nature one with him, filling it with his 
wickedness, and then laying loads of accusa- 
tions upon thee, as if they were true. These 
are not strai^ge things to the travellers after 
the Jiord, but such as are usually met with 
in the like cases ; but if thy eye was made 
single.and opened by the Lord, thou wouldest 
nee those baits, and turn from that which thou 
now so readily swallowest down; and so 
avoid the stroke^ and keep thy station in th« 
A a 
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light and mercy of the Lord. Thou must Mot 
look so much at the evil that is nigh^ hut 
rather at that which stands ready to pity and 
help^ and which hath pitied and helped thy 
distressed soul^ and will pity and help it again. 
Why is there a mercy-seat, hut for the sinner 
to look towards, in time of need ? 

Neither must thou hearken to the question- 
ings of the insnaring questioner, but cleave 
to that which shuts them out, keeping to the 
sense of the love and mercy, when the Lord 
is kind and tender to thee. When the enemy 
entered thy habitation again, and broke thy 
rest, peace, and enjoyment of the Lord ; again 
an earnest desire after cleansing arose in thee; 
not from the life, but in the evil ; which was 
also a means to rob thee of that, which in its 
abiding and powerful operation, cleanseth the 
heart; and here thou wouldest bo limiting 
the Lord in his dealings, who worketh ac* 
cording to the council of his own will^ and 
visiteth when and where he pleaseth. And 
thus the enemy having caught thee with his 
mysterious workings, he then draws thee into 
the pit of darkness, where the remembrance 
of life and the sense of mercy and love van- 
isheth ; and there is no help for thee by any 
thing thou canst do or think : but be patient, 
till the Lord's tender mercy and love visit thee 
again, and then look up to him against this 
and such like snares, which would come be- 
tween thee and the appearance of the Lord's, 
love ; that thou mayest feel more of his abid* 
ings with thee, and of the sweet effects there- 
of. For these things are not to destroy theO; 
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but to teach thee wisdom ; which the L^rd is 
able, through mauy exercises and sore irlals, 
to bestow upon thee ; which my soul will ex- 
ceedingly rejoice to hear the tidings of: that 
thy heart may be rid of all that burdenetii, and 
filled with all it rightly desires after, in the 
proper season and goodness of the Lord : to 
whose wise ordering and tender mercy I eom- 
xnit thee, remaining 

Thy faithful friend, ' 

LP. 

* 

My bear Friend, 

Some time after writing the foregoing, this 
arose in me to thee. If the Lord in thy wait- 
ing upon him, to search and try thy heart and 
ways, shall please to shew thee any thing 
amiss therein, mind this counsel on my heart 
to thee. Be not looking at it too much on the 
one hand, or excusing it on the other hand, but 
sink down beneath thyself, retiring thither 
where thou mayest receive from the Lord true 
judgment concerning it, and also strength 
against it. And know this in the holy expe- 
rience, that thou must be weakened by the 
Lord, and be contented in or with thy weak 
and distressed estate, if thou wouldest receive 
mercy and strength from him. And the more 
thou art weakened and distressed, the more 
thou art fitted for, and the more abundantly 
shalt thou partake of his mercy and strength ; 
waiting upon him in the meek, quiet, patient, 
and resigned spirit, which he will not fail to 



trerk tliy mind into ; tliat^ in fbe issiie of all^ 
thou mayest reap the quiet fruits of righteous- 
ness and heavenly peaee from his hand.**-* 
Amen^ so be it from the Lord to thy soul^ 



Dear Friend^ 

As I was lately retired in spirit and wait- 
ing upon the Lord^ having a sense on me of thy 
long; sore^ and deep^ affliction and distress^ 
there arose k scripture in my heart to lay be- 
fore thee, namely, Hebrews xii. 5, i, 7y viMth 
I entreat thee to call for a Bible^ and hear read, 
before thou proceed to what follows. 

O, n^y friend, after it hafh pleased the JLord* 
in tender mercy to visit us, and turn oiir IbiAds 
from the world and ourselves towards him, 
and to beget and nourish thai which is pnre 
and living of himself in us ; ytt^ notwithstand- 
ing this, there remains somewhat at first j^yea 
and perhaps for a loUg time) which is to be 
^earched out by the light of the Lord, and 
brought down and subdued by bis afticling 
hand. When there is indeed somewhat of an 
holy will formed in the day of (jrod^s power; 
and th6 soul, in some measure^ begotten and 
brought forth to live to Grod in and out of the 
womb o^ the heaveyly wisdom; yet all the 
earthly will and wisd(mi is not thereby pres- 
ently removed, but there are hidden things of 
the old nature and spirit still temalniHg; 
which, perhaps, appear not, but sink inward 
into their*i-oot; that they may save their lives j 
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hearty but as the Lord reveals them to him. 
But how doth the Lord find them out ? O con- 
sider his fire is in Zion^ and his furnace in Je« 
rusalem. By his casting into the furnace of 
afflictions the fire searcheth the deep^ sore, dis- 
tressing, affliction, which rends and tears the 
very inwards, finds out both the seed and the 
chaff', purifying the pure gold from the dross ^ 
and there, at length, the quiet state is witness- 
ed, and the quiet fruit of righteousness brought 
forth by the searching and consuming nature 
and operation of the fire. O, that thy soul 
may be tried unto victory, over all that is not 
of the pure life in thee ; and that thou mayest 
wait to feel the pure seed, or measure of life, 
in thee, and die into the seed, feeling death 
unto all that is not of the seed in thee ; and 
that thou mayest feel life, healing refresh- 
ment, support, and comfort from the God of 
thy life, in the seed ; and no where else, nor 
at any time, but as the Lord pleaseth to ad- 
minister it to thee there. O, the Lord guide 
thee llaily, and keep thy mind to him; at 
least looking towards the holy place of the 
springing of his life and power in thy heart. 
Look unto him. Help, pity, salvation, will 
arise in his due time ; but it will not arise 
from any tiling thou canst do or think ; and 
faith will spring and patience be given, and 
liope in the tender Father of mercies, and a 
meek and quiet spirit will be witnessed ; and 
the Lamb's nature springing up and openin^^ 
in thee, from bis precious seed, which will 
excek^u nature, kind, degree, and vktue, aB 
 Aa8 
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tiie faitb^ patience^ hope^ meekness^ ^c. wliicli 
^ thou or any else otherwise can attain unto. 
O^ look not at thy pain or sorrow^ how great 
floever ; but look from them^ look otf them^ 
look beyond them to the Deliverer; whose 
power is over them^ and whose loving, wise^ 
and tender spirit is able to do thee good by 
them. And if the outward afflictions work out 
an exceeding weight of glory ; O ! what shall 
the inward do for those who are huinbly^ 
brokenly, and faithfully, exercised before the 
Lord by them. O, wait to leel the seed, and 
the cry of thy soul (in the breathing {Spring- 
ing life of the seed) to its Father, with its 
sweet subjection to him. And wail for the 
risings of the power in thy hearty in tbe Fa* 
ther's seasons, and faith in the power, thai 
thou mayest feel inward healing of all the 
inward wounds which the Lord makes in thy 
soul, through his love to thee fbr thy good. 

If thou wilt receive tbe kingdom that can- 
not be shaken, thou must wait to have that 
discovered in thee which may be sicken ^ 
and the Lord arising terribly to shake the 
earth, and it removed out of its place as & 
cottage, and the heavens also rolled up Tike a 
scroll. And while the Lord is doing this, he 
will be hiding thee in the hollow of his hand 
{thy mind still retiring to the seed,) and will, 
in these troublesome and dismal times, in- 
wardly be forming the new heavens and the 
new earth, wherein (when they are brought 
forth and established) dwells righteousness^ 
And as sure as the Lord shakes and temoves. 
tlie old, so surely will lift bring forth and es* 
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tablish the new. Attd when tbe old will^ and 
the old wisdom and understandings is re- 
moved (which if the Lord God were not 
strong and witie^ he could never bring forth 
and effect in the hearty) the place of the drag- 
pns^ the place of the wicked inwardly, shall 
he found no more ; but Zion shall be known 
and witnessed inwardly, the place of God^s 
dwelling and rest, and Jerusalem a quiet 
habitation for ever ; and the precious law of 
life shall go forth out of Zion, and the word 
of the Lord fvotn. Jerusalem; and the soul 
shall heat and live by it, with full delight 
and satisfaction, on God^s holy mountain, on 
the top of all other mountains, and nothing 
shall be able to disturb or make afraid any 
more. The Lord lead thee, day by day, in 
the right Way, towards the witnessing and 
obtaining this ; and keep thy mind stayed 
upon him, in Whatever befklls thee, that the 
belief of his love and hope in his mercy 
(when thou art at the lowest ebb J may keep 
up thy head above the billows, and thou may- 
est go on in the disciples i^tate, learning 
righteousness and holiness of him, who teach* 
eth to deny and put off unholiness and un- 
righteousness, and to know, embrace, and put 
on newness of life^ and the holiness and rights 
eousness thereof. 

The Lord God of my life be with thee, pre* 
:serving and ordering thy heart for the great 
day of his love and mercy ; which will come 
xn the appointed season, when the heart ts 
fully exercised and fitted by the Lord for it^ 
»nd will tot tarry. I. P% - 
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TO FRIBKD8 IN AND ABOUT Y&H TWO CVLAIm 

FONTS. 

[from his works.] 

Dear Friends^ 

Te have a deep place in my heart, and my 
cries are to the Lord for you, that ye may live 
to him, and find his life springing up and 
abounding in you. What is it to have a dis- 
tinct name, or distinct meetings from the 
world, unless the power of the Lord be felt 
in your hearts^ and his presence in your as- 
semblies? Oh ! that the Lord would awaken 
you ! Oh ! that the Lord would quicken you ! 
Oh ! that it would please the Lord to raise 
up a strict watch in you, against all drowsi- 
ness, and carelessness, and temptations, and 
snares of the enemy, that ye may travel on 
your journey, with your backs upon the world, 
and your faces towards Sion ; never looking 
back to the fleidhly nature, desires, or lusts, 
to entertain any thing of that any more, which 
ye have parted with in the demonstrations 
and leadings of life, but still pressing on fur- 
ther and further, till ye come to apprehend 
and be possessed of that for which ye have 
been apprehended by God, and drawn in some 
measure towards. 

O my friends! There is a path of life in 
which ye must travel, even to the very end of 
it, or the crown of life is not to be received t 
Oh ! that ye might travel on ! Oh I that noth^ 
ing might stop you I Oh f that ye might every 
d^'j wait for and feel the leader, and walk oa 



«97 

^ifii him ih the simplicity^ ttptrglitMss^ ilitil 
sense of his life, out of the reach cff that w!s« 
dom, which is eveY andi anon forming reason* 
ings in the he^rt against it, aiid striving tio 
darken, and make the plain tray of &od in-^ 
tricate to the soul ! > 

My life oftefi I'eacheth to you, my soul ex- 
ceedingly longcth after you! And ill the 
stirrings of the same life be ye ako helpfhl 
to me, crying to the Lord foT me, that I may 
abide with him, feel his preservation, and 
dwell in that Which he hath chosen to appeair 
io and refresh the soul in, that I may be ac« 
eeptable to him, and further helpful to you, in 
f he season of the dtirringd of his precious and 
powerful life in my heart. The Lord God of 
mercy watch over you, pruning and keeping 
down all the earthliness and corraption in any 
of you, and watering and cherishing his own 
plant in you all, that ye may daily witness the 
dying and decrease of the ohe, and the quick- 
ening and growth of the other, even till death 
be perfectly consumed and swallowed up by 
the growth^ power, and presence of the im- 
mortal life in you, and yottt sOuU dafe atid 
happy in your God. 

And so to the tender mercies atid care of 
the Lord do t give you all up, breathing fot 
you (as for my own soul) that ye may be pe** 
fectly the Lord^s, perfectly given tinto him^ 
perfectly waiting upoh him, and daily receiv.- 
1% into your precious vessels the precious 
living testimonies of his love atid acceptance^ 
and his sweet heavenly dews, Which will ex- 
fieedingly refresh and make your hearts glad^. 



$B he cansetli tliem to descend and light upon 
you. So that which is of God in your hearts 
every day^ wait to feel God breathing upon^ 
that it may open unto him^ receive strength 
from him^ and ye in it be more and more gath- 
ered and united to the Lord, even till ye 
wholly become one nature, mind, and spirit 
with him ; and then ye will see the end of 
your travels^ and sit down in his joy^ and 
peace, and pure rest, from all labouring after 
life^ and all sorrows for the want and absence 
of it, and all fears of losing or being separat- 
ed from it ; being established in the power 
which is over all, and which preserveth all 
that are encompassed with it^ and established 
in it; for ever and ever. 

[Written in Aylesbury Gaol^ 
2£dof3dmo. 1666.] 

Oh! my friends! prize the rich tender 
mercy of the Lord, in calling you out of this 
world, towards his everlasting inheritance 
and fulness of life ! And let not any thing of 
this world come between him and you ; but 
let all that is of this worldly nature, both 
within and without, be triampled upon by you^ 
and the price of the high calling of our God 
in Christ Jesus, be faithfully and earnestly 
pursued after ; that none fall short of the hope 
and glory set before him, but that every one 
may so run, as certainly to obtain and enjoy 
for ever, even the dominion and reign of God 
over all that is contrary to him, and the sit- 
ting* down in the rest, joy, and peace of his 
nature for evermore* Amen. 



APPENDIX. 



WHILE the Works of Isaac Penington may 
Vith propriety be considered, as furnishing the best 
Memorial of the Author; the Reader who is de-. 
sirous of obtaining a more full account of his Ufe^ 
than is given in the Introduction to this volume, 
will find many interesting particulars in the Testi- 
monies of his Friends, prefixed to the several edi- 
tions of his Writings, But to the brief sketch here 
referred to, the Compiler thinks the succeeding ex- 
tracts will form an acceptable addition, as tending 
to exemplify the character of the Writer, 

The first in order, are the concluding paragraphs 
of an Address to the King [Charles IL] and Parlia- 
ment, written about the year 1665, soon after tlie 
passage, or renewal and rigid enforcement of an 
act < to prevent and suppress seditious conventicles,' 
by which aJl Dissenters from the Church of Eng- 
land were prohibited from meeting together, for the 
purpose of divine worship, in any greater number 
than Jive persons, under very scvei^e penalties, ex- 
tending under certain circumstances, to transporta- 
tion for seven years.— Friends at the same time be- 
ing subjected to frequent imprisonments and other 
sufferings, in consequence of their conscientious i-e 
fusal to take the oaths that were tendered them, as 
well as from other causes that were sought against 
them, at a period when liberty of conscience appears 
to have been almost totally disregarded hy the 
reigning power : 

After ye have done all ye can, even 



made laws as strong as ye can, and put them 
in the strictest course of execution ye can, one 
night from the Lord may end the controversy, 
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and shew wlietlieir we please tlie Lord in 
obeying him^ or ye in making laws against 
us for our fidelity and obedience to him. 

And as the Lord is able to overturn you^ so 
if ye mistake your work^ misinterpreting the 
^ssages of Ms providence^ and enring in 
iieart concerning tiie ground of his former Ais,* 
pleasure ; and so (through the ^ror of judg- 
ment) set yourselves in opposition against 
liim^ replantiug the plants which he will not 
have grow, and plucking up the plants of his 
plimting ; do ye not in this case provoke the 
Lord, even to put forth the strength which 13 
in him against you? We are poor worms^ 
Alas ! if ye had only us to deal wiUi, we 
ishould be nothing in your hands ! But if his 
strength stand behind us, we shall prove a 
very burthensome stone, and ye will hardly be 
able to remove us out of the place wheffein 
Ood bath set us, and where he pleftseth to 
have us disposed of. And happy were it fax 
you, if instead of persecuting us, ye yourselves 
were drawn to wait for the same begettings of 
God (which we have felt) out of the earthly 
nature, into his life and nature, and did learn 
of him to govern in that ; then might ye be 
established indeed, and be freed from the 
danger of. those shakings and overturnings 
which Crod is hastening upon the earth. 

Now because ye may be apt to think, that 
I write these things for my own sake, and the 
Bakes of my friends and companions in the 
truth of God, that we might escape the suflfer- 
ings and severity which we are like to under- 
go from you j and not so mainly and chiefly 
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for yoiir sakes^ lest ye should bring the wratu 
of God and misery upon your souls and bod- 
ies ; to prevent this mistake in you^ I shall 
add what followeth. Indeed this is not the 
intent of my hearty for I have long expected, 
and do still expect, this cup of outward afflic- 
tion and persecution from you, and my heart 
is quieted and satisfied therein, knowing that 
the Lord will bring glory to his name, and 
good to us out of it : but I am sure it is not 
good for you to afflict us for that which the 
Lord requireth of us, and wherein he accept- 
oth us ; and ye will find it the bittej'est work 
tliat ever ye went about, and in the end will 
wish that the Lord had rather never given 
you this day of prosperity, than that he should 
suflEer you thus to make use of it. Now that 
ye may the more clearly see the temper of my 
spirit, and how my heart stands in this thing, 
I shall a little open unto you my faith and 
hope about it, in these ensuing particulars^ 

First, I am assured in my heart and soul, 
that this despised people (called Quakers) is 
of the Lord's begetting in his own life and 
nature. Indeed, had I not seen the power 
of God in them, and received from the Lord 
an unquestionable testimony concerning them, 
I had never looked towards them ; for they 
were otherwise very despisable in my eyes. 
And this I cannot but testify concerning them, 
that I have found the. life of God in my own- 
ing them ; and that which God hath begotten 
in my heart refreshed by the power of life in 
them ; and none but the Lord knows the beau- 

Bb 
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jj and excellency of glory, which he hath hid 
under this mean appearance. 

Secondly, The Lord hath hitherto preserv- 
ed them against great opposition, and is still 
able to preserve them. Every power hitherto 
hath made nothing of over-running them ; 
yet they have hitherto stood, by the care and 
tender mercy of the Lord ; and the several 
powers which have persecuted them, have 
fallen one after another. 

Thirdly, I have had experience myself of 
the Lord's goodness and preservation of me, 
in my suflTering with them for the testimony of 
his truth, who made my bonds pleasanc to me, 
and my noisome prison (enough to have de- 
stroyed my weakly and tender-educated na- 
ture) a place of pleasure and delight, where I 
was comforted by my God night and day, and 
filled with prayers for his people; as also 
vvith love to, and prayers for, those who had 
been the means of outwardly afflicting me and 
others upon the Lord's account. 

Fourthly, I have no doubt in my heart that 
the Lord will deliver us. The strength of 
man, the resolution of man, is nothing in my 
eye, in compare with the Lord. Whom the 
Lord loveth he can save at his pleasure. 
Hath he begun to break our bonds and deliver 
us, and shall we now distrust him ? Are we in 
a worse condition than Israel was, when the 
sea was before them, the mountains on each 
side, and the Egyptians behind pursuing 
them? He indeed that looketh with man's 
eye, can see no ground of hope, nor hardly a 
possibility of deliverance , but (to the eye of 
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faith) it is now nearer than when God began 
at first to deliver. 

Fifthly, It is the delight of the Lord, and 
his glory, to deliver his people, when to the 
eye of sense it seemeth impossible. Then 
doth the Lord delight to stretch forth his arm, 
when none else can help ; and then doth it 
please him to deal with the enemies of his 
truth and people, when they are lifted up 
above the fear of him, and are ready to say 
in their hearts concerning tliem ; They are 
now in our hands ; who can deliver them ? 

Well : were it not in love to you, and in 
pity fin relation to what will certainly befall 
you, if ye go on in this course) I could say 
in the joy of my heart, and in the sense of 
the good will of my God to us, who suffereth 
these things to come to pass. Go onf try it out 
with the Spirit of the Lord : come forth with 
your laws, and prisonsy and spoiling of our 
goods, and banishment^ and death, (if the Lord 
please) and see if ye can carry it. For we 
come not forth against you in our own wills, 
or in any enmity against your persons or 
government, or in any stubbornness or re- 
fractoriness of spirit; but with the Lamb- 
like nature which the Lord our God hath 
begotten in us, which is taught and euabled 
by him both to do his will, and to suffer for 
his name's sake. And if we cannot thus 
overcome you, (even in patience of spirit, and 
in love to you) and if the Lord our God 
please not to appear for us, we are content to 
be overcome by you. So the will of the Lord 
be done, saith my soul. 
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WhOe the preceding paragraphs exhibit an unv 
shaken conftdence in divine support, and a christian. 
Iirmness in pleading the cause of religious liberty^ 
rarely surpassed ; the following extract from apiece^ 
>vhich appears to have been written ^bout the same 
time, evinces that the Anthor possessed in an eminent 
degree, that Charity, the absence of which no other 
christian virtue can supply : 

My soul hath mourneil^ I may say^ almost 
from my cradle, about the estate of this cre- 
ation. To behold man fallen from his glory^ 
departed from his God, living without the sense 
of him, and sowing tlio seeds of eternal mise- 
ry for his poor soul (which he must as cer^ 
tainly reap as he hath sown, unless he travel 
the path of redemption in the powerful lead- 
ings and guidance of God^s Holy Spirit;) 
this hath so broken my heart, (together with 
the close exercises which have continually 
attended this poor wearied spirit) that I have 
often wondered how th^ natural life could be 
contained in tlie natural vessel. 

I am a lover of mankind in general^ and 
have been a deep sufferer with, and traveller 
for, all the miserable. None knows the path 
of my sorrows, or the extent of my bowels, 
but he that made me. It is not natural or 
kindly to me to upbraid any man with any 
kind of wickedness, or ever so justly-deserved 
misery ; but my bowels work concerning him 
towards the spring of eternal power and com- 
passions, even as I would be pitied and rep- 
resented to the Father of mercies in the like 
condition. Indeed I have been emptied from 
vessel to vessel, and tossed with multitudes 
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of storms and tempests ; yet the savour of my 
life remaineth with me to this day, and the 
Spirit of my God breatheth on my heart; 
blessed be his holy name for ever. And 
though I walk with one sort of people, be- 
cause my heart saith (yea, the Spirit of the 
eternal God hath witnessed unto me, and 
shewn me in that light which cannot deceive, 
and to that eye which cannot be deceived) 
that they are the people whom he hath chosen 
out of all the gatherings (throughout the 
earth) from the apostacy, to manifest his pow- 
er in,fand his presence among ; I say, though 
I have been guided and led by the Spirit of 
the Lord to walk among these ; yet am I not 
bounded there, either in the love, or in the 
unity of my heart, but I have unity with the 
integrity and zeal for God which is in others, 
of what sort or gathering soever ; and I have 
tender bowels for all, even for those which 
bate and persecute that which is my life, and 
hath the love of my heart for ever^ 

Oh ! how have I prayed for the lost world ! 
For all the souls of mankind how hath my 
soul bowed in unutterable breathings of spirit 
before my God, and could not be silenced 
until he quieted my spirit in the righteousness 
and excellency of his will, and bid me leave 
it to him. And as touching this nation, and 
the several sorts in it, even those who seem 
most cast off, and without all sen^e, [religious 
sensibility;] yet the preciousness of their 
souls have 1 spread before the Lord my God 
with tears. 

Bb!8 
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To the preceding, in the original^ is su^jpined an 
atlilress to people of several different classes. To 
fill a pa|;c which would otherwise remain vacant, wc 
copy the following, which at the same time seems to 
pi-esent an appropriate conclusion to these Selections : 

To such as are still tender, and dare not 

but exercise a conscience towards God, 

Friends, keep your standing in the life of 
Ood. What God bath begotten in you^ let 
it depend upon bim. Let bim do what he: 
will with bis own in you, and let tbe creatura 
be subject to that living principle, which God 
hatb sown and raised in your hearts; sell 
not your peace with God for any ease or ad- 
vantage in this world. Let the tenderness o£ 
your consciences, which is of value with God^ 
be precious also in your eyes. The times and 
seasons are in the Father's band, and be seetb 
good to let this day of trial come upon you.— ^ 
His grace is able ta carry you all through. 
It will be for his honour, to let all tbe world 
see bow dear your God is to. you, and how 
able ye are (in tbe meekness imd strength of 
tbe Lamb's Spirit) to suffer for bis name^s 
sake. Thy will, O God, be done. The cup 
which our Father gives us, shall we not drink 
it? Tbe Lord preserve you in uprightni&ss of 
heart towards bim, in ideekness of spirit to« . 
wards those that afflict you, and in true love 
and good will towards all; that bis lights 
which hath gathered you, may shine over all 
tbe darkness which opposeth it ; and bis life^ 
which bath quickened and preserved you^ 
may be famous over all the territories mid 
dominions of deaths 
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** The reason of ipy humbly and affectionately 
addressing this discourse to the Clergy, is not, be- 
cause it treats of things not of common concern to aH 
Christians, but chiefly to invite and induce them, as 
ftir as I can, to the serious perusal of it ; and because 
whatover is essential to chnstian salvation, if either 
neglected, overlooked, or mistaken by them, is of 
the saddest consequence both to tliemselves, and the 
t^hurches in which they minister. I say essential to 
salvation, for I would not turn my own thoughts, or 
call the attention of christians to any thing, but the 
one thing needful, the one thing essential, and only 
available, to our rising out of our fallen state, and 
becoming, as we were at our creation, an holy off- 
spring of God, and real partakers of the divine na- 
ture." — duthor^s Introduction. 
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